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Key findings 

New analysis released today by the Institute of Public Affairs on global emissions data shows: 

• Every 12 days China emits more carbon than Australia does in an entire year. 

o This means the annual effect on global emissions from Australia reaching net zero emissions 
would be cancelled out by China every two weeks. 

• Australia’s carbon emissions per capita have decreased by 24.3% since 2004, while China’s have 
increased by 109%. 

• China is responsible for 73% of the increase in global carbon emissions since 2004, while Australia is 
responsible for none of the increase as Australia’s emissions have declined over this period. 

• China operates 66 coal-fired power stations for each one currently operating in Australia. This is up 
from 57 in 2021. 

o Further, China is currently constructing 177 coal-fired power stations, with a further 226 in 
the pre-construction phase, while Australia has none in the construction or pre-construction 
phase. 

• Australia’s share of global carbon emissions declined from 1.3% in 2004 to 1% in 2023. 

• For every tonne of emissions Australia has cut, China has increased its emissions by almost 36,000 
tonnes. 
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Figure 1: Number of days for China to exceed Australia’s annual carbon emissions. 

Source: IPA; Our World in Data 

 
In absolute terms, China’s annual emissions have increased by some 6.7 billion tonnes since 2004, while 
Australia’s annual emissions have decreased by some 187,000 tonnes. Therefore, for every tonne of carbon 
Australia has cut from its emissions, China has increased its emissions by almost 36,000 tonnes.  

Despite Australia’s negligible share of global emissions, under the Paris Agreement Australians are subject 
to the deepest per capita emissions cuts in the developed world, as identified in previous IPA research. 

The IPA also analysed the most recently available information about the Paris Climate Agreement from the 
Climate Action Tracker, and found that none of the countries that signed the Paris Agreement are on track 
to meet their emissions reduction obligations. 

IPA research released earlier this year found that the net zero carbon emissions policy puts up to 631,800 
jobs at direct risk of being destroyed, and that those job are concentrated in industries such as agriculture, 
heavy manufacturing, and coal mining. 

Previous IPA research estimated that the Paris Climate Agreement would cost over $52 billion over the 
period 2018-2030. This equates to $8,566 per Australian family. 

Note: Analysis is based on data from Our World in Data, Climate Action Tracker, and the Global Coal Plant Tracker. 

For more information contact Morgan Begg, Director of Research at mbegg@ipa.org.au 
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https://ipa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/IPA-PRB-26102018-Ten-Points-About-the-Paris-Climate-Agreement.pdf
https://ipa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/IPA-Research-Note-July-2025-Net-Zero-Jobs-2025-Update.pdf
https://ipa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/IPA-Report-Why-Australia-Must-Withdraw-from-Paris.pdf
mailto:mbegg@ipa.org.au

