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OVERSEAS MIGRATION 867 MELBOURNE'S POPULATION BOOM

“Melbourne has been growing faster than any other part of Australia on the back of unprecedented
overseas migration in the immediate years following the covid-19 pandemic,” said Dr Kevin You,

Senior Fellow at the Institute of Public Affairs.

IPA analysis of Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) data on net migration flows in the first three full
financial years under the Albanese government (between the 2023 and 2025 financial years) reveals

the following:

¢ More than a quarter (27 per cent) of Ausiralia’s net overseas migrants between the 2023 and
2025 financial years, totalling 349,476 people, settled in just one city: Melbourne.

¢ Net overseas migration has been responsible for about 86 per cent of Melbourne’s population
growth (which was 407,170 across the three post-pandemic financial years).

¢ A net of 28,886 former Melbournians have left the city between the 2023 and 2025 financial

years, to live in regional Victoria and interstate.

“Net overseas migration to Melbourne has been four times the size of its natural increase in the three
financial years immediately after the pandemic. Over that period, former Melburnians have been
leaving the city, significantly changing the composition of Melbourne’s population,” said Dr You.

Table: Components of population growth for the financial years ending 2023 to 2025

Victorian Region

Melbourne - West
Melbourne - Inner
Melbourne - South East
Melbourne - North East
Melbourne - North West
Melbourne - Inner South
Melbourne - Inner East

Geelong

Melbourne - Outer East

Latrobe - Gippsland

Ballarat

Melbourne - Mornington Peninsula

Bendigo

Hume (Incl. Seymour, Bright, and Wangaratta)

Shepparton

Warrnambool and South West (Incl. Hamilton and Colac)

North West (Incl. Horsham, Charlton, Kerang, Ararat,
and Mildura)

Victoria-wide

Melbourne Only

Natural Internal Overseas Population
increase migration migration change
28,692 13,545 53,702 95,939
7,805 - 17,305 89,193 79,693
19,065 - 9,376 65,288 74,977
10,655 4,520 29,225 44,400
11,963 2,496 22,930 37,389
2,432 -4,631 28,415 26,216
17 - 8,606 34,695 26,106
4,312 10,141 7,368 21,821
4,880 - 8,241 18,786 15,425
443 6,132 3,315 9,890
1,003 4,887 2,596 8,486
1,071 - 1,288 7,242 7,025
837 1,887 2,298 5,022
364 1,835 2,569 4,768
556 -2,088 2,560 1,028
221 - 1,128 1,896 989
408 -3,813 2,858 - 547
94,724 -11,033 374,936 458,627
86,580 - 28,886 349,476 407,170

Source: IPA analysis of ABS data
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The IPA’s 2026 State Economic Scorecard ranked Victoria second last across Australia’s six states due

to its sluggish per capita economic growth, underwhelming wage growth, and heavy tax and debt
burden.

“A consequence of years of atrocious government policies and policy implementation has been
that even after lockdowns have ended, Australians are still leaving Melbourne and its immediate
surrounds.

“Migration has been an important part of Australia’s national story. But immigratfion needs to be
properly planned, have the consent of the community, and be targeted towards areas of economic
need,” said Dr You.

For media and comment: Nick Coe, Director of Public Relations, at 0414 999 209, or
ncoe@ipa.org.au
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