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NATIONAL CURRICULUM DESIGNED TO FUEL CLIMATE ANXIETY AMONG 

AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN 

 

“It is irrefutable that the National Curriculum has been designed to sow fear into the minds of children. We are 

creating a generation of Australians who are both academically underprepared and psychologically burdened 

by climate activism,” said Colleen Harkin, Director of the Institute of Public Affairs’ Schools Program. 

 

Today, the IPA released a new report into the climate anxiety crisis afflicting young Australians, Climate of Fear: 

How the National Curriculum Drives Climate Anxiety Among Children. The research found: 

• The National Curriculum is skewed towards ideological environmental instruction through the mandated 

cross-curriculum priority of sustainability. 

• The sustainability cross-curriculum priority enables third-party providers, such as Cool.org, the World 

Wildlife Fund, and the ABC’s Behind the News program, to disseminate a range of alarmist teaching 

materials. 

• Emotionally charged lessons are being forced upon students as young as five years old, well before 

they possess the cognitive or emotional maturity to understand and process these issues. 

 

“From the moment children enter the education system, they are taught to be anxious about the future of the 

planet and the climate,” Ms Harkin said. 

 

Educational psychologist and Adjunct Fellow at the Institute of Public Affairs, Clare Rowe, said she was deeply 

concerned by how early and how frequently children are being exposed to alarmist and emotionally charged 

climate messaging in primary schools. 

 

“What this report clearly shows is that climate content is not being taught in small doses, nor in an age-

appropriate way. It is embedded across the curriculum - in art, humanities, English, even into early literacy tasks - 

and much of the third-party material used by teachers is explicitly alarmist,” Ms Rowe said. 

 

“We delay teaching children about war, terrorism, cancer, or adult political issues for a reason. We have 

guidelines for everything else - screen time, online safety, playground equipment, explicit content. Yet we have 

no guardrails around the emotional impact of climate education on young minds.” 

 

While precious classroom time is dedicated to climate activism, NAPLAN results reveal a third of children in both 

grades 3 and 5 are failing to meet minimum expected benchmarks in literacy and numeracy. 

 

“Urgent reforms are needed to safeguard both student wellbeing and academic integrity. This requires 

removing the Curriculum’s politically motivated cross-curriculum priorities, prioritising essential literacy and 

numeracy skills, and restoring subject integrity,” Ms Harkin said. 

 

The IPA’s report highlights the serious public policy failure our education system has become. The report 

recommends:  

• The sustainability cross-curriculum priority in the National Curriculum be abolished. 

• The introduction of emotionally charged topics be delayed until (at least) secondary school. 

• Climate-related instruction be confined to science classes at the appropriate year level to ensure 

subject integrity.  

• The introduction of national guidelines on age-appropriate environmental education. 

• Prioritising literacy and numeracy in class, as well as auditing non-core subject areas for ideological 

content. 

 

“Exposing children to complex global problems and catastrophic scenarios before they have the emotional 

maturity or cognitive capacity to understand them risks long-term emotional harm,” Ms Harkin said. 

 

“It is no wonder children are coming out of the school system as climate activists; our school system teaches 

them it is the only way to save not only their own lives but future generations.” 
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