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3 June 2020 
  
 
 
Dear IPA Member 
  
I'm pleased to be writing to you my End Of Financial Year letter for this year for the Institute 
of Public Affairs.   
  
With this letter I have attached a donation form for our 2020 End Of Financial Year Appeal.  
As you know the IPA doesn't seek or receive government funding.  The IPA relies for its 
funding entirely upon the voluntary financial contributions provided by its Members and 
supporters.  We depend on people like you.   
  
Last year the revenue of the IPA was $6 million, 85% of which came from donations and 
15% from membership fees.  All donations made to our 2020 End Of Financial Year Appeal 
are devoted exclusively to supporting the research of the IPA and are tax deductible. 
  
For the IPA the last twelve months has been a time of achievement and growth.  While for 
Australia the last twelve months falls into two parts – the time up until the outbreak of the 
coronavirus pandemic in March, and the time after it.   
  
The IPA over the last twelve months 
  
More than 6,000 Australians are Members of the IPA, the highest number in our more than 
70 year history, while our revenue and cash reserves are likewise at record levels.  To 
accommodate the increase in the number of staff of now nearly 50 employees, the IPA 
doubled the size of its headquarters in Melbourne during the year.  Those 50 IPA employees 
include our IPA Generation Liberty Campus Coordinators working at sixteen universities 
around the country.   
  
In June last year The Hon Rod Kemp AM stepped down as Chairman of the Institute of 
Public Affairs, a position he had held since 2008.  Over the course of his chairmanship and 
under his leadership the IPA increased in size more than ten-fold.  The incredible 
contribution of Rod Kemp to the success of the IPA was recognised by the IPA Board of 
Directors when he was appointed to be one of five Honorary Life Members of the IPA.  On 1 
July 2019, Dr Janet Albrechtsen became Chairman of the IPA.  
  
IPA research on the values that matter to mainstream Australians has helped shape the future 
of the country.  On the core issues of our freedoms and our prosperity, the IPA's voice on for 
example, freedom of speech, tax and regulation, climate change, and the future of private 
enterprise has helped shape the direction of our nation.  And the IPA is communicating our 
research and our voice to more Australians than ever before. 
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In September, The Baillieu Myer Studio, named in honour of Mr Baillieu Myer AC, an 
Honorary Life Member of the IPA, was officially opened.  The Studio is a state-of-the-art 
media facility which is where the IPA's videos, our two weekly podcasts The Young IPA 
Podcast and The Looking Forward Podcast, social media content, and livestream events are 
produced.  Over the last eighteen months the number of Australians the IPA directly 
communicates with in any one week has more than tripled. 
 
In an average week more than 60,000 Australians will read or watch or listen to material 
produced by the IPA.  Some of the IPA's videos and podcasts reach many more people than 
that.   
  
The IPA video explaining why the lockdown needed to begin to end to save jobs has been 
watched 650,000 times – making it the most popular video the IPA has ever produced.  The 
IPA's new three-part podcast series The Heretic: Inside Peter Ridd's Fight for Freedom of 
Speech on Climate Change, produced by Gideon Rozner, the IPA's Director of Policy was 
released two weeks ago and has already ranked the seventh most popular podcast in Australia 
in the news category on the Apple iTunes charts.   
  
It was seven years ago that the IPA produced our first video (it was on the carbon tax).  Since 
then people have watched on the internet and through social media more than ten million 
minutes of material produced by the IPA.  It now doesn't take that long for the IPA to reach 
that milestone.  These days ten million minutes of IPA videos are watched every six months. 
  
Australia over the last twelve months 
  
The coronavirus crisis is a health crisis, and a crisis of our society and economy.  What's 
happened has brought forth so much that is good about Australia and Australians, but it has 
also shown in stark terms the nature of the challenges we face as a country and a community.   
  
The crisis has demonstrated just why the work of the Institute of Public Affairs is so 
important to the future of the country and why your support for the work of the IPA is so 
important.  
  
For me, some of the things about Australia this crisis has revealed are: 
  

• The difference between the values of mainstream Australians, and the attitudes of 
those in the media, in politics, and in government. 

 
• What the Prime Minister said in the Commonwealth Parliament in April is not true.  

Unfortunately we are not 'all in this together'.  There has been no equality of sacrifice 
across the community.  Private enterprise, particularly small business, has borne the 
brunt of the consequences of the economic and social shutdown, while those working 
in the public sector have been largely unaffected.

 
 

  
• The willingness of so many Australians to not just accept, but embrace a dramatic  

increase in the size and role of government as a solution to the crisis, while ignoring 
the longer-term consequences of such actions.   
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I'll go into some more detail about these things in the course of this letter and I'll share with 
you how the work of the IPA is helping overcome these challenges. 
  
Why I'm optimistic about Australia's future 
  
These are big challenges.  But as I approach my fifteenth year in the role of Executive 
Director of the Institute of Public Affairs I'm more intensely optimistic about the future of the 
country than I've been in all my time at the IPA.  I'll tell you why.  
  

• In a crisis you realise what's important.   
• As Australians, ultimately we get the big decisions right. 
• Young Australians are positive about their future. 

  
The values of mainstream Australia that have given us the best way of life in the world are 
the values on which we rebuild our path back to thriving communities and a prosperous 
community. 
  
Values such as hard work, a fair go, reward for effort, the equality of all people in our 
political and legal systems, and the freedom to say and think what you like and to make up 
your own mind are essential features of the Australian way of life.  They're values we 
shouldn't be shy of or reluctant about – we must celebrate and argue for and defend.  They're 
the values the overwhelming majority of Australians believe in.  They're the values of 
mainstream Australia. 
  
I don't think it's true that after this crisis everything will change, nor do I think we'll just go 
back to how things were before.  The future will be a bit of both.  But what I do think is that 
in due course we'll realise that much of what Australians have spent the last ten years arguing 
about is not as important as we once thought it was.  The focus of many parts of the media 
and of most parts of the school and university education system with identity politics will 
evaporate.  This will happen because the central idea of identity politics which is that we 
should exaggerate and enshrine differences of class, race, and gender is not an optimistic 
vision of humanity and doesn't present a positive vision for the future.   
  
We might take some missteps along the way, but I don't think we'll ever turn our back on 
what Martin Luther King Jr said – 'I have a dream that my four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of 
their character.' 
  
For more than ten years politics in Canberra has been obsessed with climate change and 
energy policy.  In 2007, Kevin Rudd as the prime minister said climate change is 'the great 
moral challenge of our generation'.  (Maybe he honestly believed that, or maybe he just said 
it so that he could claim that anyone who disagreed with him was immoral.)   
  
Since then the Labor Party has successively adopted ever-more destructive and expensive 
climate change policies, while the Coalition has kept on inching closer to the ALP's position 
without ever wanting to acknowledge it.  The Morrison government remains a signatory to 
the Paris Climate Accord that commits Australia to make deeper cuts to its emissions than 
any other developed country – something for which Australia never gets the credit.  Australia 
has gone from having among the cheapest electricity in the world to now having the world's 
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fourth-most expensive electricity.  This is unsustainable and in the long-run will impoverish 
us.   
  
Australia will not be able to take advantage of the vast opportunities of our agricultural and 
natural resource sectors if the cost of energy is not at a level that is internationally 
competitive.  Nor will we be able to expand our manufacturing base.  We are a country with 
high wages and a generous welfare safety net.  We can only maintain that status if our costs 
are kept as low as possible.  But energy is unnecessarily expensive, and as IPA research has 
demonstrated, red tape is now our largest industry costing $176 billion a year, and adding at 
least 10% to 20% to the cost of doing business in Australia.   
  
When the Ford Motor Company announced it would stop making cars in Australia it gave as 
its reason the fact that it cost twice as much to make a vehicle in Australia as in Europe and 
four times as much as Asia. 
  
'Fighting income inequality' has for years been a mantra of the Labor Party and the trade 
unions – and it has been their justification for ever-higher levels of taxation.  But the reality is 
that Australia has one of the lowest levels of income inequality in the developed world, and 
over the last two decades inequality has declined.  In the years to come income inequality 
won't be the issue.  What will matter is who has a job and who doesn't.  Australians 
instinctively know the obvious, that higher taxes don't create jobs and they don't produce 
prosperity. 
  
Australia has faced big challenges before – and we've made the right choices in the past.  
If we understand the moral value of freedom we'll make the right choices again 
  
Towards the end of the Second World War, Australia stood at a fork in the road of the 
country's social and economic future.  One path led to a form of socialism for Australia, as 
the Labor Party, virtually the whole of the public service, and many media outlets and 
community leaders, advocated for the government to take control over vast swathes of the 
private economy.  The other path led to the maintenance of a free enterprise economy, which 
certainly allowed a significant role for government but to nowhere near the same extent as the 
alternative. 
  
In September 1942, with the end of the war still three years away a group of business leaders 
met in Melbourne to establish in the following year, the Institute of Public Affairs.  Those 
leaders had the foresight to anticipate the choices Australians would be making and they 
formed the IPA to mount the argument in the community for, as they wrote in the IPA's 
'Founding Principles': 
  

• Democracy – which rests on individual freedom and individual responsibility. 
 

• Political Freedom – which provides freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and 
speech.
 
 

• Economic Freedom – which provides for individuals to work and take risks and seek 
just rewards for their effort. 
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Those three principles were written in May 1943 and they still apply nearly 80 years later. In 
1944 the IPA published a 70-page booklet, Looking Forward: A Post-War Policy for 
Australian Industry written by the first Executive Director, C.D. 'Ref' Kemp.  (That's the 
origin of the name of our podcast Looking Forward with Scott Hargreaves and Chris Berg.)   
  
Looking Forward was enormously influential at the time on the public.  It put into clear and 
simple words what so many Australians believed in.  It was widely and extensively discussed 
in the national newspapers and was quoted often by non-Labor politicians, including by 
Robert Menzies (who at the time was the leader of the newly-founded Liberal Party) who 
said it was 'the finest statement of basic political and economic problems made in Australia 
for many years'.  In the 1940s the IPA did what we still do every single day which is to argue 
the case for freedom in the community and with the public.  Seventy years ago the IPA 
sponsored entertainment programs on commercial radio stations and there'd be an 
advertisement at the end of the show.  Today while IPA staff regularly appear on the ABC 
and Sky News, we have what you could call our own radio programs – the IPA's hugely 
successful podcasts. 
  
By the end of the 1940s Australia had chosen the path of private enterprise, in no small part 
because of the role played by the IPA in making the case for freedom.  What's striking about 
Looking Forward is its language.  It talks about private enterprise not in an impersonal way 
by referring to 'efficiency' or 'productivity' – it speaks in very human and moral terms.  That's 
why the IPA's two main economics research programs are named Cutting Red Tape for 
Australia's Jobs and The Dignity of Work Project. 
  
This is the powerful language of Looking Forward: 
  

If the system of private enterprise is to realise its fullest potentialities, then there must 
be greater opportunity for all members of the nation to indulge in enterprise.   
  
The essence of private enterprise lies in the incentive it provides for individual 
achievement through the rewards offered in return for great effort and risk.  In the 
provision of opportunities for the undertaking of private enterprise lies real social 
progress and true social justice. 
  
Those who regard the system of private enterprise as indispensable in the provision of 
a better material and social life for the community, should be constantly watchful and 
on guard against economic policies which would result in the serious infringement of 
the principles above stated. 

  
'Opportunity', 'social progress', and 'social justice' are powerful ideas because they put 
individuals and their aspirations for themselves and their families at the heart of society.   
  
It's fascinating that a few years ago when the IPA commissioned a survey of 1,000 young 
Australians between the ages of 16 and 25 and we asked them which were the ideas they felt 
most positive and negative about, 'Capitalism', 'Conservatism', and 'Communism' were ideas 
 
they felt most negative towards.  The ideas young Australians were most positive about were 
'Opportunity', 'Personal Choice', and 'Human Rights'. 
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If we are to make our own history, we have to understand our own history. In January 1967 in 
his inaugural address as governor of California, Ronald Reagan said: 
  

Freedom is a fragile thing and is never more than one generation away from 
extinction.  It is not ours by inheritance; it must be fought for and defended constantly 
by each generation. 

  
Every generation is shaped by its experiences.  One of the challenges we face at the moment 
is that the vast majority of Australians have experienced the prosperity that thirty years of 
uninterrupted economic growth has delivered.  It could be said that prosperity has made us 
complacent about freedoms.  A whole generation of Australians don't remember the country's 
last recession in 1991, or interest on home mortgages peaking at 17% in 1990, or 
unemployment reaching 11% in 1992.   
  
The Secretary of the ACTU, Sally McManus doesn't seem to remember the history of the 
early 1990s.  In a book she wrote last year On Fairness, she assumes Australia's economic 
prosperity is assured and the biggest problem facing Australia's workers is getting a 'fair' 
share of the profits made by business.  Large parts of the book are devoted to attacking 
business – and the Institute of Public Affairs.   
  
I hope that something positive does emerge from the Prime Minister's invitation to McManus 
and the ACTU to engage in a conversation with the government about how to reform our 
industrial relations system.  But the fact that now only 14% of all Australian workers are 
members of a trade union, and only 9% of workers in the private sector are, reveals that the 
electioneering and sloganeering trade unions engage in is of less and less relevance to 
mainstream Australians.  As Daniel Wild, the IPA's Director of Research, recently wrote in 
The Australian: 
  

Mainstream Australians may remain mostly quiet.  But they are not quitters.  They 
firmly believe in the importance of having a job, being independent and not reliant on 
taxpayer handouts, the dignity of owning and running a small business, owning your 
own home, the Australian way of life, freedom of speech and religion, and our 
egalitarian democratic institutions.  

  
There is not much about these things in On Fairness.  But there is this section from 
McManus: 
  

It is perhaps no coincidence that the Australian 'think-tanks' that advocate most 
passionately for 'cutting red tape', for 'small government' and privatisation, were 
founded by - and continue to be funded by - some of Australia's largest private 
employers.  GJ Coles, the founder of the Coles supermarket chain, was the inaugural 
chair of the IPA. 

  
It is certainly true that the IPA advocates passionately for cutting red tape, small government, 
and privatisation.  It is not true, at least as the IPA is concerned, that we're funded by big 
business.  'Big business' stopped funding the IPA over twenty years ago.  Today, 98% of all 
our donations come from individuals and foundations.  The donations the IPA does receive 
from businesses are invariably from small and medium-sized businesses.  As I explained to 
IPA Members last year: 
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Today, the corporate sector in Australia is more likely to attack free enterprise and embrace 
the divisiveness of identity politics.  The voice for free enterprise in this country is more 
likely to be found in a motor mechanic's workshop in the outer suburbs than in the 
boardrooms of Sydney and Melbourne. 
  
It wasn't always like this.  Australia once did have leaders like GJ Coles, who was chairman 
of the Institute of Public Affairs from our founding in 1943 up until 1957.  He experienced 
the Great Depression, and he fought in the first of last century's two world wars and he lived 
through the second.  He knew what freedom meant and he was one of the people who helped 
the nation choose the path that I've described above.  
  
I'm currently writing a short book, Why Read George Orwell for the IPA's Generation Liberty 
Book Club that we are calling Better Read Than Dead, and the other day I was rereading 
Orwell's famous essay 'The Lion and the Unicorn'.  It was written in 1941, just after the 
British had won the Battle of Britain, but while England continued to suffer under the Blitz 
and while there were still many voices throughout the country advocating that Churchill 
should negotiate a surrender to Germany. 
 
In the essay Orwell contemplated how a spirit of defiance and a willingness to fight for 
ancient liberties was more likely to be found - not among 'the ruling class' but among 'the 
middle' and 'the working' classes. 
  

The heirs of Nelson and of Cromwell are not in the House of Lords.  They are in the 
fields and the streets, in the factories and the armed forces, in the four-ale bar and the 
suburban back garden… 
  
There is no question of stopping short, striking a compromise, salvaging 'democracy', 
or standing still.  Nothing ever stands still.  We must add to our heritage or lose it, we 
must grow greater or grow less, we must go forward or backward.  I believe in 
England, and I believe we shall go forward. 

  
Sir George James Coles was of the generation who believed those words.  He was a 
remarkable man who achieved great success, but that achievement was built on the 
foundation of mainstream Australian values such as a commitment to hard work, an 
understanding that free enterprise serves the common good, and a dedication of service to the 
community. 
  
Let me share a few details about the life story of GJ Coles.  He was born in 1885 in Jung 
Jung, a small country town in a sheep and wheat farming district in Victoria near Horsham.  
He was the second of ten children and the eldest son. 
 
George's father owned a store in the town, and the family were often in financial difficulties.  
When the seasons were bad and it didn't rain, the farmers who were his father's customers 
couldn’t pay their accounts and that meant his father couldn't pay his suppliers.  At the age of 
twenty-five George opened his first store in St James, a small town in central Victoria, and 
four years later he opened a store in Melbourne.  He paid his staff above industry-standard 
wages and he believed the customer was always right.  The Coles advertising slogan 'Nothing 
over 2/6' (twenty-five cents) conveyed the message that it was a shop for everyday 
Australians. 
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In 1917 at the age of 31 George enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force and he fought in 
France and was wounded at Villers-Bretonneux and was evacuated to England.  Three of his 
brothers also fought in the war, one was killed in action and one died of his wounds. 
  
After the war as the business grew, George committed a growing share of the company's 
profits to charities, hospitals, and during the Great Depression to unemployment relief.  He 
became president of the Melbourne Rotary Club, president of the Alfred Hospital of which he 
was a generous benefactor, and his philanthropy supported many other causes including the 
Scouts, and the Corps of Commissionaires, and enabled the Brotherhood of St Laurence to 
establish a retirement village by purchasing the land for them.  George was also a committed 
Christian, was the warden of his local church, and when Billy Graham came to Australia in 
1959 he paid for Graham's visit to be broadcast on television.  George's favourite quote was – 
'It is a sad day when a man sits down and tries to make money without earning it.'  Coles is 
Australia's second-largest private employer (after Woolworths), with 110,000 employees. 
  
I hope one day Sally McManus makes a contribution to Australia that's one one-hundredth of 
what GJ Coles did for this country.  
  
Australia's challenges in 2020 and beyond 
  
As I write this at the beginning of June 2020, as a consequence of our response to the 
coronavirus pandemic the private sector has been decimated.  As a result of this crisis more 
than a quarter of those in Australia's private sector workforce have their wages currently 
being paid by the federal government.  (3.5 million people are receiving 'JobKeeper' 
payments out of a private sector workforce of 12 million.)   
  
Now is the time we must make the arguments for private enterprise and make the argument 
that everything possible must be done to let businesses re-open and get people back to work 
quickly and safely.  A system in which more than one quarter of the workforce employed by 
private enterprises is paid by the government, can't remain a system of private enterprise for 
long. 
  
As a result of the coronavirus federal and state governments are now paying the wages and 
benefits of 53% of the Australian workforce.  At the same time, unemployment will reach 
levels last seen thirty years ago.  Already 10% of small businesses in the country have closed 
because of the crisis.  Sadly, many of the 200,000 small businesses the government has 
forced to close will never open again.   
  
Over the last month or so I've written and spoken extensively on just how bad it was that no-
one from small business was appointed by the federal government to its National COVID-19 
Coordination Commission responsible for advising the government on Australia's economic 
recovery.  The Commission has six members: four are from big business, one from the public 
service, and one is from both the trade union movement and the Labor Party. 
  

 
In my column in The Australian Financial Review, I said this: 
 

Missing from the commission is the voice of the sector that accounts for one-third of 
the economy, that provides more than 40 per cent of the jobs in the private sector, and 
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that is the foundation of a free enterprise economy. That voice, of course, is that of 
small business. 
  
It is small business and the families of the owners of small businesses – not big 
business and not the public service – that are bearing the brunt of the government-
imposed shutdown of the economy. Seventy per cent of small businesses are family-
owned. 
 
The government is doing everything it can to ensure public servants are untouched by 
what’s happening in the rest of the economy.  Although nearly 75 per cent of 
Australians support pay cuts for politicians and public servants earning more than 
$150,000, the Prime Minister has categorically ruled out any such reduction. The 
biggest sacrifice Scott Morrison has offered is to delay pay rises for some public 
servants. 
  
Presumably, no one in the Coalition thought to ask the cafe owner in Parramatta who 
has just laid off all their staff, shut their business and lost their livelihood, whether 
they would like to be on the National COVID-19 Coordination Commission. 

  
It's in a small business that most Australians get their first job.  And when new arrivals come 
to live in Australia it's in small businesses that most begin their working life in this country.  
One of the very best ways to integrate someone who is new to a community is by 
encouraging them to start a business.  With practically nothing, but determination and 
perseverance, anyone can start a small business.  The statistics on the condition of small 
business in Australia have been a cause of concern for some time.  Even before the 
coronavirus crisis the number of small businesses being started was less than ten years ago.  
If small business declines in Australia so too does a part of mainstream Australia. 
  
This list of challenges facing the nation I outline above is certainly not exhaustive.  To it 
could be added questions such why it is that politicians have allowed experts to accumulate 
so much power in policymaking.  Experts might have expertise, but they also have biases and 
prejudices, and they can sometimes be wrong.  I'd certainly argue that when we uncritically 
and unquestioningly accept the advice of experts, as we seem to be increasingly doing, we 
weaken the accountability and transparency of government, and ultimately we weaken 
democracy itself. 
  
When I wrote to you this time last year Australian federal government debt was $560 billion.  
IPA research we undertook last month showed that within three years that debt will nearly 
double to reach $1 trillion.  Remember, as recently as 2008, the federal government basically 
had zero debt. 
  
Something else that has emerged from this crisis is of course the question of the nature of 
Australia's relationship with China.  As Bloomberg News has identified – 'Australia is the 
most China-reliant economy in the developed world, with about a third of its exports going 
there.  Chinese nationals make up roughly 38% of its foreign students and 15% of its tourists'.   
24% of Australia's international trade (imports and exports) is with China, 10% is with Japan, 
and 9% is with the United States. 
  
Australia has benefitted enormously from the economic development of China, while over 
the last four decades something like 850 million Chinese have been lifted out of poverty.  The 
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coming of capitalism to China and the improvement it has made to the lives of hundreds of 
millions of people is one of the miracles of the modern world.  But China is not a democracy, 
it is an authoritarian one-party state.   
  
The belief, widespread until very recently, that as China became more capitalist it would 
become more democratic, has so far proven to be wrong.  Another belief, namely that there's 
little or no moral difference between China and America has also been proven wrong.  As 
recently as last year, the former Labor prime minister Paul Keating gave a speech in which he 
said into the future Australia should not choose the United States as an ally ahead of China.   
  
The choices that we will have to make as a nation are not hypothetical – they are choices we 
face every day.  For example, the University of Sydney is one of thirteen Australian 
universities that hosts a Confucius Institute.  The Institutes are funded by the Chinese 
government and the Chinese education ministry determines what they teach.  The University 
of Sydney is also one of a number of universities that rejected an offer of financial support 
from the Ramsay Foundation to establish a Centre for Western Civilisation.  Meanwhile, the 
University of Queensland suspended a student who protested in favour of democracy in Hong 
Kong.   
  
In Victoria, the state Labor government has signed an agreement with the Chinese 
government to be part of the 'Belt and Road Initiative'.  Under the Initiative, the Chinese 
government provides funding and loans for the building of infrastructure projects.  To cover 
its budget deficit the Victorian government recently announced it would borrow $24.5 billion 
and when Victorian government ministers have been asked how much of that $24.5 billion 
they plan to borrow from the Chinese government they have refused to answer. 
  
What's happening at the University of Queensland is just one demonstration of the crisis of 
Australia's universities.  Another demonstration is what happened to Dr Peter Ridd who was 
sacked by James Cook University for questioning the effect of climate change on the Great 
Barrier Reef.  The university has appealed to the Federal Court against a court decision that it 
had unlawfully dismissed Dr Ridd, and a decision on the appeal will be known in a few 
months.   
  
Gideon Rozner, the IPA's Director of Policy has written about not only the issues at stake in 
the case, but also the fact that taxpayers are paying for the university's attempts to shut down 
intellectual freedom. 
  

The Ridd case has resonated around Australia — and has attracted significant 
attention worldwide — for good reason. It confirms what many people have suspected 
for a long time: Australia’s universities are no longer institutions encouraging the 
rigorous exercise of intellectual freedom and the scientific method in pursuit of truth.  
  
Instead, they are now corporatist bureaucracies that rigidly enforce an unquestioning 
orthodoxy and are capable of hounding out anyone who strays outside their rigid 
groupthink. 
It is taxpayers who are funding JCU’s court case. Following a Freedom of 
Information request by the Institute of Public Affairs, the university was forced to 
reveal that up until July last year, it had already spent $630,000 in legal fees. It would 
be safe to assume the university’s legal costs would have at least doubled since that 
time.  
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The barrister who JCU employed in the Federal Court this week was Bret Walker SC, 
one of Australia’s most eminent lawyers. Barristers of his standing can command fees 
of $20,000 to $30,000 a day. And all of this is happening at the same time as the Vice 
Chancellor of the university, Sandra Harding — who earns at least $975,000 a year — 
complains about the impact of government funding cuts. 
 
While Australian taxpayers are funding the university’s efforts to shut down freedom 
of speech, Ridd’s legal costs are paid for by him, his wife and voluntary donations 
from the public.  

  
The optimism of young Australians for freedom 
  
The image of young people sometimes presented in the media is not the reality of what young 
Australians believe in and what young Australians want to do with their lives.   
  
Sure, some students will take the day off school or university to go on a 'Climate Strike', but 
in truth that's a small minority.  Professor Jordan Peterson who's addressed hundreds of 
thousands of young people at hundreds of events in a dozen countries, said 'there's a noisy 
minority of 2% or 3% of students who are intolerant, selfish, and who want to trample on the 
rights of others – but the vast majority of young people are intellectually curious, and they're 
reaching for meaning in their lives and they want to know about what things they're not 
hearing about, like freedom.'  I think that's exactly right. 
  
What happened at the beginning of this year when the Student Guild at the Queensland 
University of Technology banned the IPA from setting up a stall, because allegedly 'the 
brand' of the IPA did not 'align with the values' of the Guild is an example of a noisy minority 
imposing censorship and trying to impose their views on others. 
 
The IPA's Campus Coordinator at QUT, Chris Dekker, has lodged a claim against the Student 
Guild with the Queensland Human Rights Commission for political discrimination and the 
case is ongoing, and as soon as there is an outcome I will let you know.  Chris hasn't asked 
for monetary compensation, he's just asked for an apology from the Guild and a commitment 
from them that Generation Liberty will not be banned again. 
  
I mentioned earlier a survey we did of young Australians.  We discovered some fascinating 
things, which again don't fit the stereotypes.  60% of young Australians are interested in 
starting in their own business.  98% want to own their own home.  When we asked the 
question 'In your view would each of the following primarily help or hurt the economy, or 
would they make no difference?' – 53% said cutting taxes would help the economy (36% said 
it would hurt and 11% said it would make no difference) and 45% said reducing the size of 
government would help the economy (27% said it would hurt and 28% said it would make no 
difference). 
  
To coincide with Australia Day every year the IPA releases the results of a survey of 
Australians from all age groups about their attitudes to Australia.  After we released this 
year's findings, the survey was reported across the national media and Dr Bella d'Abrera, the 
Director of the IPA's Foundations of Western Civilisation Program, did something like 
twenty media interviews about what we found.  And again how the media presents the issue 
is not how mainstream Australians think about their country.  So for example 85% of 
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Australians agree with the statement – 'I am proud to be an Australian' (5% disagree) and 
71% believe 'Australia has a history to be proud of' (13% disagree).  Those are results across 
all ages.   
  
When you break up the results by age groups you find something very interesting.  Among 
young Australians from the ages of 18 to 24, 82% agree that 'I am proud to be an Australian' 
and 5% disagree.  That's an encouraging result.  Somewhat less encouraging is that 56% of 
young people believe 'Australia has a history to be proud of', while 24% disagree.  While 
that's still a majority, and those who agree with the statement outnumber those who disagree 
by a margin of two-to-one, it shows the importance of the teaching of history. 
  
Joanne Tran was a fifteen-year-old student in Year 10 at Burwood Girls High School in 
Sydney when she paid $10 to become a member of the IPA's program for young people, 
Generation Liberty.  As Joanne has written she joined IPA Generation Liberty because she 
wanted to hear the other side of the story. 
  

Activists describe the very projects that built our nation, and which millions of us 
directly or indirectly depend on for our livelihoods, as 'wrecking projects'.  They do 
this while asking children to opt out of the education that they once benefitted from, 
in order to protest the very things that helped create it. 
  
A great education is a holistic one.  An education that features both sides of the 
argument. 

  
Joanne is one of 1,700 young Australians who are Members of IPA Generation Liberty.  As 
I've mentioned the IPA now has Campus Coordinators at sixteen universities around 
Australia, with the objective to have a Campus Coordinator in every one of the country's 
forty universities by the end of 2022.  Generation Liberty started with one Coordinator at the 
University of Sydney in 2015.   
  
The reason Generation Liberty has grown the way it has and continues to grow is because it 
is meeting a real demand and yearning from young people.  One of the most popular features 
of Generation Liberty is the Book Club that we've started this year that encourages young 
people to read books and then go online to discuss and debate them with other Generation 
Liberty Members around Australia. 
  
This isn't just happening in Australia – it's a worldwide phenomenon.  You may have heard of 
PragerU in the United States.  It's a not-for-profit organisation founded by Dennis Prager that 
produces videos and education materials for young people.  It's like IPA Generation Liberty, 
but American, and bigger.  Dennis has been a guest on The Young IPA Podcast.  PragerU has 
produced hundreds of videos (most are less than ten minutes long) that have been watched a 
total of 3.4 billion times.  Its vision is 'A world committed to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness' and its mission is 'To promote what is true, what is excellent, and what is noble 
through digital media'. 
A story in The New York Times in January explains the success of PragerU, and also the 
success of IPA Generation Liberty. 
  

To the founders and funders of PragerU, YouTube is a way to circumvent brick-and-
mortar classrooms – and parents – and appeal to Generation Z, those born in the mid-
1990s and early 2000s. 
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Mr Prager sees those young people as more indoctrinated in left-wing viewpoints than 
any previous generation, but also as more curious about the right.  For those 
teenagers, consuming conservative content is a rebellion from campus politics that are 
liberal [in the American sense] and moving left. 
 
'We find more of them are open to hearing an alternative voice than many of their 
elders.  Many suspect they have been given only one view, and suspect that view may 
often be absurd', according to Mr Prager. 

  
The piece goes on to quote a PragerU staff member who in the early days of the organisation 
said after one of their videos had been watched 35,000 times – 'Can you imagine a classroom 
of 35,000 people?' 
  
An objective of the IPA is to have Generation Liberty engage in person or online with 10% of 
all young Australians (which is approximately 300,000 people) at least once a week within 
the next two years.  Currently we reach between 30,000 and 50,000 young Australians a 
week.  It is a deliberately ambitious target, but our track record shows it is completely 
achievable. 
  
In conclusion 
  
I realise this isn't a short letter but given I'm asking you to make a donation to support our 
work, I feel it is important to tell you about not only what the IPA has done and will do, but 
why we do it and why your support is so important to Australia's future. 
  
Thank you for your support. 
  
Kind regards 
 
 
 
  
 
 
PS - Your donation will support the research of the IPA and is tax deductible. 
  
You can make a donation by returning the enclosed form, or by direct debit with the 
details on the form, or by ringing the IPA office on 03 9600 4744 and speaking with 
Stephany Campbell. 
  
Every Australian deserves the opportunity of freedom. 


