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Welcome to the Institute of Public Affairs’ 2014 Annual Report.

For more than seventy years, the IPA has been a strong and unwavering voice 
for freedom. The IPA has had a remarkable impact on the national debate. The 

last twelve months have been no different. 

We are the custodians of humanity’s most powerful idea: Freedom. The IPA 
continues to grow and reach new audiences, with 3,572 members on 30 June 

2014.

There is nothing more powerful we can do for our children and grandchildren 
than to ensure they inherit a free and prosperous Australia. 

On freedom of speech, on climate change, on taxes, on government 
regulation, on entrepreneurship, and on what our children are taught in 

school, the staff of the IPA come to work every day knowing the fight is never 
over.

Now more than ever Australia needs the IPA.
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Climate Change and the 
Repeal of the Carbon Tax

The IPA has played a pivotal role in the climate change debate since the 
1980s.

For many years the IPA was one of the few voices opposing the so-called 
‘consensus’ on climate change. Science is about evidence and facts—not 

consensus. 

IPA research has examined the consequences and economic implications of 
the climate change taxes and regulations imposed by successive governments.

The repeal of the carbon tax in July 2014 was in large part due to the 
work of the Institute of Public Affairs over decades. IPA research exposed the 
bad science and disastrous costs of the carbon dioxide tax. With high-quality 
research, compelling analysis, and a loud voice communicating the evidence, 

the IPA changed the national debate.

The IPA’s Carbon Tax Calculator was released for households and small 
businesses, enabling them to calculate how much their electricity prices 

would rise under the Gillard government’s carbon tax. Using industry and 
government data, thousands of postcards promoting the new research tool 

were mailed to small businesses across Australia.

Climate Change: The Facts 2014, published by the IPA, brings together 
the world’s best scientists, economists, and commentators on climate 
change. Contributors include Mark Steyn, Ian Plimer, Nigel Lawson, 

Donna Laframboise, Andrew Bolt, Patrick Michaels, Ross McKitrick, James 
Delingpole, Bob Carter, and Stewart Franks.

The IPA will continue in its quest to reclaim science as a discipline, not an 
ideology. 
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The Fight for 
Freedom of Speech

Defending freedom of speech for all Australians will always be a major 
priority of the Institute of Public Affairs. The IPA will stand up for freedom of 

speech—even when politicians don’t.

Democracy cannot exist without freedom of speech. Free and open debate 
is vital for freedom. This is why the IPA has taken such a strong stand against 

section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act, the law that took Andrew Bolt to 
court. In less than 48 hours, the IPA raised $63,154, allowing the IPA to fund 

a full-page statement in The Australian on 8 August 2014.

Fundamental freedoms such as freedom of association, property rights 
and freedom of religion cannot be secured without freedom of speech. 
Restrictions on freedom of speech limit citizens’ ability to defend their 

freedoms. The IPA’s FreedomWatch Project analyses and researches the many 
threats to liberty from government. 

Freedom of thought and freedom of conscience are inseparable from 
freedom of speech. This is why the IPA wrote to every member of the New 

South Wales and Victorian governments highlighting the fact their opposition 
to repealing section 18C was undermining freedom in Australia. The IPA took 
the fight for free speech around Australia, holding briefings for members of 

the public in every capital city. The IPA has reached out to young people 
online with Mark Steyn’s special video on free speech which has now been 

viewed 52,888 times.
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The Legacy of Western 
Civilisation Continues

Individual rights. The rule of law. Economic freedom. Democracy.

These essential features of a free society are the inheritance of centuries of 
Western Civilisation. They are a legacy to this generation passed down by 

those who have sought freedom of conscience, religion, speech, and the right 
to participate in politics and the public debate. They are the foundation of 

modern Australia.

This year, the IPA’s Foundations of Western Civilisation Program has published 
extensive research and hosted major events:

Liberalism: A Short History by IPA Senior Fellow Richard Allsop, the 
fourth Foundations of Western Civilisation monograph, was published. It is 
a powerful retelling of Western Civilisation’s greatest story: the emergence, 

decline, and revival of the commitment to liberty and individual rights.

The need for values and standards in education was highlighted by IPA 
research on the importance of Western history and culture. The review of the 
National Curriculum, commissioned by the federal government, endorsed the 
position of the IPA that the National Curriculum denigrates the importance of 

Western Civilisation and culture.

Liberty and Democracy in Western Civilisation Symposium, the 
IPA’s second symposium, was attended by more than 300 people on 9 May 
2014 in Melbourne. It featured a number of outstanding speakers, including 

keynote speaker Roger Scruton, the world’s leading conservative philosopher.

The inheritance of Western Civilisation must be protected and treasured in 
Australia. The next generation must engage with the ideas of liberty, free 

markets, individual responsibility and choice.
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Economic Freedom
Changes Lives

Throughout human history, freedom has been a force for good, lif ting millions 
of people out of poverty.

Since its founding in 1943, the Institute of Public Affairs has argued the case 
for free markets and demonstrated the benefits economic freedom has for 

individuals and society. 

Economic Freedom. In a pioneering, Australian-first research study, the 
IPA ranked the relative economic freedom in each of the six Australian states 
according to government spending and regulation, taxation and debt, and 

dependency on government. 

Dignity of Work. The IPA’s submission to the Fair Work Commission argued 
that all Australians willing to work should be able to find work and negotiate 

their wages. The submission estimated that last year’s minimum wage hike 
cost around 87,900 jobs, principally the jobs of the low skilled, and that 

continuing to increase the minimum wage guarantees lower living standards 
for those unable to gain employment.

Entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurs and risk-takers will be integral to 
Australia’s future prosperity. The IPA has been researching the policy changes 

necessary to foster an environment more conducive to success. Reform of 
industrial relations is essential, and individuals and the private sector must be 

recognised as the driving force of the economy.
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Finances & Membership
2013-2014

201420132012201120102009

1,164
826

1,727

3,369
3,572
members

734

$0.89m

2010

$1.18m

2011

$1.79m
$2.01m

2012 2013 2014 

$2.17m

$2.21m

$1.54m

2009-10 2010-11

$3.69m

$3.04m

2011-12 2012-13

$3.22m

2013-14

$1.74m

2009-10

$2.43m

2010-11

$4.00m

$3.23m

2011-12 2012-13

$3.47m

2013-14 Government 0%

Businesses 25%

Individuals 62%

Foundations 10%

Other 3%

Membership

Membership of the Institute of Public Affairs continues 
to grow. 

On 30 June 2014 the IPA had 3,572 members. The 
long-term objective of the IPA is to have 10,000 

members. 

The IPA relies entirely on the voluntary contributions 
of its members and supporters to finance its research. 

The IPA does not seek or accept government funding.

Revenue Revenue Sources

Cash ReservesExpenses
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IPA by the Numbers

Chairman

The Hon. Rod Kemp

Executive Director

John Roskam

Board of Directors

Janet Barlow
Harold Clough

Tim Duncan
Michael Folie

Bill Hetherington
Michael Hickinbotham

Geoff Hone
Michael Kroger

Rod Menzies
William Morgan

Maurice O’Shannassy
Allan Pidgeon

IPA Founding Board

Sir G.J. Coles
H.G. Darling

G.H. Grimwade
H.R. Harper
W.A. Ince
C.D. Kemp

F.E. Lampe MBE
Sir Walter Massy-Greene

L.J. McConnan
C.N. McKay

W.E. McPherson
Sir Keith Murdoch

Sir Ian Potter
The Hon. A.G. Warner

IPA Staff

Darcy Allen—Research Fellow
Richard Allsop—Senior Fellow

Morgan Begg—Researcher
Chris Berg—Policy Director

James Bolt—Communications Coordinator
Simon Breheny—Director, Legal Rights Project

Professor Bob Carter—Emeritus Fellow
Max Carter—Multimedia Coordinator

Professor Sinclair Davidson—Senior Fellow
Emma Fitzgerald—Administration Assistant

Stephanie Forrest—Research Scholar
Peter Gregory—Research Fellow

Rachel Guy—Development Coordinator
John Hyde—Emeritus Fellow

Greg Jensen—Director of Development
Aline Le Guen—Editor, IPA Review & Publications 

Manager
Trent Macdonald—Research Fellow
Dr Mikayla Novak—Senior Fellow
Hannah Pandel—Research Fellow

James Paterson—Deputy Executive Director
Rob Phayer—Internal Systems Manager

Andrew Poon—Director, Finance and Administration
Professor Jason Potts—Adjunct Fellow

Anniessa Putri—Finance Assistant
Carla Schodde—Researcher

Vicki Stanley—Research Fellow
Tom Switzer—Adjunct Fellow

Dom Talimanidis—Ian Mence Fellow for 
Entrepreneurship

Hugh Tobin—Deputy Executive Director
Sarah Wilson—Membership Coordinator

To discuss your support for the Institute of Public 
Affairs please contact Director of Development 

Greg Jensen on 03 9600 4744 or 0431 817 847 or 
gjensen@ipa.org.au
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982
Appearances 

in the print 
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709
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media

128
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in federal 
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8313
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‘The philosophy of the school 
room in one generation will be 
the philosophy of government 

in the next’
- Abraham Lincoln

In 2015 the Institute of Public 
Affairs will launch a new project 
to tell the next generation how 

freedom changes lives 



The Institute of Public Affairs is a non-profit, free market think tank, dedicated 
to preserving and strengthening the foundations of economic, political and 

personal freedom.

Since 1943, the IPA has been at the forefront of the political and policy 
debate in Australia. 

The IPA is supported entirely by the voluntary financial contributions of 
its members and supporters. The IPA does not seek or accept government 

funding.

The IPA supports freedom of speech, limited government, the rule of law, and 
representative democracy. 

Throughout human history, freedom has changed lives for the better. 
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