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Scott Hargreaves

Subject: FW: From the IPA: Say No To Glasgow

Dear Sue, One by one the major institutions of Australia have signed on to ‘Net Zero by 2050’; the National Party being just the latest domino to fall. But the IPA will not endorse that goal; not now, not ever. 

Dear Sue, 

One by one the major institutions of Australia have signed on to ‘Net Zero by 2050’; the 

National Party being just the latest domino to fall. But the IPA will not endorse that goal; not 

now, not ever. 

The future prosperity of Australia is at risk as politicians converge on Glasgow in pursuit of 

Net Zero. Disastrously,  Prime Minister Scott Morrison has gained approval from the ruling 

Liberal and National party Coalition to take a national plan consistent with the Net Zero goal 

to the ‘COP26’ meeting in Glasgow, which commences on 31 October 2021. 

To keep you updated on the events of Glasgow and how they impact mainstream Australians, 

I am excited to let you know the IPA will be publishing a Say No To Glasgow daily email 

bulletin featuring expert commentary from our Director of Policy, Gideon Rozner, and climate 

policy expert Emeritus Professor Aynsley Kellow, starting tomorrow, 27 October 2021. 

Please click here to sign up to receive the Say No To Glasgow daily email bulletin for 

the duration of the COP26 meeting. 

This daily email bulletin brings together IPA’s leading research on both climate science and 

climate policy that has been developed over many years, and will include research, 

commentary and audio-visual content that you will not find anywhere else. It will demonstrate 

why IPA research is more important than ever before. 

We are incredulous: not just at the Coalition’s plans, but at the absence of debate and 

scrutiny in our politics and our media. Not so long ago in Australia we had a ‘climate election’ 

where the costs of Net Zero plans were centre stage, and they were decisively rejected. Now 

we are being offered nothing but applause for the lofty goals and silence on the impacts. 
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As IPA Executive Director, John Roskam, said on Friday in the Australian Financial Review, 

Australians have not been told what is in Scott Morrison’s plan for Net Zero or how much it is 

going to cost. He contrasted this with an official UK Government report which is at least 

honest. John wrote: 

There is this statement of the obvious, namely that government 

subsidies eventually have to be paid for by someone: “The cost of 

government-funded programmes will also be met by households 

through their taxes, or through lower public spending (and reductions 

in public services) in other areas.” 

It would be good if more politicians remembered this basic truth. 

While the report repeats the mantra on climate change that “the costs 

of global inaction significantly outweigh the costs of action”, it goes on 

to explain that those costs will “pass through to households through 

the labour market, prices and asset values” and that “the costs and 

benefits will not fall evenly across households”. 

Indeed they won’t. Billionaires will get the benefit of feeling good 

about themselves, and the poor will pay the cost. 

Meanwhile here in Australia, if the Prime Minister were to be asked 

what would be the cost of him going to Glasgow and agreeing to “net 

zero by 2050”, he either would not know or he would not say. 
     

John has had a tremendous response to that column with Australians across the country 

expressing concern that mainstream media is now a cheerleader for Net Zero, willing to 

endorse Scott Morrison’s plans to the extent they align with those of the global elite 

institutions that invented the goal. 

If the Government will not be honest about the real costs of Glasgow, then IPA research is 

more vital than ever. If the media will campaign for a cause rather than report the truth then 

the IPA’s voice is more vital than ever. 

While the Australian media has spent months breathlessly analysing whether Scott Morrison 

will or won’t go to Glasgow, there has been no mention that the leaders of massive emitters 

like Russia and China won’t be attending. Or that the darling of internationalists, Jacinda 

Ardern, will be staying home as New Zealand has been condemned for “years of grand 

gestures but little action”. In IPA reports you will read about China building coal-fired power 

stations at a terrific rate while in Australia ours are being shut down, but good luck finding that 

information in your daily paper. Or that across the northern hemisphere there is a rolling 
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energy crisis caused by an energy system failing under the weight of green policies (which I 

covered in my last email to you). 

While the Australian media trumpets the benefits of Scott Morrison’s Net Zero plan, it takes 

John Roskam to highlight official UK Government reports that it is the poor in our 

communities who will be bearing the greatest burden of Net Zero policies. 

This independent research is critical at a time when mainstream media is aiding and abetting 

the Morrison Government’s spin that Net Zero can be accomplished not only without pain, but 

with a ceaseless flow of ‘green jobs’ and pointless boondoggles such as ‘green hydrogen’. 

IPA research released in February demonstrated just how critical these decisions are for our 

country. Daniel Wild and Cian Hussey found that up to 653,600 jobs would be put at risk from 

a Net Zero emissions target, and that those jobs losses would be concentrated in the 

agriculture, manufacturing, and coal mining industries. 

Impacts of Global Climate Negotiations 

While gullible western nations like Australia are committed to ‘unilateral decarbonisation’ – 

destroying jobs and our energy security along the way – it will have no actual impact on the 

alleged goal: the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere. Dr Arthur Day, the General Editor 

of the IPA’s series of climate related Fact Sheets, has provided for us this exclusive analysis 

of the impact of climate talks on atmospheric CO2 levels: 

  

That is to say: no effect at all. Anyone would think that increases and decreases in human-

related emissions (let alone promises made at UN meetings) have no effect on atmospheric 

CO2 levels. We can be sure that emission policies will have real and detrimental effects on 

living standards, energy security, and freedom; but we should be incredibly sceptical about 

claims that it will do anything for our global environment. 
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So whatever Scott Morrison does we will not stop our program of research and 

communications. The IPA will Say No To Glasgow in all its forms. We do this now, in 

principle, and in years to come in detail as governments come to legislate and regulate the 

thousands of measures supposedly justified by Net Zero. 

We are kick starting our opposition to Net Zero commitments with a Say No To Glasgow daily 

email bulletin of expert commentary and associated research for the duration of the Glasgow 

conference, starting tomorrow, 27 October. 

Say No To Glasgow Bulletin 

Our Say No To Glasgow bulletin will be collated and introduced each day by our Director of 

Policy, Gideon Rozner. At a time when so many are barracking for Net Zero as inevitable, 

Gideon sees parallels between the situation now and the revolt amongst mainstream 

Australians triggered by then Liberals leader Malcolm Turnbull’s attempts to binding 

commitments to COP15 in Copenhagen in 2009. 

In each bulletin, Gideon will provide an introduction, highlight the latest research from the IPA, 

and feature special commentary by climate policy expert Emeritus Professor Aynsley Kellow. 

We are excited that someone who literally wrote the book on global climate negotiations, 

Professor Kellow, has agreed to be our Special Correspondent providing expert analysis of 

the issues and the machinations at Glasgow. He is Professor Emeritus of Government, 

University of Tasmania, and author of Negotiating Climate Change: A Forensic Analysis and 

Transforming Power: The Politics of Electricity Planning. He was also Expert Reviewer for the 

IPCC and member of the Australian Delegation to two OECD workshops on risk 

management. He also contributed a terrific (and highly relevant) chapter, Climate Science 

and Policy-based Evidence, to the IPA’s Climate Change The Facts 2020. 

In fact, we have just published Professor Kellow’s first article, The Dubious Origins of Net 

Zero, providing the context for Glasgow. He makes clear that ‘Net Zero by 2050’ is a political 

rather than a scientific goal. Parts of its history are extraordinary: 

In 2013 about 30 women, including Christiana Figueres, the Executive 

Secretary of the Framework Convention on Climate Change, met at 

Glen House in Scotland, the impressive mid-19th century mansion 

inherited by green finance activist Tessa Tennant from her father-in-

law, Lord Glenconner (a one-time paramour of Princess Margaret). 

One participant was Farhana Yamin, an activist lawyer who had 

advised both the Association of Small Island States and the European 

Union. It was here that Net Zero originated and from whence it spread 
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– actively by the participants, although the ‘by 2050’ was really added

by the IPCC.
 

You can read the whole article online here, or where it appears further down in this email. 

Regardless of whether you subscribe to our special series of bulletins on progress with the 

Glasgow negotiations (and spin), you will continue to the receive regular updates from me on 

the IPA climate science research of Dr Jennifer Marohasy and Dr John Abbot (and also 

progress with the recently established Project for Real Science led by Dr Peter Ridd). 

The Dubious Origins of Net Zero 

In which Professor Kellow provides some context for Net Zero: 

Sitting in an international meeting, one soon become aware that buzzwords and phrases are 

thrown around in an attempt to convince others that what one is arguing has the imprimatur of 

previous agreement. 

There is much talk of ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’, acting in a precautionary 

manner, and so on. Such meetings are not cliché-free zones – even less so than domestic 

politics. Some ideas and concepts succeed in assuming hegemonic significance, and with 

climate change we find that 2°C, 1.5°C and ‘Net Zero by 2050’ have become central to the 

discourse surrounding the issue and constrain the freedom of participants to act. 

We are constantly assured that we are ‘Following The Science’ in all this, a rather silly 

statement since science is not some monolithic body of knowledge. As Physics Nobel 

Laureate, Richard Feynman put it, ‘Science is the belief in the ignorance of experts’. 

These three data points have assumed hegemonic importance for the 26th Conference of the 

Parties to the Framework Convention on Climate Change beginning in Glasgow on 31 

October 2021. One could be forgiven for thinking that they are based on ‘The Science’, but 

this is not the case. 

Their origins lie in politics. 

The figure of 2°C above pre-industrial Mean Global Temperature (MGT) is the agreed goal of 

the 2015 Paris Agreement. We have already seen, according to best estimates, a little under 

1.2°C. These are estimates, because the temperature record is patchy – especially for the 

70% of the earth’s surface that is water, for which (until the introduction of Argo floats a 

couple of decades ago) the air temperature has been estimated from the temperature of 

water sampled by tossing a bucket over the side of ships (suitably adjusted for the transition 

from wooden buckets to steel buckets). 
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As it happens, 1.2°C is what Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius predicted for a doubling of 

atmospheric CO2 in 1896. ‘Arrhenius’s rule’ held that an increase in CO2 “in geometric 

progression, the augmentation of the temperature will increase nearly in arithmetic 

progression”. (Arrhenius welcomed the prospect of some global warming, which he 

considered might help stave off the next inevitable ice age and create better growing 

conditions to feed a growing population). 

The question of how the 2°C came about is important. It is clear that it was driven not by 

science, but by politics, and actors have simply coalesced around 2°C as a convenient 

political rallying point. We should not underestimate the complexity of the system which drives 

global temperature variation, which is made up of not just the atmosphere but also the ocean 

to which it is coupled via exchange of heat, water, and carbon. The system is non-linear and 

behaves in ways that are not well understood. The idea that we can control this system to 

achieve a specific incremental temperature increase – 2°C in this case – is hubris of the worst 

kind. 

The first to mention 2°C was an economist – William Nordhaus in 1979. It featured in 

discussions by scientists at Villach and Bellagio in the late 1980s, but being discussed by 

scientists does not mean it had a scientific basis. The European Union proposed 2°C as a 

policy target in 1996, with support by some environmentalists and scientists, and the EU and 

especially German Chancellor Angela Merkel “struggled for a number of years to bring the 

other G8 leaders onto the 2°C bandwagon”, as Joni Seager put it in 2009, although noting 

that Al Gore and Bono had adopted it as a touchstone. 

But it received a boost in 2009, when just before the 2009 G8 Summit 47 environmental 

groups published an open letter to President Obama urging that the G8 embrace a goal of 

staying below the 2°C target, and the G8 leaders adopted it, and it then found its way into the 

Copenhagen Accord. The G8 leaders’ declaration claimed that it was a ‘scientific view’ that 

dictated the 2°C target, there being little to support this. It did not appear in the UNFCCC, nor 

in any IPCC reports. Seager noted that 2°C of global warming was not a geophysical 

threshold marking a boundary between little and much danger, but “patently a political target, 

constructed ideologically in the service of distinctive interests”. 

While it then found its way ino the Paris Agreement, 2°C has been criticised by scientific 

experts and economists as infeasible, expensive, and framing climate policy as providing 

certain knowledge about causes, climate sensitivity and responses to policy, as if there were 

a giant ‘thermostat’ on the climate system that allows us to dial in our desired outcome. Or, as 

Seager (2009) puts it, “This conceit frames the climate as a machine that we can control – 

perhaps like an oven, that we can turn on and off or hold at a more or less steady 

temperature point.” Richard Tol (2007) has concluded that the 2°C target is supported by 
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rather thin arguments, based on inadequate methods, sloppy reasoning, and selective citation 

from a very narrow set of studies. 

The 2°C target has, of course, been displaced for many by 1.5°C, but that too is political 

rather than scientific in origin. 

On 17 October 2009, President Nasheed of the Maldives held the world’s first underwater 

cabinet meeting, a PR stunt before the December 2009 UN Copenhagen climate conference. 

Mark Lynas, an environmental activist and adviser to Nasheed, wrote from Copenhagen that 

“temperature rises above 1.5°C will destroy this island nation from all sides”. In fact, the 

Maldives has recently opened five new airports for tourism that would constitute poor 

investments were these claims true, and research has shown that coral atolls simply grow as 

water rises, as Charles Darwin observed nearly two centuries ago. 

Before Paris, the 44-member Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) pushed for 1.5°C , and 

were supported by the Climate Vulnerable Forum. With NGOs chanting “1.5 to stay alive”, the 

lower target attracted the support of over 100 countries, without any scientific basis. 

But what of ‘Net Zero by 2050’? Part of the Paris outcome was a reference to the IPCC for a 

Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5°C, which it duly produced in 2018, and which called 

for Net Zero by 2050 if warming was to be limited to 1.5°, but by 2075 if it was to be kept to 

2°C. The Agreement itself called for Net Zero in the second half of the century, so there was 

considerable mission creep in specifying Net Zero by 2050, which has become the new 

lodestar. But the enthusiasm for Net Zero commenced before Paris. 

In 2013 about 30 women, including Christiana Figueres, the Executive Secretary of the 

Framework Convention on Climate Change, met at Glen House in Scotland, the impressive 

mid-19th century mansion inherited by green finance activist Tessa Tennant from her father-

in-law, Lord Glenconner (a one-time paramour of Princess Margaret). One participant was 

Farhana Yamin, an activist lawyer who had advised both the Association of Small Island 

States and the European Union. It was here that Net Zero originated and from whence it 

spread – actively by the participants, although the ‘by 2050’ was really added by the IPCC. 

It went first to the World Bank, through Glen House participant Rachel Kyte, climate envoy for 

the Bank, which had at this time adopted (at US insistence) a Directions Statement prohibiting 

the provision of finance for coal-fired power stations. So, it come to pass that in December 

2014 in a speech in Washington DC Bank President Jim Yong Kim said a proposed global 

climate agreement should “provide a clear pathway to zero net emissions before 2100”. 

Then Jennifer Morgan of the World Resources Institute, who was close to the Merkel 

administration in Germany, succeeded in having Angela Merkel secure G-7 leaders’ approval 

in June 2015 for a statement, apparently overcoming some reluctance from Japan and 
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Canada, stressing the need for “decarbonisation of the global economy over the course of 

this century”. 

Then came Paris, with its nod in the direction of 1.5°C and the promises of an IPCC Special 

Report to appease the Small Island States, but with Net Zero in the latter half of the century – 

allowing the IPCC to embrace both 1.5°C and bring the impetus for Net Zero forward to 2050, 

which is, after all, in the second half of the century – just! 

The construction of the cage Australia finds itself in was then closed in 2019 when UN 

Secretary-General António Guterres wrote to every head of state demanding they set out 

plans to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. This provided the basis for every NGO and state 

that saw advantage in Net Zero by 2050 to demand that Australia and every other 

“recalcitrant” state fall into line with something that they never agreed to – and which lacks 

any sound scientific basis. 

Conclusion 

Today’s commentary concerned the genesis of Net Zero by 2050. In one of the bulletins later 

this week you will read Professor Kellow on the difficulties created by the crazed dash for 

renewable energy made in the name of carbon abatement. 

You will receive the first of our bulletins from Gideon Rozner tomorrow. In the meantime, I 

believe every Australian should understand – as Professor Kellow has established – that we 

are being stampeded into destructive policies that have their origins in pure politics, not 

science. 

Sign up to our Say No To Glasgow daily email bulletin for the duration of the conference at 

ipa.org.au/netzero. And if you have already done so, please share this email with your friends 

and family. 

Thank you for your support. 

Scott Hargreaves 
Executive General Manager 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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Scott Hargreaves

From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 27 October 2021 4:38 PM
To: Scott Hargreaves
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #1: Promising the Unachievable

Dear Scott, 

Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #1: Promising the Unachievable 

Welcome to the Say No To Glasgow daily email Bulletin. This is the first of a series being 

issued by the IPA for the duration of the global climate negotiations – COP26 – to be held in 

Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November 2021. We will look beyond the platitudes and give 

you a robust research-based analysis into what Glasgow and ‘Net Zero’ really means for 

Australia. 

Analysing the media pack from Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s big announcement yesterday, 

it is clear that the preceding weeks of high political theatre – with the National Party playing 

the part of the reluctant bride – ultimately amounted to nothing (or ‘zero’, if you will) as 

Morrison was able to announce a ‘deal’, a ‘plan’ based on five principles: 

 technology not taxes

 expand choices not mandates

 drive down the cost of a range of new technologies

 keep energy prices down with affordable and reliable power

 be accountable for progress

What we have been given isn’t so much of a ‘plan’ as a series of elaborate PowerPoint slides 

entitled Australia’s Long-Term Emissions Reduction Plan: A whole-of-economy Plan to 

achieve net zero emissions by 2050. [Read here] 

It is a work of public policy fiction telling us we will be saved by a suite of technological 

advancements that are either in their infancy or non-existent – that by mustering enough cash 

for ‘green hydrogen’ and the like, we can ‘decarbonise’ one of the most carbon-intensive 
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economies on earth in a way that will ‘not rely on taxes’ and ‘will not put industries, regions, or 

jobs at risk’. 

This is not what IPA research shows. As we have mentioned before, our research published 

in February this year found that up to 653,600 jobs would be put at risk from a Net Zero 

emissions target. The IPA’s report is the only publicly available research report analysing the 

cost of ‘Net Zero by 2050’ on Australian jobs, and its key finding has not been refuted by 

either the government or the Business Council of Australia. 

We’ll have more to say on the plan in coming days. For the moment the only parts of the 

document I believe are the ones with promises to waste taxpayer money – because 

governments are good at that – totalling $20 billion of government ‘investment in low 

emissions technology’ by 2030. 

As Dr Arthur Day wrote in an IPA article we have just published (Why Sign On To A Pointless 

and Unachievable Goal?), reputable forecasts point to a massive ‘production gap’ by 2050; 

that being the difference between the fantasy goals of Net Zero and the reality of a world that 

requires fossil fuels to light and heat its homes and run its industries: 

The radical change in fossil fuel use implied by “Production consistent 

with 1.5C” would require the successful development of an array of 

still-unproven technologies in a mere 29 years. The mooted new 

technologies have so far never been implemented at the enormous 

scale required to transition the energy currently being supplied using 

fossil fuels, which is 83.1 per cent of the world’s total. [Read here] 

As we have mentioned before, this Bulletin will carry special analysis each day by Aynsley 

Kellow, Emeritus Professor at the University of Tasmania and author of Negotiating Climate 

Change: A Forensic Analysis. Until the conference officially begins on the weekend, his 

analyses will provide valuable context. Yesterday he explained how international institutions 

and activists worked to herd Australia into a reckless pursuit of a dreamt-up goal: 

UN Secretary-General António Guterres wrote to every head of state 

demanding they set out plans to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. 

This provided the basis for every NGO and state that saw advantage 

in Net Zero by 2050 to demand that Australia and every other 

“recalcitrant” state fall into line with something that they never agreed 

to – and which lacks any sound scientific basis. [Read here] 
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Today’s contribution from Professor Kellow appears below, after which I will provide further 

links to IPA research and commentary. 

Is Glasgow asking Australia to commit to the impossible? 

Australia is accustomed to difficult international negotiations. Climate change negotiations are 

no exception. 

The mantra of Australian foreign policy runs as follows: Australia is a middle power; it has an 

overriding interest in a rules-based international system that constrains hegemons and would-

be hegemons; in contrast to other states, it therefore takes seriously and seeks to honour 

commitments entered into, setting an example it expects to be followed; this makes it 

therefore a hard-nosed negotiator that is careful as to what it agrees to. 

This is not always the case with other nations, where the observation of Joseph Weiler in 

1988 regarding international negotiations seems to apply – those least likely to implement are 

often the first to agree. 

The intentions of negotiators might be honourable, and this tendency can assist a conclusion 

to negotiations being reached – something that is difficult in a multilateral process with a large 

number of parties. Former US diplomat George F. Kennan once remarked that the 

unlikelihood of a negotiation reaching agreement grows by the square of the number of 

parties taking part, so it might appear that such factors might be functional, along with what is 

known as ‘creative ambiguity’. 

But there is a history of states sending delegations to the negotiation of multilateral 

environmental agreements that are (in contrast to Australia) either dominated by members of 

environment agencies or even comprised solely of such individuals. Upon return, Treasuries 

and economic agencies are not always as enamoured with what has a been agreed – usually 

in a frenzied late night final session where sleep deprivation doesn’t always make for clear, 

rational thought. And creative ambiguity leaves wriggle room for states, the level at which 

implementation must occur – just as it does with the implementation of domestic policy. 

This requires that Australia and other states that take their obligations seriously pay particular 

attention to what is agreed to, especially because other states parties are more likely to push 

agendas and honour outcomes that accord with their interests. 

So it was with the European Union at Kyoto in 1997, where it was able to bundle up the post-

1990 reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the ‘European Bubble’ (or Burden 

Sharing Agreement) and allow some member states to enjoy increases in emissions. (Greta 
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Thunberg’s home state of Sweden, for example, was allowed an increase for its proposed 

phase-out of nuclear energy, without incurring a single ‘How Dare You!’). 

It’s not as if Europe worked hard to create the surplus for the likes of Sweden to share. The 

surplus had two basic origins. One was the ‘Dash for Gas’ that occurred in the United 

Kingdom after 1990 when Margaret Thatcher finally did the National Union of Miners in, 

privatising the Central Electricity Generating Board – with the EU assisting by relaxing 

restrictions on the use of natural gas for electricity generation. The higher cost of capital in 

the private sector led to widespread replacement of coal-fired generation by less capital 

intensive Combined Cycle Gas Turbines, and a 60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 

per kWh. 

The other element was the ‘wallfall’ that followed the end of Communism in Eastern Europe. 

In the case of Germany, reunification of East and West in October 1990 was followed by the 

collapse of East German industrial output and the carbon-intensive lignite (brown coal) on 

which it depended. Accession of other former Communist states brought with them 

reductions, in what Australia’s negotiators referred to as the ‘Magic Pudding’. 

The EU thus met its Kyoto target with ease – practically before it was set – and it proceeded 

to assume the high moral ground and lecture those like Australia that had a different set of 

interests. For example, Australia had cheap, clean coal; Germany was paying around DM12 

billion (€24 billion) annually to subsidise coal production, so saw the climate change problem 

differently. (Indeed, the then German Chancellor, Helmut Kohl, had in the late 1980s talked 

up the problem to wedge the Greens and Social Democrats who were pushing for a nuclear 

phase-out after Chernobyl, to be replaced by coal). 

Behind all the high-sounding talk about ‘saving the planet’, in other words, important interests 

are at stake. 

For all the claims that global climate policy is based on ‘The Science’, key elements of the 

negotiating discourse – including ‘Net Zero’ and even the 2°C goal of the Paris Agreement – 

are based on politics that Australia has had little role in defining. 

It is further important to note that the International Energy Agency has concluded that ‘Net 

Zero by 2050’ cannot be achieved with existing technology. 

Prime Minister therefore needs to be careful in considering signing up to such a target. Not 

only does it jeopardise the nation’s interests, especially its comparative advantage in cheap, 

high quality coal, but it puts at risk its long-standing mantra of delivering on what it signs up 

for. 

If the IEA is correct, to accept Net Zero by 2050 as a goal would be to accept the 

unachievable, and promise to meet it. 
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Recent Commentary from the IPA 

IPA Director of Research Daniel Wild spoke with Cory Bernadi on Sky News just before the 

National Party agreed to support the Morrison Government’s plan. 

Daniel broke down the costs of Net Zero to illustrate how it is the poor within our community 

who will pay the highest price to pursue this target. As he pointed out: 

A Net Zero emissions target is not only tremendously expensive, in 

the trillions as you say, but it is also regressive, hitting the low-income 

people the hardest. [Watch here] 

IPA Research Highlights 

A justification often given for absorbing the job losses that will definitely come in pursuit of a 

Net Zero goal is that the lost jobs will be replaced by new ones in the renewable energy 

sector. One reason to not trust the promise of ‘green jobs’ is the sector’s dismal record on job 

creation. 

In a report published by the IPA earlier this year, Net Zero Jobs: An analysis of the 

employment impact of a net zero emissions target in Australia, Daniel Wild and Cian 

Hussey analysed how Net Zero would impact the makeup of the economy: 

The report also finds that the so-called green jobs of the future that 

Australians were promised have not been delivered. Specifically, for 

every one job created in ‘renewable activities’ since 2010, five 

manufacturing jobs have been destroyed. [Read here] 
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Thank you for signing up to this Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to sign 

up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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Scott Hargreaves

From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>
Sent: Thursday, 28 October 2021 4:40 PM
To: Scott Hargreaves
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #2: Woke capital lands in Glasgow

Dear Scott, 

Woke capital lands in Glasgow 

Right on cue, the captains of the global finance industry have weighed in on the road to 

Glasgow, with a group of 733 institutional investors releasing the so-called Global Investor 

Statement to Governments on the Climate Crisis yesterday. The document makes several 

demands, like ‘carbon pricing’, a phase-out of coal-fired electricity and a boycott of ‘new 

carbon-intensive infrastructure’. 

‘Our ability to properly allocate the trillions of dollars needed to support the net-zero transition 

is limited,’ the statement says, ‘by the ambition gap between current government 

commitments and the emissions reductions needed to limit global average temperature rise 

to 1.5-degrees Celsius.’ The precise way in which this ‘lack of ambition’ imposes a ‘limit’ on 

the investment decisions of these financial institutions is never made clear. 

I suspect what this is really about, as always, is the billions in public money flowing from all 

that ‘climate ambition’ – the same people who tell us that fossil fuels make no commercial 

sense anymore are the first to line up for subsidies for renewables. 

This fiction has been exposed by Michael Shellenberger who pointed out in his latest 

Substack column published yesterday that these financial institutions are the same ones that 

have collapsed investment in oil and gas exploration, directly contributing to the energy crisis 

in the northern hemisphere: 
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The main cause of energy shortages is the half-decade-long under-

investment in oil and gas driven by the activist pressure and woke 

capitalism amongst the big fund managers: 

“ESG [environmental, social, and governance] considerations account 

for much of the decline in capital expenditure by international oil 

companies in recent years,” notes The Financial Times today, “and 

the investor exodus out of oil and gas markets.” … 

China, India, the U.S., East Asia, and Europe are all mining and 

burning more coal to make up for the lack of natural gas. [Read here] 

In Australia this demonisation of oil and gas has led to unjustifiable bans on fracking and 

even conventional gas exploration (against IPA objections), with all the same pressures to 

divest from companies involved in fossil fuels. 

Michael Shellenberger is a committed environmentalist and self-described ‘ecomodernist’ (in 

favour of nuclear energy), and we featured his latest book in our magazine, the IPA Review. 

Reviewer Matthew Lesh, IPA Adjunct Fellow, said: 

Billions are not about to die. We are not running out of resources. In 

fact, by applying existing technologies more broadly we can feed and 

shelter billions more people with little environmental impact. …. Land 

use for meat is declining, and genetically modified foods would allow 

us to produce more with less. Fracking is safe and explains how the 

United States has cut carbon emissions. Nuclear energy is extremely 

safe and reliable. Solar and wind are extremely expensive and are too 

unreliable to replace conventional energy sources. The burning of 

biofuels and biomass for energy is worse than useless at tackling 

climate change. Petroleum, and then vegetable oil, saved the 

whales—not Greenpeace. [Read here] 

And if you’ll allow me one more recommendation, don’t miss Michael Shellenberger and Dr 

Jordan Peterson discuss apocalyptic environmentalism and its dangerous consequences on 

Dr Peterson’s podcast. [Listen here] 

Sadly, all the myths identified by Matthew will be repeated at Glasgow in coming days, 

especially by rent-seekers from renewable energy companies. But as our correspondent 

Professor Aynsley Kellow writes for today’s Bulletin, the real costs of ‘alternative energy’ are 

significant. 
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I’ll be talking about all things Glasgow and ‘Net Zero’ this Friday at 3pm AEDT, streamed live 

on the IPA Facebook page where I’ll be responding to your questions and talking you through 

the latest news and updates live. [To watch live, like us on Facebook here] 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow, who will cut through the fiction that a switch to renewable energy 

will not exponentially increase energy costs in Australia. 

The Real Costs of Renewable Energy 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Australia has an embarrassment of riches. It possesses vast resources of high quality coal, 

both coking coal (for iron ore production) and steaming coal (for energy production), with low 

sulphur and low ash. Much of it can be mined at low cost by open cut methods. This 

endowment has become an embarrassment because coal combustion gives rise to the 

emission of the highest levels of CO2 of all the fossil fuels. Australia exports both large 

quantities of coal and of energy-intensive products like aluminium, so that emissions occur 

here rather than in consuming nations. 

On the other hand, Australia has a vast land area and a dispersed, though comparatively 

centralised, (growing) population, so transportation requires more energy than is the case 

with many other nations, with fossil fuels powering this. 

Both these factors make reducing greenhouse gas emissions in Australia difficult and 

relatively costly. How should it respond to the challenge of anthropogenic climate change? 

Many Australians are under the impression that it can meet the challenge easily and cheaply. 

ALP leader Anthony Albanese stated in an interview on 20 October 2021, that renewables 
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were now the cheapest form of electricity, suggesting that wind generators, solar panels and 

electric transportation would make the response an easy one. 

But this was wrong – and typical of the mistaken beliefs of many renewables enthusiasts. 

Non-hydro renewables have indeed become much cheaper when measured by what is called 

the Levelised Cost of Energy, but what matters is the System Levelised Cost of Energy, and 

when this is considered, renewables cannot compete... [Read the full article] 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

Talking of the myths or fictions that fuel the climate change debate and form the context for 

events like the Glasgow conference, I’d like to recommend the work of a Canadian 

researcher, Dr Susan Crockford, who has pointed out that Polar Bear population numbers 

(which had been in crisis due to reasons unconnected with climate change) are actually on 

the rise. We published her work in our publication Climate Change: The Facts 2020. Susan is 

fighting a brave battle against the emotional narrative of Polar Bears in ‘peril’ because of 

climate change, highlighting the exploitative use of Polar Bear images by the likes of David 

Attenborough, among others.  

Susan was invited to contribute to Climate Change: The Facts 2020 by its editor IPA Senior 

Fellow, Dr Jennifer Marohasy – a champion for integrity in science and research. Jennifer is 

tracking the issue once again as the ABC is trying (and failing) to dispute those claims in a 

so-called Fact-Checking exercise. This morning Jennifer wrote: 

Canadian Polar Bear expert Susan Crockford describes the (ABC) 

‘fact check’ as convoluted and explains how it ignores the many polar 

bear subpopulations across the Arctic and still fails to refute the 150% 

increase in bear numbers between 1960 and 1993 and further 56% 

increase from 1993 to 2018. [Read here] 
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The IPA stands behind the research of Dr Crockford we published in 2020, and we’ll have 

more to say about the ABC’s so-called ‘Fact Checking’ process. In the meantime, you may 

also be interested in this IPA Fact Sheet summarising Susan’s work, Walruses, Polar Bears 

and the Fired Professor. [Read here] 

IPA Research Highlights 

The official proceedings at Glasgow, and the decisions of the Australian Government to 

commit to Net Zero by 2050, are all based on the assumptions and projections about climate 

change made by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and, in particular, 

the Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) published earlier this year. IPA Senior Fellow, John 

Abbot, has however, pointed out in a recent report, No Evidence for IPCC’s Certitude, that 

the AR6 has significant flaws and ignored conflicting viewpoints in order to manufacture the 

appearance of a scientific consensus: 

The public should be made more fully aware that examination of the 

scientific literature does not support statements suggesting that the 

“science is settled” and that the viewpoints presented in the IPCC 

Report are not unanimously endorsed by the scientific community… 

Current temperatures are not unprecedented during the past 2,000 

years and are comparable to those experienced during the Medieval 

Warm Period. [Read here] 
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Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to sign 

up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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Scott Hargreaves

From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>
Sent: Friday, 29 October 2021 4:12 PM
To: Scott Hargreaves
Subject: Say No To Glasgow #3: Lomborg’s Welcome Dose of Climate Realism

Dear Scott, 

Lomborg’s Welcome Dose of Climate Realism 

With all the nonsense being talked by the promoters of Net Zero by 2050 in advance of the 

Glasgow conference, I was pleased to get a welcome dose of climate realism overnight from 

Brendan O’Neill and Bjorn Lomborg. 

Brendan O’Neill is the editor of the excellent British online magazine Spiked, and the 

interview was the latest in his weekly podcast series. Bjorn Lomborg is of course the head of 

the Copenhagen Consensus Centre and has been both a guest of the IPA in Australia, and 

also a contributor to IPA’s Climate Change: The Facts series. 

I highly recommend this excellent discussion on Brendan’s podcast for your weekend listen. 

When the mainstream media is cheerleading for Net Zero, we need more commentators like 

Bjorn and Brendan to discuss the enormous and poverty-inducing costs of what the world 

proposes to do in Glasgow. Here is part of what Bjorn had to say: 

You've got to realise that any kind of Net Zero is going to be 

phenomenally expensive. So there's a new Nature study out that 

showed – they can’t actually get the model to give Biden’s Net Zero 

for the USA but they managed to almost – they (modelled) a 95% 

reduction, 5% away from Biden's promise of Net Zero by 2050. And 

the cost was 11.9% of US GDP. 

So that equates to about $11,300 in cost per person per year in the 

US by 2050. Remember, a majority of Americans are not willing to 
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vote for a $24 increase in costs because of global warming. So this is 

about 500 times that cost. 

This is just simply not sustainable. Remember we might have seven 

presidents, certainly lots of congresses until 2050. And if you're 

proposing something that's so phenomenally more expensive than 

what voters are willing to pay, you're not likely to see this through to 

2050. [Listen here] 

Speaking of costs, it was great to read in the The Guardian an honest admission of the costs 

of Net Zero. They interviewed people from coal communities in the Hunter Valley, and even 

conceded that for every coal job lost, two more jobs in related industries go with it. [Read 

here] 

Of course, the IPA has been making this point for some time. IPA research, which we shared 

with you in an earlier Bulletin, shows that for every new job in ‘renewable energy’ since 2010, 

five in manufacturing have been destroyed. 

The difference between the IPA and readers of The Guardian is that they think the jobs lost 

and lives destroyed are worth it because of the ‘climate emergency’. But Bjorn Lomborg – 

although he personally accepts the idea of global warming – is a ‘realist’ on this. As he told 

Brendan on the podcast, in his work he assumes a linkage between CO2 emissions and 

global temperature, but then always finds the effect is negligible and nowhere near worth the 

very real cost of policies like the Net Zero: 

So if the whole rich world… went Net Zero today, the impact would be 

about half a degree centigrade… you’d be able to notice it, but not by 

much. And the simple reason is that the vast amounts of emissions 
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that we're going to see in the 21st century will come from the 

countries that are now not so rich. 

And obviously they are not likely to think this is a great idea to say, 

sure, we're just going to leave everyone in poverty for you guys to 

have a Net Zero outcome. 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow, who looks at how Russia and China have taken advantage of the 

West’s credulous pursuit of emissions reductions. 

Of Babushka Dolls and Chinese Puzzles 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

In 1939 Winston Churchill described Russia as ‘a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an 

enigma.’ Much the same applies to its role in climate negotiations. There are many layers to 

Russian positions, such that it is a veritable Babushka Doll, with many layers of interests and 

meanings. 

Inside the ‘climate change doll’ lie several important interest-based dolls, although all the 

dolls are relatively transparent, if one is prepared to look. It is impossible to understand the 

dynamics of what will happen in Glasgow, without understanding the leverage Russia has 

now achieved over Europe through its supply of gas. The other major factor is China, on 

which more below. 

Russia has been careful to maximise Western European dependence on its gas exports, 

even to the extent of recruiting former German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, who approved 

a €1 Billion guarantee for the Nord Stream gas pipeline on 24 October 2005 – just weeks 

before he relinquished office. He was then recruited to Nord Stream and in 2016 he was 

appointed manager of Nord Stream 2, and then to the board of the largest Russian oil 

company, Rosneft – at a time when it was under western sanctions over Russia’s role in the 

Ukraine crisis. The US under Trump also supported sanctions, but Biden has waved Nord 

Stream 2 through. […] 

China has suffered from its boycott of Australian coal and is now responding to its shortages 

and appears to be loading up on GHG-emitting capacity before 2030. Since it already 

produces 27% of global emissions, its actions – together with those of Russia and India and 

the developing world – are crucial if Glasgow is not to descend into a farce. It has agreed, 

under US pressure, to desist from its substantial financing of coal-fired plants offshore, but 
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then its wind and solar manufacturing industries will be assisted by this (if, indeed, it honours 

its promises). 

Gwythian Prins, Emeritus Professor at the London School of Economics, has recently written 

an insightful essay that both warns of the dangers of a Net Zero world and the way in which it 

advantages China. It should be required reading for every political and business leader 

believing current climate fictions, including that batteries can meet our need for motive power. 

The reality that a farm tractor would require a battery equal to its own weight to replace its 

tank full of diesel should be a sobering thought for the battery enthusiasts, who, he adds, 

cannot legislate to overturn the laws of thermodynamics. [Read the full article] 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

The Director of Research at the IPA, Daniel Wild, in a recent article for the Spectator 

Australia online, put his finger on the democratic deficit in the Morrison Government’s 

commitment to Net Zero. Everyone seemed to have a say in the decision except mainstream 

Australians. Incredibly, a major factor in Morrison’s submission to foreign pressure seems to 

have been the pursuit of nuclear submarines: 

In 2019 Australians rejected Labor’s climate policy, which included a 

commitment to Net Zero, and voted in the Coalition for a third term 

against widely held expectations that Labor would win. 

Now, just two years later, the Coalition is adopting Labor’s policy 

because they have “no choice”. 

It seems that on the issue of Net Zero, everyone gets to have their 

say except for mainstream Australians. 

The Prime Minister of the UK and the President of the US have had 

their say by appearing to have made the new AUKUS security 

alliance contingent on Australia adopting Net Zero. […] 

The quickest way for people to lose trust, faith, and confidence in the 

governing institutions of our society, is for the acceptable parameters 

of debate to be arbitrarily limited and policed by those who have the 

least at stake in our nation’s future. 
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And the quickest way to lose trust in democracy and political leaders 

is to be told by your Prime Minister that you don’t have a choice. 

[Read here] 

IPA Research Highlights 

News in the last 24 hours has been that ‘India rejects calls for net zero carbon emissions 

target’ [Read here]. All power to them I say. Perhaps the local version of the energy crisis in 

the Northern Hemisphere that we have been talking about, driven by severe shortages of 

coal, has given them a reality check. [Read here] 

In a paper the IPA published in 2015, my then colleague Brett Hogan pointed out there was a 

moral dimension to exporting coal which would provide a secure electricity supply in India 

(and the developing world more generally). 

The precise numbers might have changed in the years since, and India has done much to 

electrify villages and expand its energy system, but the equation is the same. I would say that 

keeping the focus on human development instead of pursuing climate fictions is the great 

moral challenge of our time: 

According to the World Health Organisation, around 3 billion people 

throughout the world still cook and heat their homes by burning 

biomass (wood, crop waste, dung and other materials) in household 

stoves and fireplaces and over 1.2 billion people throughout the world 

have no access to electricity. Over 4 million people each year are 

estimated to die from the resulting pollution, with exposure to 

household air pollution almost doubling the risk of childhood 

pneumonia and being responsible for over half of the deaths of 

children under 5 from respiratory infections. 

In India, the number of people without access to electricity is 

estimated to be at least 300 million with around 815 million people 

relying on biomass for cooking. India has historically been plagued by 

insufficient electricity capacity, poor infrastructure planning and 

delivery, and significant transmission losses, which has led to limited 

or zero electricity supply, and regular blackouts. [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. You will receive our next edition 

on Monday 1 November with a report on the first day of the Glasgow conference. 
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If you know anyone else who would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to 

them or encourage them to sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     



Dear Scott, 

Our climate hubris 

Hubris is one of those great words from the Ancient Greeks: excessive pride or self-

confidence. 

Hubris was the word I was reminded off as the Glasgow Summit set sail yesterday. For the 

first time since the era of primitive paganism, human beings have fallen under the 

impression that our collective deeds control the weather. Just as virgins were hurled into 

volcanoes once upon a time to appease the gods, in the 21st century our politicians are 

asking us to sacrifice our living standards to appease the climate. 

Reading the breathless reporting about Glasgow these days can make you feel like you’re 

going crazy – but you’re not. There is meant to be a distinction between climate and 

weather, but the activists now describe everything as a ‘climate-related weather event’, 

and thereby try to convince you that Net Zero will fix the climate and also the weather. 

Now that’s crazy. And it’s also hubristic, according to Steve Koonin, who was 

Undersecretary for Science under Barack Obama. 

Koonin has been outspoken in recent years in challenging the conventional global 

warming narrative, and has tackled the hubris of the climate-obsessed in this excellent 

video for PragerU. [Watch here] 

Bulletin #4, 1 November, 2021

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b4303be4f5aabe011754886f3606a02a1a10321c489ffaa2ca753446f0d81359eef45c49a9b3c7faeb83e549c5fac584f1a&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337226547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8oJq39wRypXlXXJXIHYoiQ5Mb6vnKI%2FyQTwVvMRbzps%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b43ab20cae85aad369f0607c75ebb4577e8728a0aa009aaf3b95243ff8832ec950451adb5d382d738291ec4ca35163ce1fc&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337216591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JfmSBTY%2BDoCGnvVZc2VbkyUrCPIDDy63fojxYnMyEIA%3D&reserved=0


PragerU has been established by the American radio talk show host and writer Dennis 

Prager who is a wonderfully articulate voice of reason across a range of issues. (We were 

honoured to have him as a guest of the IPA in Australia in 2018. [Watch here]) PragerU is 

justly famous for its concise and educational videos, and in the brand-new release above, 

Koonin lays out the bare facts to answer a question that staggeringly few people are 

asking: Is there really a ‘climate emergency’? 

As Koonin says in the video, ‘Our presumptions [in relation to fossil fuels and climate 

change], the basis of our hubris regarding the changing climate, is either untrue or so far 

off the mark as to be useless.’ No, heat waves are not becoming more common. No, there 

has not been an increase in extreme weather events like hurricanes. No, floods have not 

increased. No, Greenland’s ice sheets aren’t shrinking. And no, ‘eliminating fossil fuels’ 

won’t make any difference to anything, except our living standards. 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow, who looks at the right mess the British Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson has got himself in over Net Zero by 2050. 

Developing Countries May Sink Boris Johnson’s Net Zero Dreams 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

The portents are not good for Boris Johnson. COP26 appears to be in as big a mess as 

his hair. 

The news overnight from G20 leaders' forum in Rome has been a less than overwhelming 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b43f6c8c565cbf82193355614da0567d22c12dacc79a01a580bd5eceb924c9cf35ffa49f0f494d776f3a2e9883c3ecbf9cd&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337236503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sLp5evwrPlIOrAWZYCqffj5XW02M3VXl%2FvDNhPU0bBM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b43eb777db31406aaea8c18b6d9580d81dbb1c700383e5d80587239f636584af88875f86f8b5b72e0e634ab75e5fee5656d&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337226547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UkcID0ID4sxQhv1jyT063Fg3LmBI0x5N8Kf4paABILY%3D&reserved=0


endorsement of ‘Net Zero by 2050’. In the official communique the objective remains but 

the target date has become fuzzier, moving back to ‘by or around mid-century’: 

In this endeavour, informed by the IPCC assessments, we will accelerate our 

actions across `mitigation, adaptation and finance, acknowledging the key 

relevance of achieving global net zero greenhouse gas emissions or carbon 

neutrality by or around mid-century and the need to strengthen global efforts 

required to reach the goals of the Paris Agreement. [See here] 

Johnson has worked hard on the objective of ‘Net Zero by 2050’ and commitments for 

higher Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), but already people are referring to the 

Glasgow climate summit as ‘FLOP-26’. […] 

It is clear that any kind of positive outcome for Johnson will depend on substantial 

progress being made on three issues: delivery on the $100 billion commitment to 

developing countries, recognition of the importance of historical (rather than current) 

emissions, and adaptation to climate change. 

The clear trade-off is that the developing countries will only agree to a mitigation deal if 

they benefit by a financial reward, while making little by way of mitigation commitments 

themselves. Fundamentally, this will not go very far without interests being satisfied. The 

dictates of ‘The Science’ will not be enough. [Read the full article] 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

In a recent article, Do Glaswegians Mostly Breathe Nitrogen?, IPA Senior Fellow Dr 

Jennifer Marohasy asks how many of the politicians heading off to Glasgow have the 

faintest idea of scientific context when they repeat mantras like ‘carbon dioxide is a 

greenhouse gas’ and from there leap to ‘Net Zero by 2050’. 

While few people seem to know that carbon dioxide makes up only 0.04 per cent 

of the Earth’s atmosphere, I’m often told that carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas: 

FACT! 

They do shout the bit about it being a ‘fact’, as though that makes it special 

because it proves that carbon dioxide is warming the Earth. But it doesn’t. The fact 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b43e4e71b72237a38ab90e49b4cdd9fcfbc6d35315eb65310689e90b051ff8059d834fe191e6dce1e8c8914623f9017257e&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337236503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qf5Zzxj6W2BhnAkYq4Ao9wsM0lYDIlHSd2rXRMYjmtI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D0678d254d30f6b4393e7eb0904c7f2608676c39f55d0d2c1d87c7ddd1a5d7cda39e197768571302f38806df945054f2896649cc91310fb94&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C11623cf107c74400619c08d99cfe138c%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637713437337236503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=daFU7MuAiEQ6bgzPixdVGZCgTIPgcCo80cwx77gFa2M%3D&reserved=0


that carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas is meaningless if we don’t place this in 

some context given the complexity of real-world physics and chemistry when it 

comes to climate change. 

There are other greenhouse gases, including water vapour which spectroscopy 

has shown to be 12 times more active than carbon dioxide in long-wave radiation 

absorption and re-radiation. This is because water vapour is both more abundant 

and absorbs the long-wave radiation over a larger band of wavelengths. […] 

Could it be that atmospheric carbon dioxide is increasing because of ocean 

degassing and this has absolutely nothing to do with us? It is what would be 

expected from the solubility curve of carbon dioxide in water. [Read here] 

Jennifer has a crack at the assumption embedded in climate models that water vapour just 

exacerbates the ‘warming’ effect of rising carbon dioxide concentrations. Quite a few 

chapters in the Climate Change: The Facts 2020 critiqued this idea, including one by Dr 

Geoffrey Duffy summarised in this Fact Sheet below produced by the IPA. [Read here] 

IPA Research Highlights 

In our most recent Bulletin we highlighted the excellent interview Brendan O’Neill had with 

Bjorn Lomborg. In that interview Lomborg reported that a commitment to Net Zero by 2050 

equates to about US$11,300 in cost per person per year in the US by 2050. 
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Of course the absurdity is that Prime Minister Scott Morrison has committed Australia to a 

policy of Net Zero by 2050 without conducting any assessment of costs. According to a 

recent news report, Treasury has not conducted any modelling of the economic costs in 

the ‘last few years’. [Read here] 

In any event, no government should make decisions like this without a full admission of 

costs. Which is why in 2018 the IPA conducted a full analysis of the last such commitment 

in the Paris Climate Agreement. Working in Australian dollars, IPA Director of 

Research Daniel Wild estimated: 

The Paris Climate Agreement emissions targets will impose a $52 billion economic 

cost, over 2018-2030. This equates to $8,566 per family. 

‘The immutable law of energy policy is this: lower emissions mean higher prices.’ 

‘Each family in Australia will be at least $8,566 worse off under the Paris Climate 

Agreement, on average. This is at a time when wages are stagnating and the cost 

of living is rising.’ 

‘$52 billion could purchase 22 new hospitals or pay for 20 years’ worth of the 

Gonski 2.0 education funding.’ 

‘For families, $8,566 could be used to pay off credit card debt, pay the school fees 

for a few years, or pay four years’ worth of electricity bills.’ [Read here] 

A key driver of the rising cost of energy could be attributed to the forcing out of fossil fuels 

and forcing in of renewable energy, the impact of which was shown in this chart from the 

report: 
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Only time will tell what emerges from Glasgow, but it is now without doubt that the impact 

on Australian families will be even greater, and over a longer period of time. 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

As tomorrow is a public holiday in Melbourne, our next Bulletin will land in your mailbox on 

Wednesday. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  

L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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Dear Scott, 

Net Zero Follies Collide With Global Reality 

Well, that didn’t take long. The momentous Glasgow summit has barely begun, and 

already the chances of ‘major progress’ in the form of some kind of ‘ambitious’ climate 

agreement have been scuttled. Why? Because it looks extremely unlikely that India, Brazil, 

China and Russia will sign up to ‘global climate action’ as enthusiastically as the UN and 

its fellow travellers desire. 

That is the message coming out of the conference so far. The Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has pushed back hard on any ‘climate consensus’, refusing the ‘Net Zero 

by 2050’ target, though he has agreed to a target of ‘Net Zero’ for India by 2070 – a date 

so far into the future that it is completely meaningless. And Modi knows that it’s 

meaningless. He appears to just be saying something in the hopes that the rest of the 

world leaves him, his country and his people alone. 

Similarly, all indications are that China, Russia and Brazil will only sign up to a much 

watered-down version of the impending ‘Glasgow Agreement’ – and with the usual hefty 

concessions and bribes for ‘developing’ countries, I suspect – if indeed they sign up to 

anything at all. 

There is plenty not to like about the likes of Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin, but on this 

matter they might have right on their side. It says a lot about the moral bankruptcy of the 

West that leaders of supposedly liberal democratic countries are falling over themselves to 

impoverish their own citizens while the tyrants make a stand in the interests of the living 

standards of their people. 

But, then again, Xi and Putin et al know very well that ‘climate action’ is a harder sell in the 

developing world. Populations are just beginning to enjoy the benefits of industrialisation 

and economic development and are less likely to turn their backs on those things than 

citizens of countries where they are taken for granted. Unlike the jaded millennials gluing 
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themselves to major roads in London and New York, Chinese and Russians know what 

poverty feels like, what a moribund economy feels like, what the redistribution of wealth 

looks like, and most devastatingly what disastrous central planning looks like. 

Let’s hope the ‘rogue’ world leaders derail any prospect of a binding agreement (and then 

we’ll ask again why Scott Morrison committed Australia to unilateral pain for a global 

agreement that’s not going to happen). 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow, who looks at the collision with global reality experienced by the 

Net Zero zealots of the EU, UK, and USA. 

A Reprieve for Coal-Fired Power 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

The Glasgow conference has not started well. Trains were delayed by a storm and a fallen 

tree. Access to the venue was a shambles, with the accreditation process holding up 

delegates – including those who had gone through the process the day before. With the 

temperature struggling to just double figures, the delegates might have wished for some 

modest global warming. 

But I am sure they will do better when reorganising the world economy. 

The bad news started before COP26 even kicked off, however, with the ambitions of the 

UK, EU and US rebuffed at the G20 meeting held immediately prior, in Rome. There 

China, Russia, Brazil, and Australia, among others blocked the ambit claims. Johnson 

reported that only 12 of the 20 governments supported his ambitions, and the 

communique (the Rome Declaration) contained weaker language about only reaching Net 

Zero 'by or around mid-century' – ironically, almost back to the original Paris aim of the 

second half of the century (as I discussed in a Bulletin last week, available here). 

Also watered down – significantly for Australia – was the attempt to secure an end to 

construction of coal-fired power stations by 2030. Friday’s draft read: ‘We will do our 

utmost to avoid building new unabated coal power generation capacity, taking national 

circumstances into account.’ By Saturday, that became: ‘We will do our utmost, taking 

national circumstances into account, to refrain from building new unabated coal power 

generation capacity in the 2030s.’ 
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Then, the version adopted on Sunday was: 

We will cooperate on deployment and dissemination of zero or low carbon 

emission and renewable technologies… to enable a transition towards low-

emission power systems. This will also enable those countries that commit to 

phasing out investment in new unabated coal power generation capacity to do so 

as soon as possible. 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, ‘unabated’ in common usage means ‘without any 

reduction in intensity or strength’. Its use in this mangled context leaves room for some 

creative ambiguity for those who think ‘unabated coal power generation capacity’ requires 

the use of carbon capture and storage, as well as those who think that mere reduced 

emissions intensity (less carbon per unit of energy) will suffice. [Read the full article] 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

One of the reasons the IPA is providing this commentary on COP26 is that the media can 

no longer be trusted to provide objective reporting on climate science or policy. As the 

Executive Director of the IPA, John Roskam, said yesterday in his weekly email to IPA 

members: 

Any discussion of climate change policy can now not be disconnected from the 

barracking for 'net zero' of practically every media organisation in the country. And 

of course for more than two decades there's been no bigger spruiker for climate 

catastrophism than the ABC. 

The ABC’s climate obsession is the focus of the latest episode of Their ABC, a five-part 

podcast documentary on the national broadcaster hosted by IPA Director of 

Communications Evan Mulholland. As Evan says: 

A journalistic approach or natural scepticism on climate would make the ABC 

more balanced. But...the staff obsession with climate change – the climate crisis 

as they dub it – is corrupting the journalism at the ABC. It’s obsessive. It’s 

activism, not journalism. 
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You can listen to the episode of Their ABC here, or subscribe to the podcast on Apple 

Podcasts, Spotify, Podbean, Soundcloud and YouTube 

IPA Research Highlights 

The US President Joe Biden is now leading the charge for Net Zero by 2050 and is happy 

to misrepresent Australia’s bushfire season of 2019-20 as a reason to decarbonise the 

world. 

According to the SBS, John Kerry, Biden’s Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, at the 

World Economic Forum (where else?) earlier this year ‘cited last summer’s devastating 

Australian bushfires as evidence that world leaders must urgently cut carbon emissions 

and can’t afford to lose any longer.’ His ‘research’ for the pronouncements went as far as 

reading an article by Michael Benson in the spiritual home of catastrophist reporting, The 

New York Times: 

‘Benson summed it up...With shocking iconographic precision, that unfurling 

banner of smoke said: The war has started. We’re losing.’ 

To put some actual science into the debate IPA Senior Fellow Dr Jennifer Marohasy 

devoted an entire chapter of Climate Change: The Facts 2020 to rebutting claims the 

bushfires were unprecedented and causally related to climate change. The picture below, 

for instance, shows the massive areas burnt by bushfires at a time pre-dating the alleged 
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surge in ‘global warming’. 

Here’s how Jennifer explains it in a column for The Daily Telegraph: 

Whichever way the statistics are scrutinised, there is no evidence of a long-term 

decline in rainfall in the southeast of Australia for the summer period just past, or 

even considering the data for all of Australia for all months since 1900. 

In reality, areas as extensive and fires as ferocious have burnt Australia since at 

least 1851. 

While the official statistics show unambiguously that summer rainfall has been 

increasing, not decreasing as claimed in the mainstream media, it is difficult to 

know if air temperatures are increasing, or not, because of all the changes to how 

Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology measures temperature. [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
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Dear Scott, 

Other People’s Money Flows at Glasgow 

Yesterday, I optimistically mused that developing countries like India, Brazil, China and 

Russia could effectively scuttle whatever ‘progress’ is purportedly made in Glasgow. 

Together, these countries alone account for around 40 per cent of global carbon 

emissions, and they may quite sensibly resist plunging themselves into poverty in the 

name of ‘climate action’. Without the developing world, even the likes of Boris Johnson 

and the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres will be unable to pass off any ‘Glasgow 

agreement’ as a success. Or so I thought. 

What I didn’t factor in was that western politicians would step in with their favourite public 

policy solution: throwing other people’s money at the problem. With the economic 

establishment embracing the bastardised Keynesianism of ‘modern monetary theory’, no 

political obstacle is too great for yet another round of ‘stimulus’ or ‘investment’. 

Right on cue comes news of a new ‘partnership’ between a group of developed countries 

and South Africa. As reported by the CNN: 

The US, UK, France, Germany and European Union will help fund South Africa’s 

transition away from coal, in a multilateral effort that could serve as a model for 

other developing nations to ditch the fossil fuel. 

The announcement on Tuesday provided a semblance of hope at the COP26 

climate talks in Glasgow, Scotland, where the mood has been low after the G20 

leaders’ summit failed to put an end date on the use of coal, as some member 

countries and the COP26 presidency had sought to do. Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson of the UK said the initial $8.5 billion partnership would help South Africa 

to decarbonise its coal intensive energy system. [Read here] 
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Elsewhere in the article, Joe Biden is reported as saying that ‘trillions in public and private 

funding will be needed to help the developing world move away from fossil fuels’. That’s 

trillions – with a T, plural. 

So at the same time that countries in the West are falling over each other to strangle 

production and deplete living standards, world leaders are also proposing that the said 

countries somehow find trillions of dollars to ‘invest’ in the developing world. Or, rather, to 

hand over to purveyors of ‘green technology’ who stand to gain from all that largesse. 

And finally, you may have seen that the Republican candidate Glenn Youngkin secured an 

upset victory in the race for Governor in Virginia, where the influence of Critical Race 

Theory in schools was a defining issue. [See here for the IPA exposing CRT’s influence in 

Australian schools] 

If you might think that’s off-topic for a climate Bulletin, here’s Michael Mann, climate 

‘scientist’ and purveyor of the original ‘Hockey Stick’ putting his spin on the election result: 

This is just more evidence that Mann is about the politics not the science. And his 

wretched Hockey Stick suits the agenda of the activists so much it has survived into the 

most recent IPCC climate assessment, as IPA Senior Fellow recently found [Read here]. 

I’ll have more to say about what we should take from the result in Virginia in my weekly 

email to IPA members later today. 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow, who sees the 1.5°C target used to justify Net Zero by 2050 as 

increasingly shaky. 

Bill Gates Jets Into Glasgow 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Day three of COP26 in Glasgow continued to be somewhat shambolic. Some negotiations 

were delayed as a result of parties being stuck in the queue outside. And just to be helpful, 
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Extinction Rebellion blocked one of the exits. 

Only 36 delegates from civil society were permitted to enter the negotiation space – but 

this was perhaps better than at Kyoto in 1997, where ‘non-groups’ discussed ‘non-papers’ 

to exclude the NGOs from key discussions. 

The Leaders’ Summit came to an end, and those leaders who were so blessed headed for 

the 400 plus private jets waiting for them, somewhat undermining their injunctions for 

everyone else to minimise their carbon footprint. 

The leaders of developed countries basically promised to do better in future and really, this 

time to deliver on the promise of $100 billion [Read here for more on what the developing 

countries want from the summit]. The cynical could say that the Leaders’ Summit 

confirmed the validity of the ‘Yes Minister!’ Law of Inverse Relevance: the less you intend 

to do about something, the more you have to keep talking about it. 

The leaders did promise action, however. In total, 110 countries committed to the Glasgow 

Leaders Declaration on Forests and Land Use with the aim of ending deforestation by 

2030. There was some irony here, with countries that owe a goodly slice of their prosperity 

to clearing much of their forests for agriculture in the past, persuading developing 

countries to forego the opportunity to do the same. One negotiator from a forested country 

was quoted as saying, ‘let’s hope this declaration can succeed where previous ones have 

failed us.’ One suspects the delivery on this aim will come at a price. 

There was further irony in the Europeans pushing this measure, because for the past 

couple of decades their policies have exacerbated the problem. The adoption of the 

European Union Renewable Energy Directive (RED) in 2003 (Directive 2003/30/EC) 

mandated that 20% of all energy usage in the EU, including at least 10% of all energy in 

road transport fuels, be produced from renewable sources by 2020. The result was 

accelerated rainforest clearing for the establishment of palm oil plantations. RED II has 

increased the mandate but sought to limit the damage by freezing palm oil use at current 

levels and phasing it out in transport by 2030. 

And the Biden-backed Global Methane Pledge attracted almost 70 new members to add to 

the original 20 in September. Signatories have pledged to reduce methane emissions by 

30% below 2020 levels by 2030, which could avert 0.2 degrees of global warming. One 

observer asked the pertinent question of why these pledges were not in the Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) made by countries – because methane is, indeed, listed 

as a controlled greenhouse gas. 
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It should also be noted that Vladimir Putin has been pointing out that Russia would dearly 

love to reduce gas-related methane, but sanctions against it limited its ability to do so. 

Boris Johnson nevertheless saw both these developments in a positive light, and used a 

football analogy, suggesting the world had ‘pulled back a goal or perhaps even two’ in the 

fight against global warming. 

This rather extreme example of wishful thinking was soon dashed. After the G20 in Rome, 

Xi Jinping stepped away from delivering even a video statement in Glasgow, and it was 

left to China’s negotiator Xie Zhenhua to pour cold water on Boris’ enthusiasm by insisting 

(correctly) that 1.5°C had not been agreed to in Paris in 2015, and the 2°C target agreed 

there had to remain the basis for discussion. He warned that ‘If we only focus on 1.5°C, we 

are destroying consensus and many countries would demand a reopening of the 

negotiations.’ 

Given that Mean Global Temperature (MGT) is thought to have risen about 1.2°C since 

preindustrial time, limiting MGT to 1.5°C is an unrealistic stretch. Billionaire Bill Gates 

concurs. Despite attending Glasgow to support the US campaign, he was quoted as 

saying: 

There’s no comparable feat that mankind has ever achieved…It’s all a matter of 

degrees, so to speak…Hitting 2.5°C is better than hitting 3°C, hitting 2°C is better 

than hitting 2.5°C. 1.5°C will be very difficult. I doubt we’ll be able to achieve that. 

As he saw it, the cost of subsidising countries to curb emissions was too great, and 

developed nations should focus instead on cutting the cost of green technology. 

This is closer to the technology-first position promoted by Bjorn Lomborg and, more or 

less, by Scott Morrison (although the latter is now shackled by the 1.5°C target and Net 

Zero by 2050 pledge). 

To read Aynsley Kellow’s previous commentary from Say No to Glasgow Bulletin, visit 

here. 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

After the baloney being tossed around at Glasgow it was a pleasure to listen to some 
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common sense on the IPA’s most recent podcast, Australia's Heartland With Tony Abbott, 

released yesterday. [Listen here] 

In Episode 12: Who Will Pay The Price (Of Net Zero), IPA Director of Research Daniel 

Wild interviewed former Prime Minister and IPA Distinguished Fellow Tony Abbott, who 

delivered some much-needed perspective on Australia’s energy issues: 

We cannot rely on unreliable intermittent, renewable energy. We are going to need 

to renew our baseload capacity. And frankly, there’s no reason why coal shouldn’t 

be an ongoing part of that for quite a few decades to come, at least. It’s also true 

that nuclear is the one abundantly proven emissions-free way to generate 

baseload power in a country with very limited hydroelectric resources such as 

Australia. So I certainly think that (nuclear) needs to be part of the mix. 

And for those who still think we should make even bigger commitments to get China ‘on 

board’ with an agreement at Glasgow: 

I think that China’s commitment to Net Zero by 2060 is about as reliable as their 

commitment to one country, two systems until 2050 (in Hong Kong). Frankly, 
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China will do whatever is in China’s interests, regardless of any commitment that 

it’s made. And if you are a classic Marxist, you’re entirely justified in making any 

commitment you like to the capitalists and then breaking it if it serves your 

purpose. So I don’t think that China’s commitments on these sorts of matters can 

be taken particularly seriously. 

Subscribe to IPA’s weekly podcast Australia’s Heartland with Tony Abbott on Apple 

Podcasts, Spotify and YouTube. 

IPA Research Highlights 

The flaws and heroic assumptions built into official climate models will be well known to 

you. What may not be so well known is that even the temperature records used to build 

the models and create forecasts have their own problems. 

Over many years IPA Senior Fellow, Dr Jennifer Marohasy, has built a systematic critique 

of the process by which the Australian Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) has ‘homogenised’ 

temperature data. 

The chart above shows how data homoegnisation can produce a rising temperature series 

where none existed. Because this represents such a fundamental challenge to the BOM, 
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the IPCC, and indeed COP26, the IPA has recently published online the chapter on this 

topic by Dr Marohasy in Climate Change: The Facts 2020. Jennifer concluded: 

Official historical temperature series are assumed to be scientific, and represent 

actual observations. Yet clearly temperature series are significantly remodelled by 

the Bureau to the extent that they differ in magnitude and direction from the 

original. In short, the official series are constructs that accord with popular climate 

change theory… 

ACORN-SAT Version 2 is the official temperature record for Australia completed 

just in time for the new remodelled values to be included in the next report of the 

IPCC. This will also underpin annual climate reports that are always widely 

reported in the mainstream media. The remodelled temperature series are also 

passed on to universities, CSIRO, and other climate scientists, who base much of 

their climate research on these ‘second-hand’ statistics that do not accord with the 

actual historical measurements. [Read here] 

Net Zero by 2050 is an unrealistic and harmful goal based on fictions produced by dubious 

climate models that rely on dodgy data. 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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Dear Scott, 

Of Climate Lockdowns and the Missing Cyclones 

For all the horrors of the COVID-19 pandemic, at least for a brief period it knocked any 

discussion of ‘the climate emergency’ off the front page. But that didn’t last, of course. The 

vast global expertocracy once referred to by Donald Trump as ‘the perennial prophets of 

doom’ have somehow fused the two phenomena. 

Launching the initiative of the World Economic Forum known as ‘The Great Reset’, His 

Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, warned that: 

We have no alternative. Unless we take the action necessary, and build in a 

greener and more inclusive and sustainable way, then we will have more and 

more pandemics. [Watch here] 

Few at the time queried what the lack of ‘inclusivity’ and ‘sustainability’ had to do with a 

novel coronavirus, and it became a kind of an unspoken tenet of the secular woke faith 

that whether it be climate or corona, nature was angry and only radical change would 

pacify it. 

In fact, just under one year into the pandemic, Klaus Schwab of the World Economic 

Forum tweeted a video – which he quickly deleted – celebrating the fact that lockdowns 

were ‘quietly improving cities around the world’, replete with images of empty streets and 

shuttered factories. It was a startling insight into the mindset of the ‘Build Back Better’ 

brigade – and what their idea of ‘Better’ looks like. [Read here] 
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So it is interesting to now read in the Nine Entertainment press that ‘global emissions have 

rapidly rebounded’ as lockdowns have eased. [Read here] The ‘quiet improvement’ feted 

by the World Economic Forum was quickly overwhelmed by the roar of ordinary people 

getting back to normal life. 

Should we expect familiar talk of a ‘new normal’ when it comes to climate change? If the 

UK government’s report Net Zero: Principles for successful behaviour change initiatives – 

posted online a couple of weeks ago and also hastily deleted – is any guide, the answer is 

yes: 

Achieving Net Zero requires significant behavioural change, including rapid and 

widespread adoption of new technologies, and a significant reduction in demand 

for some high-carbon activities such as flying and eating ruminant meat and dairy. 

To achieve such a transformation government will need to utilise all available 

policy levers and intervene at multiple levels. [Read here] 

‘All available policy levers’ and intervention at ‘multiple levels’ – that seems like 

totalitarianism to me. That’s why the IPA will be watching for whatever future LNP and ALP 

Governments propose in the name of the dangerous objective of Net Zero by 2050. That’s 

why we must Say No To Glasgow, not just for this fortnight, but in coming months and 

years. 

Two great features in today’s Say No To Glasgow Bulletin follow: 

• Our Special Correspondent for Glasgow, Emeritus Professor Aynsley Kellow, looks 
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at the self-interest behind the UK’s demonisation of coal-fired power; and 

• IPA Senior Fellow Jennifer Marohasy, just yesterday, obtained the latest evidence

rebutting the claims that cyclones in Australia are increasing in number and

intensity from the Bureau of Meteorology (maybe Gaia is not so angry after all).

Self-Interest Lies Behind UK Hit Job on Coal 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Day four was Finance Day in Glasgow, and the star turn was from UK Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, Rishi Sunak. Wearing a mask and toting a special, green ministerial box, 

Sunak announced that the government (a Tory government, mind you) will require all UK-

listed companies to set out maps to ‘transition’ to Net Zero in the coming decades, with 

firms assessed annually. 

Bankers from the City (London’s financial centre) revealed that their executives had been 

told they need to hit ‘green targets’ in future to get their bonuses, and the Treasury said 

the government’s plan would make the City ‘the world's first net zero-aligned financial 

centre’. 

This, of course, is the same City that promised investment in the Russian gas sector in 

2003 so that Russia would trigger the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. That 

manoeuvre secured the establishment of the lucrative carbon trading market which was 
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good for their business, while enhancing the Western European dependence on Russian 

gas for which consumers and industry are paying a price in the current energy crisis… 

An Australian negotiator once told me that climate negotiations were best thought of as a 

traditional negotiation, with power and interest to the fore. But it is different in that one bloc 

has its power amplified by deploying what appears to be a moral argument. This is a 

global example of a ‘bootlegger and Baptist’ coalition – the green zealots standing in for 

the Baptists and those profiting from artificial carbon markets and other green 

boondoggles playing the part of the bootleggers. 

This context is essential for understanding why eradication of coal as a source of power is 

reported to be one of Boris Johnson’s main ambitions for COP26. Thus the UK was proud 

to foreshadow Thursday’s proceedings by announcing that 150 countries and 

organisations had signed on to a Global Coal to Clean Power Transition Statement. Back 

in Australia, the Climate Council and Renew Economy seized on the statement and 

criticised the Morrison government for not taking the pledge, but it was a hollow argument. 

[Read the full article] 

Recent Commentary from the IPA 

IPA Senior Fellow Dr Jennifer Marohasy has made a striking series of documentary videos 

in recent years which give the lie to claims that the Great Barrier Reef is in some kind of 

terminal decline due to ‘climate related weather events’ such as cyclones. [Visit here] 

With Barack Obama on his way to Glasgow, Jennifer has in an article yesterday, Cyclones 

Downs, Corals Up – Except in Glasgow, provided an update on the latest research on the 

frequency and intensity of cyclones in Australia. She is wondering whether Obama will 

provide an update on his earlier prophecy of doom: 

Meanwhile former US President Barack Obama – who has never ever actually 

visited the Great Barrier Reef – confirmed he will attend the COP26 climate 

change summit in Glasgow. He is apparently meeting young climate change 

activists and highlighting their work around the world. I’m wondering when he will 

bring them to see the corals. The closest he has got, so far, is to Brisbane back in 

November 2014. He gave a speech at my old university lamenting the parlous 

state of the corals and claiming he wanted to take his daughters to see the corals 
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before they were all gone. But. We are still waiting. [Read here] 

Meanwhile, the Great Barrier Reef Foundation, which scandalously received A$443 million 

from the Turnbull Government for reasons still not clear, promotes the ideas that 

damaging cyclones are increasing in ‘frequency and intensity’: 

Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of severe weather 

events…Coastal regions like the Great Barrier Reef are particularly exposed to 

damaging cyclones, flooding and storms. Between 2004 and 2018, 10 cyclones of 

category three or more crossed the Great Barrier Reef, causing significant 

damage to coral reefs. [Read here] 

The only trouble is that ‘increasing frequency and intensity’ is not true of cyclones, as 

Jennifer shows. She draws on publications from the Bureau of Meteorology which has 

(finally) released updated figures for cyclones, as shown in the chart, below. 

Some credit is due to the Bureau of Meteorology for publishing a chart which 

demonstrates no increase in the number of severe or even non-severe cyclones, when the 

story of increasing ‘climate related weather events’ is being told over and over in Glasgow. 

[See chart here] 

All this and more is covered in Jennifer’s wonderful article (which has been picked up and 
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re-published in Watts Up With That, the world's most viewed site on global warming and 

climate change). [Read here] 

If you believe the public needs to know the real story about the Great Barrier Reef and 

Climate Change, you can contribute to the IPA’s latest research program, the Project for 

Real Science, led by Dr Peter Ridd. [Visit here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>  
Sent: Monday, 8 November 2021 3:43 PM 
To: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #8: Why I Agree with Greta 

Dear Scott , W hy I  Agree with Greta. You know , I  think  that Gr eta Thunberg might be onto somethi ng. Yes , really. Take a l ook  at w hat she had to say on Twit ter on Friday...  

Dear Scott, 

Why I Agree with Greta 

You know, I think that Greta Thunberg might be onto something. Yes, really. Take a look 

at what she had to say on Twitter on Friday: 

From the perspective of a hardcore climate evangelist, you can see that Greta has a point. 

What we have seen at Glasgow so far is business as usual – the same carnival of crony 

capitalism in which the privileged and powerful jet into the relevant ‘host city’, engage in a 

week or two of sanctimonious posturing, and then fly out again having achieved very little 

because developing countries – quite reasonably – aren’t so keen on hog-tying their 

economies and trashing their living standards. 
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And so here we are, halfway through what His Royal Highness, Prince Charles, warned us 

was ‘the last chance saloon’ with the final outcome ‘uncertain’. As Hans van Leeuwen 

writes in today’s Australian Financial Review: 

At the halfway mark of the two-week COP26 climate summit, the messy, sprawling 

marathon is uncertainly poised. The jury is out on whether Glasgow can deliver 

enough substance to warrant hopes of keeping global warming below 1.5 

degrees… 

On coal, for example, there was a multitude of overlapping agreements, involving 

different sets of countries and different deadlines. With China, the US and 

Australia missing from most of them, it initially felt like a shift measured in inches. 

[Read here $] 

But according to Greta, this isn’t good enough. She took to Twitter again yesterday, 

saying: 

Yes, Greta is misguided in the extreme on the extent of the so-called ‘climate crisis’ – if 

indeed there is one at all – but no more misguided than Prince Charles or Boris Johnson 

or Scott Morrison or the Twiggy Forrests of the world. But Greta, at least, isn’t trying to 

swindle us with promises that we can ‘build back better’, in fact she is openly derisive of 

that particular slogan. 

No, for all of her faults – of which there are many – at least she’s honest about what 

‘climate action’ means: Rapid deindustrialisation, plain and simple. Everything else is, as 
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she correctly points out, just more ‘blah blah blah’. 

Even poor old Tim Flannery, in contrast, is losing his edge. In the same AFR piece cited 

above, Flannery is quoted giving a rosier view of Glasgow one week in: 

Tim Flannery, the Australian scientist, author and Climate Council spokesman, 

told The Australian Financial Review in Glasgow that the COP process was ‘a long 

game’, and people shouldn’t expect to see ‘one single moment that solves this’. 

At the Paris COP six years ago, he said, the world had agreed to ‘hold a horse 

race to solve the problem’. This time, the job was to ‘get everyone in a starting box 

and pointing the same way’. [Read here $] 

Yes, the race is on towards ‘Net Zero’. But what we must query is the handicapping. How 

much emissions-reduction lead will end up in the Australian saddle? 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows, with a link to the 

complete article. 

[All of Professor Kellow’s commentaries also appear at climatechangethefacts.org.au.] 

The Climate Emergency Wore Cashmere 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Much of the real work of COP26 appeared to diminish substantially after the leaders’ 

meetings concluded, and some journalists have been referring to ‘Glasgow’ in the past 

tense. Not just Scott Morrison, but now Australian Minister for Energy and Emissions 

Reduction, Angus Taylor, has returned home. 

Moreover, the event has taken on somewhat bizarre overtones. Friday was ‘Youth and 

Public Empowerment Day’ and on cue Greta Thunberg put on a display of public 

scatology. This was outside the venue because she was not invited to address the 

conference (How Dare They!), but approximately 10,000 or so quit school to hear her (with 

Price Charles’ blessing). 
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Al Gore showed up with a presentation titled ‘The danger we’re in and the case for hope’. 

It should be recalled that in 2007 in Dimmock v Secretary of State for Education and Skills, 

the judge ruled that Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth contained nine scientific errors and had 

to be accompanied by an explanation of those errors before being shown to school 

children. 

The ‘climate emergency’ has underpinned all of this, but the recalcitrant parties have not 

been moved by the claims that the end of the world is nigh and seem to be holding firm to 

their positions. This is perhaps because the declaration of a ‘climate emergency’ came not 

from science, but from local government in December 2016 from the City of Darebin in 

Melbourne, to be precise. It spread primarily among local governments globally (assisted 

by Greens Party councillors), but was also picked up by that merry band of millenarians, 

the Club of Rome, who presented their ’Climate Emergency Plan’ in December 2018. 

Meanwhile, Tom Goldtooth, climate activist and executive director of the Indigenous 

Environmental Network, presented Prince Charles with a gift of plaited sweetgrass, 

thought to attract good spirits, positive energies and cleanse people’s auras. 

Princess Eugenie has also been in attendance, visiting a makeshift polar base camp and 

receiving information on the effects of climate change in the Arctic regions. On the first day 

of the summit, the website My New Royals reported, Eugenie ‘met with various 

participants to discuss blue carbon research related to the oceans’ and – perhaps more 

importantly – ‘wore a wool, silk, and cashmere midi dress by Gabriela Hearst’. On the 

second day, more talks and a ‘navy cashmere top and wool-blend midi skirt (also) by 

Gabriela Hearst’. Climate Emergency chic! [Read the full article] 
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From the IPA Archives: Clive James on Climate Hysteria 

The air of unreality which surrounds the Glasgow Conference reminds me of the wonderful 

essay Clive James wrote for the IPA’s Climate Change: The Facts 2017 entitled Mass 

Death Dies Hard. The book’s editor, Jennifer Marohasy, had her suspicions that James 

was a sceptic of the global warming movement and got in touch with the great man. 

James, famous as a writer and broadcaster, was very happy to contribute and refused to 

accept the offered fee. By this time he was already dealing with a number of ailments that 

would ultimately claim his life, and had no compunction in applying his razor-sharp wit to 

the media, faux scientists, Al Gore, Tim Flannery, and their ilk. When he died in 2019, the 

IPA, published the essay online so it would be available to all. 

Clive identified the role of the artificial deadline and wouldn’t have been surprised at the 

vehemence with which ‘by 2050’ was affixed to Net Zero (itself a made-up concept). 

Just as all branches of the modern media love a picture of something that might 

be part of the Overwhelming Evidence for climate change even if it is really a 

picture of something else, they all love a clock ticking down to zero, and if the 

clock never quite gets there then the motif can be exploited forever. 

This invites satire, and James thought the master satirist, Jonathan Swift, would have 
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appreciated climate change: 

But the editors and producers must face the drawback of such perpetual 

excitement: it gets perpetually less exciting. Numbness sets in, and there is time to 

think after all. Some of the customers might even start asking where this language 

of rubber numbers has been heard before. 

It was heard from Swift. In Gulliver’s Travels he populated his flying island of 

Laputa with scientists busily using rubber numbers to predict dire events. He 

called these scientists ‘projectors’. At the basis of all the predictions of the 

projectors was the prediction that the Earth was in danger from a Great Comet 

whose tail was ‘ten hundred thousand and fourteen miles long’... 

Swift got the language of artificial crisis exactly right, to the point that we might 

have trouble deciding whether he invented it, or merely copied it from scientific 

voices surrounding him in his day. [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
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From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 9 November 2021 4:25 PM 
To: Rachel Guy <rguy@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: [TEST]Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #9: A Very Different Climate Election Looms 

Dear R achel , A Very Dif fer ent Climate El ecti on Looms. American baseball l egend Yogi Berra once famously sai d that ‘it ain’ t over  until it’s  over’. But w hen i t comes to Gl asgow , the m ajor m edi a outlets seem  to be concedi ng that it  has fail ed, with the maj ority of the world’s  ‘emit ters’ refusing – quite r easonably – to sign up to the goals set by the UN.  

Dear Rachel, 

A Very Different Climate Election Looms 

American baseball legend Yogi Berra once famously said that ‘it ain’t over until it’s over’. 

But when it comes to Glasgow, the major media outlets seem to be conceding that it has 

failed, with the majority of the world’s ‘emitters’ refusing – quite reasonably – to sign up to 

the goals set by the UN. 

Seemingly gone is the deadline of Net Zero by 2050. Instead, the communiqué noted the 

key relevance of getting to Net Zero ‘by or around mid-century’. As Phillip Coorey 

observed in the Australian Financial Review over the weekend, whatever plans Boris 

Johnson and Joe Biden took to Glasgow were summarily ‘watered down to the extent they 

became meaningless’. [Read here $] 

For Coorey the upshot is that politically at least Scott Morrison has walked away 

‘unscathed’ from Glasgow – and he has a point. An amusing but probably inconsequential 

diplomatic skirmish with the French president distracted the media while ScoMo managed 

to safely skate through the field, Steven Bradbury-like, without the usual hullabaloo about 

Australia being an international pariah. [Read John Roskam’s take on the French debacle 

here.] 

(This notion of Australia as some kind of ‘climate laggard’, by the way, is demonstrably 

false. As the IPA pointed out in Why Australia Must Withdraw From the Paris Climate 

Agreement, Australia agreed to the deepest per-capita emissions cuts in the free world 

under the previous ‘big’ climate agreement in Paris. [Read here] But as we know, the 
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feelings of the contemporary environmentalist movement do not care about plain, 

observable facts.) 

And so this week the Prime Ministerial RAAF jet has landed back in Australia and the 

Prime Minister has apparently flipped the switch to election mode. The PM is touring 

regional New South Wales, donning high-vis and helmet, in an apparent ‘no hard feelings’ 

gesture towards the energy and resources sector. Maybe he got the idea after reading The 

Guardian’s account of how the IPA is using social media to let people in key electorates 

know about the impact of his Net Zero by 2050 commitment on their jobs. [Read here] 

It’s interesting that Morrison has chosen the electorates of Paterson, Hunter and 

Shortland. Paterson, just north of Newcastle, is historically a marginal seat, so that makes 

sense. But Shortland has been solidly Labor since it was created in 1949; and Hunter, 

where Joel Fitzgibbon is retiring, has not had a non-Labor member of Parliament since 

1910. 

The fact that Scott Morrison is looking to those seats to make up for others he will lose in 

places like Victoria and quite possibly Queensland is telling. He’s counting on Labor to 

overreach on climate like they did last time around, making the Coalition the least worst 

option when it comes to regional jobs. Meanwhile, he apparently hopes that the 

commitment to Net Zero by 2050 in the leadup to Glasgow will be enough to placate what 

the IPA calls the ‘teal’ (blue and green) electorates of inner Melbourne and Sydney. 

But Morrison is fighting the last war. Labor will inevitably promise ‘more’ when it comes to 

climate change than the Coalition, but it will be smarter, or at least more subtle, than it was 

last time. And the mainstream Australians who trusted Scott Morrison on this issue last 

time, when he was making a political meal of Labor’s ‘crazy’ target, will be less inclined to 

do so this time around. 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows. The full article and 
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all his previous contributions are posted here. 

Michael Bloomberg and the Dark Side of Climate Philanthropy 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Michael Bloomberg, who in 2018 was appointed by the UN Secretary-General Antonio 

Guterres as the UN Special Envoy for Climate Ambition and Solutions, has been at 

Glasgow calling for an end to coal. He is also both a huge donor to anti-coal organisations 

and, it would seem, a beneficiary of their campaigns. His direct influence extends even to 

the official scenarios of climate change, ensuring debate is framed in a way that furthers 

his objectives. 

Bloomberg is an interesting character. He made his billions in finance and through the 

creation of the eponymous financial information/media platform, and also served three 

terms as Mayor of New York. He spent US$676 million of his own money unsuccessfully 

seeking the Democratic Party presidential nomination in 2019-20 in the most expensive 

self-funded campaign in history. 

Bloomberg promised US $15m to the UNFCC by way of an apology for Trump withdrawing 

the US from the Paris Agreement, so it is unsurprising Guterres appointed him Special 

Envoy, but between 2010 and 2018 he also donated $164m to the ‘Beyond Coal’ 

campaign of the Sierra Club (the largest and most influential environmental campaign 
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organisation in the USA). 

Bloomberg.com, meanwhile, continues to operate as an enthusiastic cheerleader for Net 

Zero by 2050, with ‘impartial’ reporting with headlines like Australia Could Reap $650 

Billion From Stricter Climate Goals. [Read here] 

The $30 billion personal and philanthropic fortune of Bloomberg reported by Naomi Klein 

in 2015 has now increased to $59 billion, as at September 2021. [Read here] His wealth is 

managed by investment group Willett Advisors, which Klein noted invests in a range of 

assets that includes oil and gas. Bloomberg has been a longstanding advocate for gas, 

and in 2017 announced he was taking his campaign to Europe with funding of $50m. 

Bloomberg has not just profited from campaigning against coal, he has been active in 

creating the alarm over a ‘Climate Emergency’. Together with his fellow Democratic Party 

candidate Tom Steyer and Hank Paulson he created the think tank Risky Business, which 

lobbied successfully for the extreme emissions scenario RCP8.5 (which assumes per 

capita coal consumption will increase six-fold) to be included as a ‘business as usual’ 

scenario in both the US national document and eventually in the IPCC’s Special Report on 

the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate released in the run-up to the 2019 

COP25. [Read the full article] 

The IPA’s Project for Real Science with Dr Peter Ridd 

Just a reminder that you can donate to support the IPA and its research through the 

recently launched Project for Real Science, led by Dr Peter Ridd. [Donate here] 
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Recommended Reading: Brendan O’Neill on Climate Derangement 

Syndrome 

It won’t come as news to anyone reading this Bulletin that the world is suffering from a 

greater excess of climate hysteria than of carbon dioxide (which, after all, our plants like 

very much). But it takes the incomparable Brendan O’Neill to document and delineate so 

precisely the mindset of the activists who set the tone for Glasgow. 

Climate change is going to be worse than the Holocaust. It will give rise to a global 

epidemic of gang rape. There’ll be murder, war, slaughter. Your friends will die. 

Your children, too. The carbon-fuelled heating of the planet will bring ‘human life 

as we know it’ crashing to a violent, fiery end. It will be nothing less than 

doomsday. 

These are just some of the hysterical claims that have been made in the 

discussion around COP26. As world leaders private-jetted their way to Glasgow 

for the latest UN gabfest on how to save the planet from mankind’s dirt, hubris and 

avarice, there was a severe outbreak of Climate Derangement Syndrome. Prime 

ministers, bishops, princes and noisy greens all tried to outdo each other with their 

apocalyptic warnings. It has been a grim competition of catastrophes, an orgy of 

hyperbolic prophecies that wouldn’t look out of place in the Book of Revelation. 
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And that’s just the opening two paragraphs! [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 10 November 2021 3:43 PM 
To: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #10: Scott Morrison’s Electric Dreams 

Dear Scott , Scott M orrison’s Elec tric Dreams. Form er ALP leader,  Bill Shorten, was smiling like the C heshire Cat on Sky  News yesterday – and for g ood r eason.  

Dear Scott, 

Scott Morrison’s Electric Dreams 

Former ALP leader, Bill Shorten, was smiling like the Cheshire Cat on Sky News 

yesterday – and for good reason. Having successfully used Labor’s ridiculous electric 

vehicle target to campaign against Shorten at the last election, the Prime Minister is 

staking his Net Zero by 2050 pledge on the ‘possibilities’ of the very same technology two 

years later. 

Of course, Morrison was right the first time. Aside from the many good public policy 

reasons against going all-in on electric vehicles – which I’ll get to in a minute – it’s of 

questionable political wisdom. Morrison invited ridicule by adopting substantially the same 

policy proposed by his previous (and vanquished!) opponent on the eve of an election. 

But inside the cage that Morrison has built for himself he has no choice. Now it is true that 

COP26, like the other 25 COPs, is really just a bit of feel-good green pageantry (check out 

Dr Arthur Day’s chart, below, to see how much impact they’ve had. View the full article 

here). As much as the Morrison government had to contort itself to come up with some 

kind of pledge that was vaguely acceptable to the climate brigade, committing to Net Zero 

by 2050 in time for Glasgow was the easy bit. 
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But having made the grand promise, it’s another thing altogether to come up with a 

credible explanation for how precisely you intend to implement it, and what exactly 

Morrison means when he says ‘technology, not taxes’. 

And so, Morrison has no choice but to reach for whatever ‘technology’ that will make him 

add up the numbers credibly, whether it be green hydrogen, carbon capture or, in this 

case, electric cars. 

To be charitable to Morrison, he claims that unlike the Shorten-era election promise he 

rubbished, his support for electric cars is predicated on ‘choice over mandates’. As the 

Australian Financial Review reported yesterday: 

‘I don’t have a problem with electric vehicles,’ the Prime Minister declared on 

Tuesday, as he carefully stationed himself at a Toyota hydrogen centre in 

Melbourne. ‘I just have a problem with governments telling people what to do 

about what vehicles they should drive and where they can drive them – which is 

what Bill Shorten’s plan was.’ [Read here $] 

So instead of mandating that a certain number of cars sold should be EVs, the Coalition 

has announced a projection – that all new cars sold by 2030 will either by electric or 

hybrid. To help things along, the government is proposing to ‘invest’ more in ‘support’ for 

EVs – mostly by funding recharging stations. 

But the question, as ever, is how exactly any of this affects the earth’s climate? Australia 
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accounts for 1.13% of the earth’s total carbon emissions, of which consumer vehicles 

would constitute a tiny fraction. Also, inconveniently, the vast majority of the electricity that 

will power these vehicles in the medium-term will come from fossil fuels. 

Then there is the rather inconvenient truth that Australians don’t seem to want electric cars 

anyway. Less than one per cent of new car sales last year were EVs – how many 

government-funded charging stations will it take to bring that number up to 30 per cent? 

And finally, don’t forget that EVs are for most people prohibitively expensive, and likely to 

remain so for some time. Even the independent MP, Zali Steggall, for all her green 

credentials, can’t quite bring herself to trade in the family SUV for a planet-saving 

alternative. That is, unless the government somehow does something to ‘make electric 

vehicles cheaper’ for people like her. Of course. 

To Say No To Glasgow is not just to critique the circus currently underway, it is to 

systematically research and oppose the many measures that will be proposed in coming 

years supposedly to ‘uphold the commitments made at COP26’. That’s what the IPA will 

be doing, with your support. 

And now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows, with the long form 

of this and all previous contributions posted here. 

How and Why the False Climate Consensus is Manufactured 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

Commencement of the second week at COP26 produced few highlights, but former US 

President Barack Obama’s tendentious address has at least enabled today’s examination 

of how climate politics has polluted climate science and driven noble cause corruption. 

Obama made his appearance on Monday, lambasting those who politicise climate change 

(as if policies of this magnitude are somehow beyond politics) and those who are reluctant 

to sign up for the most extreme agenda. 
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He singled out Russia and China, and his remarks endorse the view that in place of 

politics, we should defer to ‘The Science’. He defended Biden’s (lack of) progress, 

because he had been ‘constrained in large part by the fact that one of our two major 

parties has decided not only to sit on the sidelines but express active hostility toward 

climate science and make climate change a partisan issue.’ [Read here] 

There are two problems here: the quality of climate science; and the impossibility of 

science dictating which policies should be pursued. 

To take the second point first, there is no linear relationship between science and public 

policy. 

Climate science has long since lost its independent status. It cannot, for example, tell us 

what the balance should be between mitigation (measures to prevent climate change) and 

adaptation (measures to prosper safely within a warming world). It would be hard to find 

an example of an area of science more prone to what I have called virtuous (or noble 

cause) corruption. Science insists on the transparency of data and methods and, as Karl 

Popper put it, advances by disagreement. 

When Australian sceptic Warwick Hughes sought access to raw temperature data from the 

Climate Research Unit at the University of East Anglia in the UK, Director Phil Jones wrote 

to Hughes stating ‘We have 25 or so years invested in the work. Why should I make the 

data available to you, when your aim is to try and find something wrong with it?’ This 
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remains one of the most profoundly anti-scientific statements I have ever encountered. 

The official climate models are inescapably works of fiction and to a greater or lesser 

extent unreliable. They may be better at discerning the future than reading the entrails of 

chickens, but they remain unreliable. A manufactured scientific consensus built on models 

of the future rather than on observations might serve the purposes of the Barack Obamas 

of the world, but it is not a sound basis for the radical restructuring of economies and 

societies. [Read the full article here] 

Research from the IPA: Obama and Sea Levels 

Speaking of Obama, who could forget the humility he displayed when accepting the 

Democratic nomination for presidency in 2008: 

…this was the moment when the rise of the oceans began to slow and our planet 

began to heal… 

His first big assumption was that there was some kind of runaway rise in sea levels (and 

the second that he as President could do anything about it, if it was). The first assumption 

is challenged in one of our IPA Facts Sheets, based on the research by Dr Jennifer 

Marohasy and Dr Arthur Day originally published in Climate Change: The Facts 2020. 

The Hot Takes from Fact Sheet (pictured below) are: 

1. Sea levels are rising and falling at different rates in different places due to

various causes. The IPCC’s estimates of rise in ‘global sea level’ should

be viewed with caution.

2. The IPCC predicts that by 2100 the annual rate of increase in sea levels

will be five to ten times greater than if humans were not causing global

warming, but empirical measurements and problems with the computer

models cast doubt on these predictions.

3. Long term natural trends suggest local impacts of any sea level rise will, in

any event, differ greatly. [Download here]
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Dr Marohasy and Dr Day’s research is further illustrated by Norfolk Island based journalist 

and writer Susan Prior who identified the problems with accurately measuring sea levels, 

using her own Norfolk Island home as a case study. Her article was published in the 

Autumn issue of the IPA Review, a quarterly magazine published by the IPA and delivered 

exclusively to IPA members. [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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From: Gideon Rozner <grozner@ipa.org.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 11 November 2021 4:39 PM 
To: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #11: A lesson in climate jargon 

Dear Scott , A lesson i n clim ate jargon. It  has been r eported overnight that the U K Prime Mi nister and hos t at Glasg ow, Boris  Johnson, ‘told w orld leaders to “ pick up the phone and give neg oti ators  the space to m anoeuvre’’ and agree to the m ost am bitious  COP26 s tatem ent possible’.  

Dear Scott, 

A lesson in climate jargon 

It has been reported overnight that the UK Prime Minister and host at Glasgow, Boris 

Johnson, ‘told world leaders to “pick up the phone and give negotiators the space to 

manoeuvre’’ and agree to the most ambitious COP26 statement possible’. [Read here $] 

With Johnson investing so much of his prestige in a decisive outcome at Glasgow, this is 

understandable. A quick look at the draft COP26 statement shows why he is sounding so 

desperate. It is a lesson in twisted English and mangled meaning. [Read here] 

The statement is a confused mishmash of popular jargon seemingly aimed at keeping us 

alarmed, but unclear on what exactly we are trying to achieve here. So you read about ‘the 

importance of the best available science for effective climate action’ – the same science 

that, apparently, suggests the ‘devastating impacts of the coronavirus pandemic’ call for a 

‘sustainable, resilient and inclusive global recovery’ and the ‘important role of civil society, 

including youth and indigenous peoples’. And you hear of their ‘alarm and concern’ as 

signatories ‘stress the urgency of increased ambition and action’. 

Also overnight, the USA and China have agreed to increase their ambitions for ‘climate 

action’ this side of 2030. This is where the pressure will really ramp up on Scott Morrison, 

as the downside of aligning with Joe Biden’s climate ambitions to secure nuclear 

submarines comes to the fore. 

As I predicted, his Net Zero by 2050 pledge has not satisfied the climate zealots, who 

have kept up the pressure to create even more destructive ‘emissions reductions’ 
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measures in the Paris Agreement timeline which runs to 2030. 

Scott Morrison signed up to Net Zero by 2050 to get himself past Glasgow, neutralise a 

political issue, and give him the freedom to pivot on issues like electric cars. 

The problem for mainstream Australians is that the measures which will inevitably flow 

from such commitments have costs greater than admitted in the form of subsidies, 

regulations, and supply chain inflation which are determined in the Canberra ‘Swamp’ far 

away from prying eyes. But at the IPA, we will keep digging and asking uncomfortable 

questions on your behalf. 

Now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows, with the long form 

of this and all previous contributions posted here. 

The Green Colonialism of Glasgow 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

At Glasgow some progress has been made on a ‘New collective quantified goal on climate 

finance’, with some pushing for a $US1.3 trillion figure, and (interestingly) a 50% balance 

between mitigation and adaptation. 

Developing countries have continually linked the provision of finance to agreeing to the 

key elements sought by the UK Presidency, and thus success at COP-26. 

Adaptation is important for developing countries and on the agenda at Glasgow because, 

even if global temperatures were kept to an increase of no more than 1.5°C, the models 

predict there would still be weather-related natural disasters, and it is investment in 

infrastructure that limits damage and loss of life in developed countries. 

Isatou Touray, the Vice-President of The Gambia, stressed the need for urgent action, and 

emphasised her country was doing more than its fair share. 
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The demands from developing countries are unsurprising, given that the global north is 

asking them to forego the very kind of development that provided them with the wealth 

they enjoy in order to prevent warming, the predicted extent of which is problematic at 

best. 

If the approximately one billion people in the 48 sub-Saharan African countries, 

responsible for less than 1% of cumulative global carbon emissions, were to triple 

electricity generation using only natural gas, global emissions would only increase by 

about 1%. If they used their coal resources in state-of-the-art Advanced Ultra-supercritical 

coal-fired stations (such as have been developed by GE), the increase would only be 

slightly higher. (Such stations achieve 49% efficiency and reduce GHG emissions by 30-

45% over global fleet average). 

Yet the policies proposed by developed countries at Glasgow would prevent this, leading 

Vijaya Ramachandran, director for energy and development at the Breakthrough Institute, 

to decry ‘green colonialism’ in an essay in Foreign Policy magazine. 

Ramachandran is particularly scathing of Norway which, he points out, is the most fossil 

fuel-dependent affluent country in the world. Fully 41% of Norway’s exports, 14% of its 

GDP, 14% of it's government revenues, and between 6 and 7% of it's employment derive 

from crude oil and natural gas. 

Yet Norway, along with the rest of Europe, the USA and much of the global north is 

attempting to dictate that the global south should forgo developing its coal and gas and oil 
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resources, stay poor and stop developing. As he puts is, ‘Let’s call a spade a spade: 

Norway is advancing the green version of colonialism.’ 

He doesn’t mince words: ‘Failing to be honest about the energy needs of the developing 

world is inhumane, uncompassionate, and immoral.’ [Read the full article here] 

Research highlights 

In Aynsley Kellow's commentary, above, he points out the immorality of efforts to deny the 

developing world access to cutting-edge ultra-supercritical coal fired power stations, which 

have much lower emissions per unit of power than anything the developed world operated 

in its heyday of unrestricted economic growth (and indeed continue to operate to a great 

extent). 

But it isn’t just the developing countries who are being denied this technology. We in 

Australia are denying it to ourselves as well, at great costs to our energy system. In terms 

of technology, we could still replace our ageing fleet of coal-fired power stations with the 

much more efficient modern plants, enabling a continuation of reliable base load energy at 

reduced emissions profile. But Scott Morrison’s commitment to Net Zero by 2050 appears 

to have shut the gate on that (unless there’s a sudden outbreak of common sense). 

When cutting-edge technology solutions for coal was still officially an option, IPA Research 

Fellow, Brett Hogan did tremendous work on ultra-supercritical coal fired power, with 

respect to both black coal and brown coal.  Some apposite remarks of his, below, were 
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contained in a terrific speech he gave to a Students for Liberty Conference in 2017, with 

the very accurate title, The Destruction By Government Of Australia’s Electricity Market: 

According to Geoscience Australia, we have over 100 years’ worth of black coal 

and 1,000 years’ worth of brown coal with the latter at seams over 200 metres 

thick in parts of the Latrobe Valley. 

New, ultra-supercritical and advanced-ultra-supercritical coal power plants, which 

are in use and being built throughout the world, use new technology to burn coal 

at higher temperatures and under higher steam pressure, meaning a reduction on 

coal consumed and carbon dioxide emitted, of up to 50%. 

The Minerals Council of Australia recently estimated that over 1,015 supercritical 

or ultra-supercritical generating units are currently in operation worldwide with 

another 1,231 planned or under construction. [Read here] 

Classic Comments: Andrew Bushnell on Electric Vehicles 

Watching Scott Morrison’s contortions on electric vehicles, which I discussed in 

yesterday’s Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, reminded me of a fine little article written by IPA 

Research Fellow, Andrew Bushnell, in the Daily Telegraph, in the lead up to the last 

Federal election. 

In the article, Labor’s Electric Car Plan Won’t Help Ordinary Australians, Andrew 

responded to Labor’s plans, but ironically Morrison has now unveiled a virtually 

indistinguishable set of goals. So Andrew’s points could be directed at either Party: 

This is a trade-off not just between cars but between people. 

The smiles of inner-city greenies come at the expense of outer-suburban workers. 

Forty per cent of new car sales are SUVs. The highest selling car in Australia is 

the Toyota Hilux. There is currently no electric Ute on the market. 

Tradies will have to absorb this extra cost or pass it on to their customers. Either 

by reducing their earnings or reducing demand for their products, Labor is stiffing 

one of its traditional blue-collar constituencies. 
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To service the new electric vehicles, a Shorten Labor government will insist that all 

new roads and housing and office developments include charging facilities. The 

cost of your car will rise, and so too will the cost of your house, your office, and the 

road between them. [Read here] 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 

would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Gideon Rozner  
Director of Policy 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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From:
Sent: Friday, 12 November 2021 5:17 PM 
To: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: FW: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #12: Become a champion for climate realism 

Dear M atthew, Become a champi on for climate realism. I t is my  pl easur e as the editor of Say N o To Glasg ow Bulletin to take over from Gideon Rozner today. I w ant to start with a thank you. Your support of our Say N o To Glasg ow Bull etin has allow ed the IPA to redouble its ef forts to dissemi nate our climate research, and poi nt out everything th at is  wrong with Scott M orrison committing Australi a to N et Zer o by 2050.  

Dear Matthew, 

Become a champion for climate realism 

It is my pleasure as the editor of Say No To Glasgow Bulletin to take over from Gideon 

Rozner today. 

I want to start with a thank you. Your support of our Say No To Glasgow Bulletin has 

allowed the IPA to redouble its efforts to disseminate our climate research, and point out 

everything that is wrong with Scott Morrison committing Australia to Net Zero by 2050. 

Thank you for sharing our research with your friends and with MPs. With every share, you 

have helped more Australians understand the harm being done to Australia’s future. 

You’ve helped them realise the ‘consensus’ on climate warming projected by the 

mainstream media is a manufactured illusion. You have introduced them to a truly 

independent voice for reason on climate science and policy – that is, the Institute of Public 

Affairs. 

As you would have noticed, The Say No To Glasgow Bulletin is more than just a 

commentary on COP26. It is a compendium of real facts on climate science and policy that 

the IPA has been publishing for more than a decade. We boldly study and highlight facts 

that go against the popular narrative on climate change – be it rising temperatures and 

frequency of hurricanes or potential job losses and rising energy prices. The IPA does it 

because universities and the media won’t. 

We are only able to do this thanks to our 8,000 IPA members. The IPA does not seek 
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or receive funding from the government. 

But an IPA membership is more than a donation. By becoming an IPA member, you are 

making a statement on the side of freedom of conscience, inquiry and speech. An IPA 

member stands with Gideon Rozner, Dr Peter Ridd, Dr Jennifer Marohasy, Dr Arthur Day, 

Dan Wild, Cian Hussey and others (whose research and commentary in the Bulletin gave 

you a true insight into the state of climate science and policy) and says – I champion their 

right to be speak climate truths. 

Which is why I am inviting you to become an IPA member today. 

As a valued subscriber to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, I have a special IPA 

membership package offer just for you which will put into your hands the greatest 

collection of facts and arguments on climate change to appear this year: Professor Ian 

Plimer’s latest book, Green Murder: A Life Sentence of Net Zero With No Parole. 

No one hits harder when dismantling the fictions of climate change than Ian Plimer, and if 

you become a member today you will be able to listen to him live at an IPA member-

exclusive online event on Tuesday 30 November. 

Just this morning, I read in a sneak preview of Green Murder what should be an epitaph 

on the two weeks in Glasgow: 

COP talk fests have nothing to do with climate or the environment but are UN-

sponsored meetings to extract money from countries which do not protect their 

economy, freedoms and sovereign risk. Net Zero, zero carbon and other uncosted 

clean green schemes are underpinned by the biggest scientific fraud in history. 
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The hollow words by dreamers promote new business schemes to extract even 

more money from consumers via higher costs, subsidies, tariffs and penalties. 

There will be severe impacts upon already inefficient unreliable electricity systems 

that threaten food, industrial and military security. 

You can become an IPA member for $99 (valued at $140) and get: 

• A complimentary signed copy of Professor Ian Plimer’s Green Murder

• Exclusive members-only updates on our latest research on climate science

and policy

• Our quarterly magazine, the IPA Review

• Priority and exclusive access to IPA’s online and in-person events, such as the

upcoming event with Professor Ian Plimer

• And regular email updates from the IPA team

Click here to take advantage of this special offer. 

I hope you will avail yourself of this opportunity to become a voice for reason in climate 

debates. I would like to welcome all 1,650 subscribers of the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin 

as IPA members to our special online event with Professor Plimer on Tuesday 30 

November. 

Now over to our Special Correspondent for Say No To Glasgow Bulletin, Emeritus 

Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows, with the long form 

of this and all previous contributions posted here. 

China and Big Corporations Beneficiaries of Climate Activism 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

The US-China Joint Glasgow Declaration has been reported by the mainstream media in 

Australia as a marvellous breakthrough, blissfully ignorant that then President Obama also 

issued a joint statement on climate change with Xi Jinping in 2015 just before the Paris 

Agreement [Read here], which was quickly followed by a massive expansion in Chinese 

construction of coal-fired power stations both domestically and abroad (the latter also 

facilitated by Obama preventing the World Bank funding them). 
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The Declaration has all the hallmarks of a symbolic gesture to give the appearance of 

action, and China committed to nothing but to cooperate in future, along with 

‘commitments’ vague in the extreme. While it recorded that ‘The United States has set a 

goal to reach 100% carbon pollution-free electricity by 2035’ this was reciprocated with 

‘China will phase down coal consumption during the 15th Five Year Plan and make best 

efforts to accelerate this work.’ Making all those solar panels and wind turbines for the 

USA will doubtless make that more difficult. 

One notable feature at Glasgow has been the willingness of business to step up for 

‘climate action’; especially companies that are sensitive to ESG (Environmental, Social 

and Governance) concerns. Pressure from investment funds and groups like Climate 

Action 100+, an investor group with 545 members managing a combined $52 trillion of 

assets, have driven much of this. 

We have seen some divestment of coal assets by corporations such as BHP, Rio Tinto 

and Anglo American, but the important thing to note is that they are not closing coal mines, 

but simply seeking to remove them from their portfolios. In other words, they are insulating 

themselves from ESG pressures rather than helping avoid climate change by ceasing 

mining coal. 

If activist financial groups have succeeded in anything, it is in forcing the ESG-sensitive 

corporations to divest ownership of coal mines to companies lacking a global presence 

which are less vulnerable to pressure from the activist funds. There is, in fact, finance 

available for coal – just not finance that is maximally vulnerable to ESG activism. 

Regarding the motivation of the corporations, we should also bear in mind that the 

resource requirements of renewables (steel, cement, copper etc) promise massive 

revenues for the likes of BHP and Rio, so selling (not closing) coal mines to free up cash 

for investment in such commodities is also good for business. [Read the full article here] 

Commentary from the IPA: Gideon Rozner on Paul Murray Live 

If you’re missing your daily dose of Gideon Rozner then do have a look at his appearance 

on Paul Murray Live. He was responding to the efforts of Matt Kean, NSW Treasurer and 

also Minister for Energy and Environment, who is seeking to lead an alliance of the States 

to go even harder on Net Zero by 2050. Gideon said: 
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Australia is responsible for 1.13% of global emissions. The share of emissions that 

can be attributed to New South Wales and South Australia and the ACT who have 

signed up to this agreement is a fraction of that. We are talking about the head of 

a pinpoint here. This will make absolutely no difference to the earth’s climate. 

It is just a feel-good exercise for the Matt Keans and the Steven Marshalls of the 

world and the fact that any Liberal government would have anything to do with it, I 

find very very sad because ultimately the cost of all this green chicanery will be 

borne by you and I through our taxes and through our power bills. [Watch here] 

Research Highlights: Chris Berg on The Carbon Tax That Refuses to Die 

Once upon a time, we did manage to kill off Australia’s Carbon Tax. In response to which, 

the then Greens Leader Christine Milne had said that IPA Executive Director, John 

Roskam, should join Ian Plimer and others on a ‘website of climate criminals’ for the IPA’s 

contribution to that effort. 

I have been concerned that a Carbon Tax 2.0 is coming back on the agenda by stealth, 

after former Australian Finance Minister, Matthias Cormann, now running the OECD, told 

Scott Morrison and other world leaders: 

Carbon prices and equivalent measures need to become significantly more 

stringent, and globally better coordinated, to properly reflect the cost of emissions 

to the planet and put us on the path to genuinely meet the Paris Agreement 
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climate goals. 

Then this morning I read Jacqueline Mangay, in The Australian, telling readers than in the 

negotiations on the Glasgow statement: 

Australia has been promoting the adoption of a carbon market and transparency 

and accuracy of measuring carbon outputs, but it is unclear if this has universal 

support to be included in the text. 

How can we promote carbon taxes globally unless we’re ready to implement them (again) 

here? The Morrison Government is once again making commitments on the global stage 

that will hit jobs, energy security, and prosperity. 

I remember what we said at the IPA functions where we marked the death of Carbon Tax 

1.0. In an article for the IPA Review – a IPA member-exclusive publication of which I am 

the Editor - IPA Research Fellow Chris Berg gave an excellent run down of the events that 

led to the repeal of the Carbon Tax, calling it ‘a pretty good example of democratic 

function’. And yet, hidden in that victory song was a warning: 

The carbon tax is repealed but it is not dead. Bill Shorten has promised to take a 

carbon tax to the next election. 

Clive Palmer, who was a climate change sceptic as recently as the 2013 election, 

has had a Road to Damascus conversion and is now seen holding press 

conferences with Al Gore and being closely advised by Australia Institute staffer 

and former Greens chief of staff Ben Oquist. 

Palmer has forced the government to retain much of the infrastructure around the 

carbon tax – the Clean Energy Finance Corporation, for instance, but most 

gallingly the Renewable Energy Target. 

So the carbon tax is gone. But its associated policies are still in place – ineffective, 

wasteful, and unfortunately resilient. [Read here] 

True then, even truer now. 

Thank you for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. If you know anyone else who 
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would like to receive the Bulletin, please forward this email to them or encourage them to 

sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Scott Hargreaves 
Executive General Manager 
Institute of Public Affairs 

L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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From: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au>  
Sent: Monday, 15 November 2021 4:40 PM 
To: Scott Hargreaves <shargreaves@ipa.org.au> 
Subject: Say No To Glasgow Bulletin #13: Glasgow's Finished, But the Climate Caravan Rolls On 

Dear Scott , W ell, that’s a wrap i n Glasg ow and a wr ap for  the IPA’s Say N o To Gl asgow  Bulleti n.  Unlike C OP26 Pr esident Alok  Sharma I haven’t broken dow n i n tears; m ore breathed a sigh of r elief  that the Gl asgow  Pact fell short of  the destr uctive m easur es green activists  ar e dem andi ng as  means of g etti ng to N et Zero by  2050. But, of course, the said green activis ts are r elentl ess.  

Dear Scott, 

Glasgow's Finished, But the Climate Caravan Rolls On 

Well, that’s a wrap in Glasgow and a wrap for the IPA’s Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. 

Unlike COP26 President Alok Sharma I haven’t broken down in tears; more breathed a 

sigh of relief that the Glasgow Pact fell short of the destructive measures green activists 

are demanding as means of getting to Net Zero by 2050. But, of course, the said green 

activists are relentless. 

That is why the IPA will also be relentless in our vigilance against ruinous measures 

proposed in the name of Net Zero by 2050. We Say No To Glasgow, and to the travelling 

climate circus that constantly pushes for measures injurious to Australian jobs and 

prosperity. 

As an IPA member you stand with 8,000 Australians backing a voice of reason on 

climate science and policy. You can right now support the IPA’s newly established 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3Dbd080d4ed01868fc379581e228d440d35b3426b9dd974fc858c41e3d1a0caf7aa8cc3f8bd63f2ec4cc1a7bc73553d4a39911418fcbb7968d&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C2f2193a16332434841ee08d9a7fa504f%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637725515804465774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MPoOw4nXr7tZGO4trmSivEgDSuv2phX%2B1QgAHPpn8Ds%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcl.s7.exct.net%2F%3Fqs%3D9cfc48068e146fbb063201e2e0b0d07bc6166f8ddd4c3d7192930e6d06827d698eb2fc124ddfbcaa22dcc32b981c01c8850430e6e1d2cc89&data=04%7C01%7Cshargreaves%40ipa.org.au%7C2f2193a16332434841ee08d9a7fa504f%7C295f4908eed94413bbdb40d261862e73%7C0%7C0%7C637725515804475732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=pel2W%2B%2Fd6nfEAmPmslRZY0UeOEWvVbqXHCPtAuW4U1A%3D&reserved=0


Project For Real Science led by Dr Peter Ridd. [Click here to donate] 

Negotiations are already underway ahead of the next COP meeting in Egypt, and the 

pressure remains on Australia to upgrade the promises made for reducing emissions by 

2030. I was staggered to read this morning that: 

Innes Willox, chief executive of national employer association Ai Group, said 

Australia will need to “keep pace” with the world and commit to a “further step up” 

in climate commitments before the November 2022 climate summit in Egypt. 

But I shouldn’t be surprised, because we know the mainstream media and Australia’s 

major business organisations are now all cheerleaders for Net Zero by 2050. For the 

moment the Morrison Government has refused to budge on its plans, which already 

involved cuts in emissions of 26-28 per cent by 2030. But for how long, especially when it 

capitulated on Net Zero by 2050? And what would the ALP do if it attains Government and 

is pressured to up the ante for the conference in Egypt? 

With your support we will continue to interrogate the science and identify the costs of 

climate policies, and Say No To the Glasgow Pact and to Net Zero by 2050. 

Now, for the last time, it's over to our Special Correspondent for the Say No To Glasgow 

Bulletin, Emeritus Professor Aynsley Kellow. An edited extract of his commentary follows, 

with the long form of this and all previous contributions posted here. 

I would like to express my appreciation to Professor Kellow for his insightful analysis, and 
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also to IPA Director of Policy, Gideon Rozner, whose pithy and topical introductions 

tracked the absurdities on display at Glasgow. 

China and India Save Australia’s Bacon (and Coal Industry) at Glasgow 

Special Correspondent Professor Aynsley Kellow 

COP26 in Glasgow has ended in the manner largely predicted at the outset: with an 

ambiguously worded ‘Glasgow Pact’ containing little of substance. Being a Pact and not a 

Treaty it avoids any need for ratification by the US Senate which would end in a rejection 

humiliating for President Biden. 

The International Energy Agency considered that the Nationally Determined Contributions 

agreed would probably limit post industrial revolution temperature increases to 1.8°C but 

these claims rely on models that have proven to be inaccurate, and do not engender great 

faith that they will be any more accurate in future. 

Australia’s current target, submitted as part of the Paris Agreement, is for a 26-28 per cent 

reduction on 2005 emission levels by 2030, but the government’s projections show a 

reduction of up to 35 per cent will be reached and it has also specified some low 

emissions technology ‘stretch targets’. Nevertheless we are constantly excoriated as 

climate laggards, and were again in Glasgow, being given the ‘Colossal Fossil’ award in 

one of the many stunts pulled by those who seem to be stuck in a kind of undergraduate 

student politics. (They also deflated the tyres of about 40 SUVs in Glasgow, though it is 

unsure how they thought this might help consensus). 

There were numerous undertakings given that more commitments will be made at COP27 

at Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt and COP28 in the United Arab Emirates which, perhaps -

ironically, are considerably warmer venues than Glasgow. The ‘last chance’ at Glasgow 

was the first last chance since the last last chance was not taken, despite the presence of 

the numerous business leaders and celebrities who flew into Glasgow in 400 private jets. 

So on to the next last chance, and the one after that. 

The presence of the Great and the Good, including Prince Charles, may well have 

hindered rather than helped progress, as the sight of the extremely affluent preaching to 

the poorest nations that they must forego the development that made them wealthy was 

hardly a good message. As Dan Hodges put it in the Daily Mail, ‘A quick photo with 

Leonardo DiCaprio and the global elite vanished into the Glaswegian night.’ Michael 



Shellenberger labelled it ‘neo-feudalism’. 

As expected, developing countries, led by China and India, gutted attempts by the UK and 

the EU, which have largely exhausted their cheap coal resources, to impose the same 

disadvantage on them. Their group of 22 ‘Like-Minded Developing Countries’ at one stage 

even demanded the removal of the whole section on ‘mitigation’ (efforts to slow climate 

change). 

So we are left with something of a ‘Potemkin’ accord that will deliver very little of 

consequence – which is not a bad thing for Australia, which was able to hide its national 

interests behind those of China, India, Iran and others. Australia actually waved through 

the penultimate text that called for a ‘phase out’ of ‘unabated’ coal-fired generation, and it 

was left to India and China to insist that the text be changed to ‘phase down’. Australia 

was silent during the final plenary. [Read the full article here] 

Commentary from the IPA: Sherry Sufi on Paul Murray Live 

Dr Sherry Sufi, a Senior Fellow at the IPA, recently had an excellent discussion with Paul 

Murray about the ‘Climate Change Performance Index’, which ranked Australia last out of 

the 64 countries examined, on Paul Murray Live. 

Dr Sufi explained: 

What we’re seeing at the moment is basically an ideological war. It’s very difficult 

to look at this so-called report and take it as offering anything objective… They’re 
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basically peddling a preconceived narrative and there is a lesson in this for the 

Centre-Right in Australian politics to learn: no matter what we try to do to please 

the woke left, they’ll never be satisfied. Before this report came out, I was having a 

look at it – I knew about a fortnight or so ago – and the title when somebody like 

Australia will be the rich world’s weakest link at COP 26 ... And they’d come up 

with this title before the conference had actually happened. So we see the same 

sort of narrative being channelled through over and over. … 

As Paul Murray pointed out, the report received wide media coverage as somehow 

objective, even though it was part of ‘narrative-building machine’ put together by activist 

groups, including ones from Australia. Dr Sufi said; 

And what these people are doing is, is they basically trashing the reputation of 

their own country and doing it internationally. And what does it actually do for the 

average working class Australian? Nothing. It costs them jobs, 650,000 of those. 

This shows you the scale of how far Australia has actually gone in hurting itself to 

try and lead the charge on a government-led transition towards renewables. 

[Watch here] 

The reference to 650,000 jobs is, of course, drawn from the landmark IPA Research 

Report by Daniel Wild and Cian Hussey. [Read here] 

Thank you once again for signing up to the Say No To Glasgow Bulletin. I’ll be back with 
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our regular monthly climate updates soon. 

If you know anyone else who would like to receive our regular climate updates, please 

forward this email to them and encourage them to sign up at ipa.org.au/netzero. 

Regards 

Scott Hargreaves 
Executive General Manager 
Institute of Public Affairs  
L2, 410 Collins Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000     
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