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1. Executive Summary 

History as a discipline as taught in Australian universities is no longer about a study of the past, as it has been 
replaced by post-modernist theory.

In The Idea of History, the great English philosopher Historian RG Collingwood wrote that ‘history is for 
human self- knowledge. The only clue to what man can do is what man has done. The value of history, then, 
is that it teaches us what man has done and thus what man is.’ 

Post-modernism, however, is fundamentally anti-historical because it posits that nothing can be learnt from 
studying the past. Historians should give up their claim to any special authority in the matter and should 
approach the field as a means of critical self-reflection. Post-modernism rejects the notion that the past must 
be understood “historically.”

This report contains the systematic review of 791 history subjects offered across 35 Australian universities in 
2022. It builds on the research, and is an update of the IPA’s report, The Rise of Identity Politics: An Audit of 
History Teaching at Australian Universities in 2017.

This audit finds that of the 791 history subjects, 255 treat the theme of what is commonly referred to as 
‘identity politics’ that is class, race, and gender.

In 2022, there is a slight preference towards of Gender Theory, with the top three most common themes 
being ‘Gender’ (97), ‘Indigenous Issues’ (95), and ‘Race’ (86). In 2017, three most common themes were, 
in order, ‘Indigenous Issues’ (99), ‘Gender’ (80) and ‘Race ‘(69).

That the study of history has been subsumed by post-modernist theory is demonstrated by the fact that in 
2022, more history subjects were offered at Australian universities that teach about ‘Race’ than ‘Democracy’ 
(86 subjects compared to 33 subjects), ‘Identity’ than the ‘Enlightenment’ (64 subjects compared to 25 
subjects). ‘sexuality’ than the ‘Reformation’ (54 subjects compared to 17 subjects).

In 2017, there were 13 subject which treat the theme of Critical Race Theory. In 2022, this has grown to 
16. These are subjects which discuss ‘whiteness’ or ‘systemic racism.’ This indicates the growing influence of 
Critical Race Theory, which has come from the USA, in Australian academia. 

In summary, this audit finds that undergraduates are being failed by departments of history across the 
country. Those who hope that a university education will enlarge their historical understanding of humanity 
will disappointed because what they are being offered instead is post-modernist theory which ignores facts 
and linear time in favour of obsessions with identity and language, and in which traditional explanations of 
cause and effects are discarded as everything is reduced to a study of (purported) power relations.



4 Institute of Public Affairs Research www.ipa.org.au

2. Introduction

The Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) is committed to undertaking research to explore the ideas, institutions, and 
values that Western Civilisation bequeathed to Australian society. The Foundations of Western Civilisation 
Program was established in 2011 to defend and extend Australians’ understanding of the influential, 
historical role of the West in establishing many of the liberties enjoyed by Australians today.

A significant focus of the Foundations of Western Civilisation Program is on education, ensuring that the 
next generation is capable of learning and understanding our past and heritage in the most academically 
rigorous and informative ways possible.

This report builds on the IPA’s strong track record in research into the humanities in Australian universities, 
especially insofar as the discipline of History is concerned. In 2015, it conducted a systematic review of all 
undergraduate history subjects taught at Australian universities. 

The resulting report, entitled The End of History…at Australian Universities, concluded that undergraduate 
history degrees in Australia ‘failed to teach fundamental aspects of Australia’s history and how Australian 
liberal democracy came to be’ and that instead they offered ‘a range of disconnected subjects on narrow 
themes and issues—focusing on imperialism, popular culture, film studies, and ethnic/race history.’ 

This report was followed up with The Rise of Identity Politics: An Audit of History Teaching at Australian 
Universities in 2017, which found that the teaching of history in Australian universities had ‘become a bastion 
of the cultural theory of Identity Politics, whereby people are divided by their class, race, gender and their 
individuality is denied.’ It posited that students studying history in Australia were ‘at risk of finishing their 
degrees with a distorted view of the world in which the past is viewed as a contest between the oppressors 
and the oppressed.’

The IPA’s subsequent 2018 report, Australian History’s Last Stand: An Audit of Australian History Teaching 
at Australian Universities, revealed that Australian history was suffering the same existential crisis crippling 
history in general. Rather than being provided with a solid grounding in the key social, political, and economic 
events which formed our nation, students were being served a flavourless, colourless and depressingly 
bland dish of identity politics.

This audit revisits the findings of the 2017 report, The Rise of Identity Politics: An Audit of History Teaching 
at Australian Universities and employs the same methodological approach. This audit not only documents 
any changes to the way history is taught that might have taken place since 2017, but it also provides an 
invaluable assessment of individual history courses in Australia so that students are able to make an informed 
decision when considering where to study. 
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3. Key Research Findings

Key findings from Forgetting the Past: How Post-modernist Theory has replaced History in Australian 
Universities in 2022, are: 

• The most common themes found in the 791 history subjects offered in Australian universities in 2022 
are, in order: 

 ◦ Gender

 ◦ Indigenous Issues

 ◦ Race

 ◦ Film 

 ◦ Environment

• 255 of the 791 history subjects focus on class, race and gender

• ‘Gender’ ‘Race’ and ‘Indigenous Issues’ are the three most common themes

• The themes of ‘Gender’ (97), ‘Indigenous Issue’ (95), ‘Race’ (86), ‘Film’ (75) and ‘Environment’ (70) 
appear in a significantly higher number of titles and content descriptions than ‘Enlightenment’ (25) 
or ‘Reformation’ (17)

• More history subjects were offered at Australian universities that teach about:

 ◦ ‘Race’ than ‘Democracy’ (86 subjects compared to 33 subjects)

 ◦ ‘Identity’ than the ‘Enlightenment’ (64 subjects compared to 25 subjects) 

 ◦ ‘Sexuality’ than the ‘Reformation’ (54 subjects compared to 17 subjects)

• Only 280 of the 791 history subjects offered in 2022 teach the Essential Core Topics in Western 
Civilisation1

 ◦ The most common Essential Core topics were:

 ◦ Ancient Rome

 ◦ Ancient Greece

 ◦ The Middle Ages

 ◦ World War II

 ◦ The Cold War

 ◦ The least common Essential Core Topics were: 

 ◦ Russian Revolution 

 ◦ Decolonisation

 ◦ American Revolution 

 ◦ History of Israel

 ◦ American Constitution

• In 2022, Campion College is the only university to cover all 20 Essential Core Topics in the History 
of Western Civilisation

• In 2022, three universities: Griffith University, James Cook University and Southern Cross University 
did not cover any of the 20 Essential Core Topics 

• Charles Darwin University stopped offering history altogether

1 See Section 8, p. 12 for explanation of the Essential Core Topics in Western Civilisation 
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4. The History Degree in Australia: The Six Categories of 
History Subjects Taught at Australian Universities

History undergraduate subjects taught at Australian universities in 2022 were placed into 6 categories, 
according to the principal focus of the subject:

Identity Politics – 255 subjects in 2022

Subjects that teach history from the perspective of class, race, gender and associated cultural theories.

Critical Race Theory – 16 subjects in 2022

Subjects which teach that the defining principle of the history of Western societies is ‘race’ and that ‘whiteness’ 
is the dominant system of power.

The ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western Civilisation’ – 280 subjects in 2022

Subjects that contribute to an understanding of the history of Western Civilisation from Ancient Greece to the 
modern world (see Section 8 for details or the core topics).

Australian History – 132 subjects in 2022

Subjects that teach some aspect of Australian history.

Other Histories – 91 subjects in 2022

Subjects that teach the history of periods and regions that fall outside the history of Western Civilisation, and 
the history of Australia, for example Ancient Egypt, the history of Asia, and the history of Africa.

Theory & Practical – 87 subjects in 2022

Subjects that are primarily theoretical or practical.

Figure 1. History Undergraduate Subjects: The Six Categories of History Subjects Taught at 
Australian Universities in 2022

Identity Politics

Critical Race Theory

Essential Core Topics 
of Western Civilisation

Australian History

Other Histories

Theory & Practical
87

255

280

1687
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5. Identity Politics

The Institute of Public Affairs’ 2017 and 2022 systematic reviews of history teaching at Australian Universities 
demonstrates how the past continues to be reduced to an analysis of class, race and gender. The most 
frequently used keywords in titles and subject descriptions reveals the predominance of Identity Politics in 
the teaching of tertiary level history courses in Australia.

Figure 2. Themes Taught in History: The number of history subjects which make reference to the 
following 31 keywords in 2017 and 2022

2022
Gender

Indigenous Issues
Race
Film

Environment
Identity
Women

Sexuality
Nationalism

Industrial
Power

Ethnicity
Islam

Colonisation
Christian

Democracy
Myth

Slavery
Enlightenment

Genocide
Decolonisation

Science
Immigration

Fascism
Communism
Reformation

Critical Race Theory
Capitalism
Liberalism

Landscape
Crime

2017
Indigenous Issues

Race
Gender
Identity

Environment
Nationalism

Women
Film

Islam
Colonisation

Power
Ethnicity
Christian

Sexuality
Myth

Landscape
Democracy

Slavery
Enlightenment

Immigration
Genocide

Fascism
Communism

Crime
Critical Race Theory

Reformation
Decolonisation

Industrial
Science

Capitalism
Liberalism

96
91
86
75
70
64
61
53
47
41
40
35
33
33
33
32
30
25
25
21
21
21
20
17
17
17
16
14
14
13
11

 
99
80
69
55
55
47
46
41
39
39
35
34
34
34
30
22
21
20
20
17
16
15
15
15
13
12
12
11
9
8
7



8 Institute of Public Affairs Research www.ipa.org.au

• The three most common themes taught across history in 2022 are ‘Gender’ (96), ‘Indigenous Issues’ 
(91) and ‘Race’ (86)

• In 2022, ‘Gender’ has replaced ‘Indigenous Issues’ and ‘Race’ as the most common theme taught 
in history

• The three least common themes are Science (9), Capitalism (8) and Liberalism (7)

• In 2022, there are 16 subjects which treat the theme of Critical Race Theory as compared to 13 in 2017 

• While more subjects in the 2017 review referred to ‘Islam’ (39) than ‘Christianity’ (34), the 2022 
review saw ‘Christianity’ (33) and ‘Islam’ (34) reach near parity
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6. Gender Theory

Gender Theory is generally considered to be a form of post-modernist feminist scholarship which contends 
that the categories of “male” and “female” are oppressive stereotypes, and that gender is both culturally, 
and sociologically constructed. Gender Theory makes gender, rather than biological sex, central. It treats 
gender and sexuality as social constructs, it reads power into those constructions, and it focuses on identity.2

In 2022, ‘Gender’ has become the dominant theme in history, having replaced both ‘Race’ and ‘Indigenous 
Issues’ over the course of six years. 

At the University of Melbourne, students can choose a ‘gender history pathway’ as part of their Bachelor of 
Arts in History. The first subject for this pathway is the following:

Gender, Rights, & Leadership in History (HIST10017)

This subject introduces key issues in the history of sex, gender, power and identity. Students 
will be encouraged to think critically about ideas about gender across diverse places and 
times and how they have constrained or enabled change. We will examine the challenges 
faced by women (and people of other minoritized genders and sexualities) in gaining legal 
and political recognition. Attention will be given both to structural inequalities and changing 
assumptions about masculinity and femininity, gender relations, sex roles and sexual practices.

The subject focuses first on women’s struggles for rights – to education, the vote, work, citizenship, 
rights within marriage, reproductive rights – as well as campaigns for recognition of diverse sexualities 
and of gendered violence. We will analyse these historical contests about gender, within and across 
lines of race, class and sexuality, reflecting also on how imperialism, colonialism, capitalism and 
socialism shaped such contests and how people tackled multiple bases of oppression. We will examine 
struggles to achieve equal rights, so often a goal of the modern state, but also strategies to uphold 
them across diverse social and political contexts. We ask however what would constitute progress 
in these areas, to what extent it has been achieved, and why progress is also sometimes reversed.

Secondly the subject focuses on the challenges that women have faced historically in exercising leadership 
and political power. We critically analyse the experiences of some of the most iconic and mythologised 
women leaders, as well as a selection of significant women who inherited or were appointed or elected 
to national leadership. Most of the world’s nations have never had a woman leader. Does history help 
us understand why this is so? And what does this mean for how women are considered as leaders and 
for the history of women and power? We also examine the experiences of women and people of other 
minoritized genders and sexualities who led campaigns for social, political and economic reform.

Students will read a range of primary sources and learn continually to reflect on the gendered 
nature of history. The subject will include case studies from Australia, Europe, Asia and the Americas.

Other examples of subjects categorised as treating the theme of Gender include: 

• ARTS1900, ‘Gendered Worlds: Introduction to Gender Studies’, University of New South Wales

• HIS3002, ‘Histories of Sexuality: Gender, Power, Pleasure and the Body’, La Trobe University

• HIST300 ‘Sex, Sin, and Heresy in Early Medieval Europe’, University of New England

2 Helen Pluckrose and James Lindsay, ‘Cynical Theories. How Universities Made Everything about Race, Gender, and Identity- and Why This 
Harms Everybody (Swift Press, 2020), p. 139
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7. Critical Race Theory 

Forgetting the Past: How Post-Modernist Theory has replaced History in Australian Universities in 2022 
reveals that the theme of ‘Critical Race Theory’ (CRT) is becoming more common. In 2017, there were 13 
subjects which treated the theme of CRT, while in 2002 there are 16. A number of these courses refer to the 
dominant power structures in Western society as being based on ‘whiteness’. 

In his Critical Race Theory Briefing Book, Christopher Rufo defines CRT as an 'academic discipline that holds 
that the United States is a nation founded on white supremacy and oppression, and that these forces are 
still at the root of our society…. In simple terms, critical race theory reformulates the old Marxist dichotomy 
of oppressor and oppressed, replacing the class categories of bourgeoisie and proletariat with the identity 
categories of White and Black.’

Examples of CRT are as follows:

‘Indigenous Women’s Voices: Race, Gender and Colonialism’, Flinders University, WMST2016. 

“This topic engages students with the voices and knowledges of Indigenous women in Australian contexts. 
Its catchcry ‘Listening up’ responds to the title of Professor Aileen Moreton-Robinson’s ground-breaking 
book published in 2000, ‘Talkin’ Up to the White Woman: Indigenous Women and Feminism’ (UQP). It 
takes a history of colonialism as its starting point and investigates how ideas about and practices of race, 
interwoven with gender, shape the lives of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. Specific subject matter 
may include but will not be limited to land, stolen generations, health, alcohol, welfare and incarceration, 
and is approached by centring the sovereignty and agency of Indigenous women. The topic introduces 
the idea of whiteness as a racial category and raises questions about the relationship of non-Indigenous 
feminist theory and practice to the lives of Indigenous women in Australia.”

‘Race in the Americas’, University of Melbourne, HIST30059.

Similarly, the subject will consider the experiences of people of Asian descent living in the Western 
Hemisphere. The history of whiteness in a variety of American nations, including the history of the procession 
of immigrant groups seeking assimilation into the category of “White” as well as more recent turns toward 
racial extremism, will also be a major theme. The subject concludes with reflections on how changing 
demographics throughout the region, but particularly in the United States, have been celebrated and 
criticised in the first decades of the 21st century.

‘Identity and Representation’, University of South Australia, HUMS 3014. 

Students will demonstrate and apply their knowledge to critically engage in and examine discussion and 
analysis of immigration, multiculturalism and the refugee policy, the history of the ‘white’ Australia policy, 
the social construction of whiteness and representations of whiteness in contemporary Australia, the media 
and national identity, racism and the media, anti-discrimination and anti-vilification legislation, fear and the 
politics of representation, Australia and Asian relations.
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The world Since World War II, 2017, HIST10012.

The subject examines social, economic and 
political change in the world from Hiroshima 
to September 11, using case studies to explore 
topics and themes such as the Cold War, the 
population explosion, civil rights, decolonisation, 
fundamentalism and global warming. Key concepts 
developed during the period under study (second-
wave feminism, post-industrialisation, imagined 
communities, Orientalism, postcolonialism, the 
clash of civilisations, globalisation) are introduced 
and discussed in the context of the history that 
produced them. Students will be encouraged to 
develop a command of major developments in 
recent world history, and invited to consider and 
analyse changing ideas of the world in the second 
half of the twentieth century.

The world Since World War II, 2022, HIST10012.

The subject examines social, economic and 
political change in the world from the aftermath of 
World War II to the present using case studies to 
explore topics and themes such as the Cold War, 
civil rights, decolonisation, migration and the rise of 
political extremism. Key concepts developed during 
the period under study (second-wave feminism, 
post-industrialisation, imagined communities, 
Orientalism, postcolonialism, globalization, critical 
race theory) are introduced and discussed in the 
context of the history that produced them. Students 
will be encouraged to develop a command of major 
developments in recent world history, and invited to 
consider and analyse changing ideas of the world 
in the second half of the twentieth century. 
(emphasis added)

Masculinity, Nostalgia and Change, University 
of Western Australia, 2017, HIST2902.

This unit discusses constructions of masculinities in 
Europe, Australia and Asia since c.1700. Students 
draw from gender theory, queer theory, sociology 
and cultural studies to explore changing cultural 
assumptions about masculinity; the power relations 
that structure a range of masculinities such as 
hegemonic or subordinated masculinities; and the 
intersection between masculinities, class and race. 
This exploration is situated against the historical 
impact of feminism, narratives of masculinity in 
‘crisis’, the relationship between masculinity and 
nostalgia, and scholarship on the role of masculinity 
in the pursuit of progressive social change. Major 
research fields within masculinity studies are also 
explored such as sexualities, colonial masculinities, 
black masculinities, Asian masculinities, the male 
body, and men’s rights activism.

Masculinity, Nostalgia and Change, University 
of Western Australia, 2022, HIST2902.

This unit explores contemporary masculinities against 
the backdrop of the historical impact of feminism, 
nostalgic narratives of masculinity in ‘crisis’, the 
emergence of alternative masculinities, men’s rights 
activism, concerns about men’s health, and calls for 
male ‘champions’ or ‘allies’ of feminism. Students 
draw from feminist theory, queer theory,  critical 
race theory, sociology and cultural studies – the 
main fields that comprise ‘masculinity studies’ – to 
explore the politics of spotlighting masculinity; 
changing cultural approaches to masculinity; and 
the intersectional power relations that structure 
a range of masculinities such as hegemonic or 
subordinated masculinities. Methodologically, 
the unit is an extended exploration of how to 
balance compassion and accountability in the 
task of supporting and advancing healthy gender 
relations that enable all human beings to thrive.  
(emphasis added)

University of Western Australia

University of Melbourne

In other cases, the term ‘Critical Race Theory’ has been inserted into subjects which failed to mention CRT 
five years ago. In the example, below, the text in the 2017 and 2022 handbooks are compared, and the 
addition of critical race theory can easily be identified:
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8. The Essential Core Topics in the History of Western 
Civilisation 

The concept that there are significant historical periods and events, has, in recent years become 
unfashionable. This shift has coincided with a movement away from teaching a canon of historical events 
and the rise of Identity Politics, Critical Race Theory and Gender Theory 

In 2017, the Institute of Public Affairs developed a list of the ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western 
Civilisation’ which included 20 of the most significant topics in the history of Western Civilisation. (See also 
Section 10: Methodology).

The IPA maintains that these 20 topics should form the basis of an undergraduate degree in history. The 
topics explain the political, intellectual, social, and material basis of the history of Western Civilisation. 
These are:

1. Ancient Greece

2. Ancient Rome

3. [Any period of] British History

4. The Middle Ages

5. The History of Christianity

6. The Renaissance

7. The Reformation

8. The Enlightenment

9. The American Revolution

10. The US Constitution

11. The French Revolution

12. The Industrial Revolution

13. The Russian Revolution

14. World War I

15. The Great Depression

16. The History of Israel

17. Nazism/Fascism/Communism

18. World War II

19. Decolonisation

20. The Cold War
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Figure 3. Distribution of Essential Core Topics in the History of Western Civilisation: Number of 
history subjects which cover the IPA’s 20 core topics in the History of Western Civilisation 

• There is a large disparity between the number of ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western 
Civilisation’ being offered by Australian universities. Some were covered extensively while others 
were relatively ignored

• In 2017 there were 57 subjects that covered Ancient Greece, 53 subjects on Ancient Rome, and 51 
subjects on World War II, while there were only 30 subjects covering the Renaissance, 23 covering 
the Reformation, and 17 subjects on British history

• The 2022 review found there were 55 subjects which covered Ancient Greece, 57 subjects on 
Ancient Rome, and 36 subjects on World War II, while there are only 26 subjects covering the 
Renaissance, 16 which teach the Reformation, and 18 subjects on British history

• There is a strong emphasis on subjects concerning Ancient Greece, Rome and the twentieth century, 
while the events of the intervening millennia are neglected in comparison. The American Constitution 
was only covered by Campion College

• Positive signs include a greater focus on ‘Democracy’ and ‘Industrialisation’ in Australian history 
courses since the Institute of Public Affairs’ 2017 audit. Democracy appeared in a significantly higher 
number of titles and content descriptions in 2022 (42) than it did in 2017 (21) while Industrialisation 
appearances almost quadrupled, leaping from 11 to 41

Topic
Ancient Rome

Ancient Greece
The Middle Ages

World War II
The Cold War

World War I
The Renaissance

The French Revolution
Nazism

The Enlightenment
[Any period of] British History

The Reformation
Communism

The History of Christianity
Fascism

The Industrial Revolution
The Great Depression

The Russian Revolution
Decolonisation

The American Revolution
The History of Israel

The American Constitution

No. of times Topic was Taught
57
55
39
36
34
32
26
25
24
18
18
16
14
14
13
10
10
10
9
7
6
1
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Figure 4 A. The most common topics from the 'Essential Core Topics in the History of Western 
Civilisation’ in 2017 and 2022 were:

 

Figure 4 B. The least common topics from the ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western 
Civilisation’ in 2017 and 2022 were: 

2022
Ancient Rome 

Ancient Greece 
Middle Ages 
World War II

Cold War 

2022
Russian Revolution

Decolonisation 
American Revolution 

History of Israel
American Constitution

2017
Ancient Greece

Ancient Rome
World War II

Nazism/Fascism/Communism 
Decolonisation

 

2017
The Enlightenment 

The Industrial Revolution 
Any period of British history 

The American Revolution 
The US Constitution

57
57
55
39
36
34
34

57
10
9
7
6
1

19
19
17
16
16

57
57
53
51
48
45
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University
Federation University

University of Notre Dame
Campion College

Melbourne University
University of NSW

Central Queensland University
Monash University

University of Western Australia
University of Sydney

Australian National University
Griffith University

Macquarie University
Edith Cowan University

University of New England
University of Tasmania

University of Wollongong
University of Adelaide

Australian Catholic University
Charles Sturt University

Deakin University 
James Cook University

University of Western Sydney
University of Queensland

University of Southern Queensland
University of Sunshine Coast

Victoria University
Flinders University

Murdoch University
University of Newcastle

Southern Cross University
Curtin University

Avondale University
La Trobe University

University of South Australia
Charles Darwin University

University
Campion College

Melbourne University
University of Sydney

Flinders University
University of Adelaide

Australian Catholic University
Macquarie University

University of South Australia
University of Tasmania

Monash University
University of Western Australia
University of New South Wales
Australian National University

University of Notre Dame
University of New England
University of Wollongong
University of Queensland

Central Queensland University
University of Western Sydney

University of Southern Queensland
University of Newcastle
Charles Sturt University
Edith Cowan University

Deakin University
Federation University

Victoria University
La Trobe University

University of the Sunshine Coast
Avondale University
Murdoch University

Curtin University
Griffith University

James Cook University
Southern Cross University
Charles Darwin University

Topics 2017
20
20
20
19
19
18
18
18
18
17
17
15
14
13
13
13
12
11
10
8
8
8
6
5
5
5
5
3
3
3
3
2
 1
0
0

Topics 2022
20
15
15
14
13
13
12
11
11
11
11
11
10
9
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
5
5
4
4
4
3
2
2
2
 1
0
0
0
0

No. of CoreNo. of Core 

Figure 5. Number of ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western Civilisation’ offered by 
Australian Universities
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Many Australian universities promote post-modernist theory at the expense of the ‘Essential Core Topics in 
the History of Western Civilisation’. 

• 280 of the 791 history subjects offered in 2022 teach some aspect of the ‘Essential Core Topics in 
the History of Western Civilisation’

• In 2022, Campion College is the only university to cover all 20 Essential Core Topics in the History 
of Western Civilisation

• In 2022, three universities: Griffith University, James Cook University and Southern Cross University 
did not cover one of the 20 essential core subjects

• Charles Darwin University stopped offering History altogether

While several Australian universities promote modernist theory, there remains a number of subjects which 
do cover a significant number of ‘Essential Core Topics in the History of Western Civilisation.’ An example 
of these are as follows:

Australian National University, Early Modern Europe, HIST105.

Over the period 1500-1789 Europe’s self-understanding shifted dramatically as its international power and 
consequently its relationship with the rest of the world were transformed. Social and cultural historians study 
how people in Europe experienced life and understood the local environment and community around them 
as they struggled with war, famine and pandemics alongside times of great growth and expansion. This unit 
debates the way early modern Europe should be understood and considers changing beliefs about religion 
and magic; issues of politics and power; cultural and intellectual life; economics and technological trends 
and the articulation of European power and identity in the international arena. Students will draw on the 
fascinating primary sources of the era as well as secondary sources written by historians to develop their 
understanding of the unit’s themes through inquiry-based research activities. The aim of this unit is to develop 
students’ capacity to analyse key developments in early modern European history and the key debates that 
surround this fascinating era.

Campion College, Western Societies from Antiquity to Present, History 101.

This unit of study presents a broad introduction to the study of history and the context of Western history. It 
examines several approaches to historical inquiry and examples of the ways in which those approaches 
have been put into practice. The periods, people and themes studied include Ancient Greece, Alexander the 
Great, the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, and Marxism. Each of these topics introduces students to 
new themes in Western history and new methodologies in historical inquiry.

Edith Cowan University, Revolutionary Europe 1789-1871, HIS3104.

The French Revolution of 1789 plunged Europe into the most profound and protracted crisis which it had ever 
known. From 1789 the continent was marked by decades of revolutionary conflict and state rivalries that 
saw France replaced by Germany as the powerhouse of Europe. This unit examines the key social, political 
and economic factors influencing Revolutionary Europe from 1789-1871. From the French Revolution and 
the rise and fall of Napoleon, to industrialisation, changes in the world of ideas, the 1848 Revolutions and 
the unification of Italy and Germany, this unit examines Europe through crisis, revolution and reconciliation.
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Macquarie University, From Alexander the Great to Augustus; The Hellenistic Age, AHIS2210.

Alexander the Great’s extraordinary conquests (towards the end of the fourth century BCE) opened up vast 
areas of the ancient Near-East to Greek influences. This unit deals with the political and cultural history of 
the eastern Mediterranean area, beginning with Alexander’s invasion of the Persian Empire, dealing in 
some detail with his personality and policies. It follows the fortunes of his successors in the third and second 
centuries BCE, treating the Hellenisation of native peoples and reactions to cultural change, down to and 
including the early first century CE, under the Roman Empire. Consideration will also be given to the place 
of Alexander the Great as a historical figure in the modern world.

University of Western Sydney, Britain in the Age of Botany Bay, 1760-1815, HUMN 3109.

This unit introduces the social, economic, political, and cultural forces that shaped the society from which the 
first white Australians came. It considers processes of historical change and uses primary sources to explore 
historical debates concerning these changes. Themes covered include social class; sex and gender; crime 
and punishment; industrial revolution, urbanisation, and public health; the public sphere; political life; war, 
militarisation, and empire. This unit places special emphasis on the use of digitised primary sources, training 
students in their use. It also requires an extended piece of original primary source-based historical research. 
The unit spans the period 1760-1815.
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9. Conclusion 

In 2015, the authors of the IPA’s report 'The End of History…at Australian Universities’, concluded that history 
as taught in Australia’s universities was dying. This audit shows that in 2022, history is well and truly dead, 
having been completely subsumed by post-modern theory such as Critical Race Theory and Gender Theory, 
under the guise of history. 

The IPA’s systematic review of the 791 history subjects taught across 35 universities reveals that historians 
employed in Australian universities are more preoccupied with approached grounded in post-modern 
theory, in particular putting more emphasis on issues of class, race, gender, and sexuality than, for example, 
the Reformation or the Renaissance.

Post-modernism rejects the notion that we can learn from history, so it is somewhat ironic that post-modernist 
historians generally seek to show that historically, Western Civilisation is a white male patriarchy which 
wields power over and oppresses women, racial minorities, and the poor. They conclude, that as such, 
the values and institutions of Western Civilisation are the cause of all suffering, pain, and inequality in this 
world, past, present, and future. In this way, ‘history’ as Douglas Murray comments, ‘becomes the history 
of Western sins.’3 

One ‘sin’ which is of growing concern to historians appears to be ‘whiteness’ and ‘white privilege’, which is 
couched in the language of Critical Race Theory. Take for example a subject entitled ‘Indigenous Women’s 
Voices: Race, Gender and Colonialism,’ taught at Flinders University. In this unit, students will spend their 
time learning a ‘history of colonialism as its starting point’ and investigate ‘how ideas about and practices 
of race, interwoven with gender, shape the lives of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people.’ They will be 
introduced to the ‘idea of whiteness as a racial category and raises questions about the relationship of non-
Indigenous feminist theory and practice to the lives of Indigenous women in Australia.’ 

Not to be outdone, the University of Melbourne offers ‘Race in the Americas’, which will ‘consider the 
experiences of people of Asian descent living in the Western Hemisphere. The history of whiteness in a 
variety of American nations, including the history of the procession of immigrant groups seeking assimilation 
into the category of “White” as well as more recent turns toward racial extremism. ‘

Those students who undertake a Bachelor of Arts with a Major in History in the hope that a university 
education will make up for the lacunae in their historical knowledge will be sorely disappointed. Rather than 
being exposed to a variety of versions of the past, they will be taught that the whole of our human history 
can be explained as a ‘zero-sum political struggle revolving around identity markers like race, sex, gender, 
sexuality, and many others.’ 4 

The onus should now be on Australian universities to be honest about what they are offering to undergraduates 
before they commence their degrees. Those subjects which are by and large, dominated by post-modernist 
theories but are currently being sold as history, should be moved to more suitable homes, such as Sociology 
departments or Gender Studies. It is time for Australian universities to stop indulging in false advertising and 
allow students to make informed decisions about what they are signing up for. This would be a good first 
step in reclaiming the discipline of history from the post-modernists and restoring it to its rightful place in the 
universities.

3 Douglas Murray, ‘War on the West. How to Prevail in the Age of Unreason’ (Harper Collins, 2022), p. 123

4 Pluckrose and Lindsay, ‘Cynical theories’, p. 16
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10. Methodology

Since it was established in 2010, the IPA’s Foundations of Western Civilisation Program has generated 
significant public interest. The IPA’s 2021 research report, The Humanities Dehumanised: How the Humanities 
are Taught in Australia’s Universities in 2020, examined 1,181 subjects at Australia’s top 10 ranked tertiary 
institutions. Another report was released in 2019, The Humanities in Crisis: An Audit of Taxpayer-Funded ARC 
Grants, which investigated taxpayer-funded ARC humanities grants awarded to Australian universities since 
2002. This was preceded by a report looking at, Australian History’s Last Stand: An Audit of Australian History 
Teaching at Universities, which reviewed 147 Australian History subjects offered by 35 Universities in 2018.

The methodology of Forgetting the Past: How Post-Modernist Theory Has replaced History in Australian 
Universities in 2022 is derived from the research of the Australian Historical Association (AHA) that 
commissioned three ‘State of History’ surveys between 1994 and 2002. The review analysed the content 
of history programs of 57 universities in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Papua New Guinea. The AHA 
surveys identified the key themes of each history subject, such as ‘Theory/Ideas/philosophy’, ‘Women/
Feminism/Gender’, ‘Race/Ethnic History’, ‘Labour’, and ‘Crime and Punishment.’

A similar methodology was adopted in the IPA’s 2015 research report The end of history…in Australian 
Universities and in The Rise of Identity Politics - An Audit of History Teaching at Australian Universities in 
2017. This methodology was again used in. A research team in the IPA’s Foundations of Western Civilisation 
Program reviewed the content of every undergraduate history subject, as made publicly available through 
course descriptions and university handbooks, of the 35 Australian universities that offered a history program 
in 2022. 

Following this review process each of the 791 subjects was placed into one of five categories, according 
to what was regarded as the primary focus or theme of the subject. Three of the categories (Australian 
History, Other Histories, and Theory & Practical) are based on the categorisation used in the AHA surveys. 
The category of Identity Politics, Critical Race Theory and Gender Theory are based on an analysis of the 
emphasis the subject gives to critical cultural theory.

The concept of an ‘Essential Core’ is based on the notion of the canon of significant historical subjects 
devised by the British historian Professor Niall Ferguson, Professor of History at Harvard University and 
Senior Research Fellow at Jesus College, Oxford. In The Rise of Identity Politics - An Audit of History Teaching 
at Australian Universities in 2017, the Institute of Public Affairs developed its own ‘Core Topics in the History 
of Western Civilisation’ comprising 20 of the most significant topics in the history of Western Civilisation. It 
posited that these 20 topics should form the basis of an undergraduate degree in History. The topics explain 
the political, intellectual, social, and material basis of the history of Western Civilisation. 

The list of modern history topics set out by Ferguson were any period of British history, the Reformation, the 
Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, the American Revolution, the French Revolution, the U.S. Constitution, 
the Industrial Revolution, the American Civil War, German Unification, World War I, the Russian Revolution, 
the Great Depression, the Rise of Fascism, the Third Reich, World War II, Decolonisation, the Cold War, the 
History of Israel, and European Integration. The Institute of Public Affairs’ Essential Core Topics have been 
modified to encompass Western Civilisation, from Ancient Greece to the Cold War.

To determine the number of subjects that teach particular themes, those themes were identified as keywords, 
and the occurrence of those keywords in either the name of the subject, or the description of the content of 
the subject was recorded. For example, the keyword ‘Identity’ appears in either the name or the description 
of the content, or both, 64 times. 
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About the Institute of Public Affairs 

The Institute of Public Affairs is an independent, non-profit public policy think tank, dedicated to preserving 
and strengthening the foundations of economic and political freedom. Since 1943, the IPA has been at 
the forefront of the political and policy debate, defining the contemporary political landscape. The IPA is 
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