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The MosT IMporTanT Works of arT of The 
TWenTIeTh CenTury

David W. Galenson
http://papers.nber.org/papers/w12058
Bypassing the usual debate of art his-
torians and philosophers, this study 
rigorously determines the eight most 
important works of the twentieth cen-
tury using a statistical methodology. 
The most important painting of the 
century was Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 
executed by Picasso at the age of 26, 
which began the development of Cub-
ism. Among the other seven works, a 
collage, an earthwork, and a ready-made 
all represent new genres that had not ex-
isted at the start of the century. All eight 
works were made by conceptual artists, 
at a median age of just 32. 

The World dIsTrIbuTIon of InCoMe: 
fallIng poverTy and … ConvergenCe, 
perIod

Xavier Sala-I-Martin
http://www.mitpressjournals.org
This paper estimates the World Dis-
tribution of Income by integrating in-
dividual income distributions for 138 
countries between 1970 and 2000. 
There were between 250 and 500 mil-
lion fewer poor in 2000 than in 1970. 
The authors estimate eight indexes of 
income inequality implied by our world 
distribution of income. All of them 
show reductions in global inequality 
during the 1980s and 1990s.

even for Teenagers, Money does noT 
groW on Trees: Teenage subsTanCe use 
and budgeT ConsTraInTs

Sara Markowitz and John Tauras
http://papers.nber.org/papers/w12300
This working paper is about the spend-
ing choices of youth, with a particular 
focus on how the demand for cigarettes, 
alcohol and marijuana are influenced 
by changes in the prices of other prod-
ucts. Young people tend to have small 
incomes and limited wants, with the re-
sult that many students spend the bulk 

of their income on only a few items. Fast 
food, clothing and entertainment make 
up the majority of products purchased 
by teenagers. The authors estimate own- 
and cross-price effects using the prices 
of cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana and 
other consumer products including gas-
oline, clothing, entertainment and fast 
food. The paper concludes, unsurpris-
ingly, that  teens with higher incomes 
and allowances are more likely to use 
substances, and draws some policy im-
plications from this.

Who ConTrols The InTerneT?: IllusIons 
of a borderless World

Jack Landman Goldsmith and Tim 
Wu
http://www.aei.org/
Is the Internet erasing national borders? 
Will the future of the Internet be set by 
Internet engineers, rogue programmers, 
the United Nations, or powerful coun-
tries? Who’s really in control of what’s 
happening on the Internet? In this pro-
vocative new book, Jack Goldsmith and 
Tim Wu tell the fascinating story of 
the Internet’s challenge to governmen-
tal rule in the 1990s, and the ensuing 
battles with governments around the 
world. It’s a book about the fate of one 
idea—that the Internet might liberate 
us forever from government, borders, 
and even our physical selves. The desti-
ny of the Internet over the next decades, 
argue Goldsmith and Wu, will reflect 
the interests of powerful nations and the 
conflicts within and between them.

In our hands: a plan To replaCe The 
Welfare sTaTe

Charles Murray
http://www.aei.org/
America’s population is wealthier than 
any in history. Every year, the Ameri-
can government redistributes more than 
a trillion dollars of wealth to provide 
for retirement, health care, and the al-
leviation of poverty. The US still has 
millions of people without comfortable 

retirements, without adequate health 
care, and living in poverty. Only a gov-
ernment can spend so much money so 
ineffectually. The solution is to give the 
money to the people.

This is the Plan, a radical new ap-
proach to social policy that defies any 
partisan label. Murray suggests elimi-
nating all welfare transfer programmes 
at the federal, state, and local levels and 
substituting an annual $10,000 cash 
grant to everyone aged twenty-one or 
older. 

IdenTITy CrIsIs: hoW IdenTIfICaTIon Is 
overused and MIsundersTood

Jim Harper
http://www.catostore.org
The advance of identification technol-
ogy—biometrics, identity cards, sur-
veillance, databases, dossiers—threatens 
privacy, civil liberties and related hu-
man interests. Since the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001, demands for 
identification in the name of security 
have increased. In this insightful book, 
Jim Harper takes readers inside identi-
fication—a process everyone uses every 
day but few people have ever thought 
about. Using stories and examples from 
movies, television and classic literature, 
Harper dissects identification processes 
and technologies, showing how identi-
fication works, when it works, and how 
it fails when it fails. Harper explodes 
the myth that identification can protect 
against future terrorist attacks.

Instead of a uniform, government-
controlled identification system, Harper 
calls for a competitive, responsive identi-
fication and credentialing industry that 
meets the mix of consumer demands 
for privacy, security, anonymity and ac-
countability. Identification should be a 
risk-reducing strategy in a social system, 
Harper concludes, not a rivet to pin 
humans to governmental or economic 
machinery.
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